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Introduction:

Meet the Real Jesus

Itds time you met the real Jesus.

Itds time you knew Him as He was: sometimes brusque, abrupt and authoritative. Always
thoughtful, philosophical and profound.

Itds time you knew that Jesus could be the kindest and most gentle human being on earth,
showing boundless love, mercy and forgiveness to those who genuinely asked for it and
were in a repentant spirit. But it is time to recognize that Jesus could also radiate blazing
anger and could hurl swift, incisive indictments at all posturing egotists, self-righteous
religionists, simpering crowd followers, or even at His own beloved disciples when they
got out of line.

Itds time you knew that Jesus perspired just as you do; that He grew desperately hungry
and tired; that He almost starved to death on one terrible occasion; that He suffered
through the entire panorama of human temptations, passions and emotions which are
common to us all; that He enjoyed food and drink; that He appreciated feminine beauty.

Itds time you knew that Christ could cry, shout, laugh and sing; that He could enjoy the
rough camaraderie of men of His own age in an out-of-doors camp, or appreciate the
glittering setting of fabulous feasts in the most palatial of estates.

Itds time that you realized that Jesus was not a vagabond; that He was a professional
builder in the construction business, combining the technology of fimodern,o first-century
engineering with the art of the skilled craftsman.

Itds time you knew the Jesus who was admired by officers high in the Roman army, who
became a puzzle to Pilate, who was hated by the Pharisees, greatly beloved by His
disciples, held in awe by the masses, detested by Judas, deeply admired by a proud
mother, intensely loved by John, rebuked by Peter, and who was just as intensely human
as you are.

Few know that Jesus was not born on or anywhere near December 25;

--that, as a boy, Jesus learned a profession; that He became the senior member in a
construction partnership; that He owned at least one and probably two homes of His own;
that He paid taxes.

--that Jesus slept indoors most of His life and frequently spent the night in the homes of
very wealthy people, including Romans as well as religious opponents.

--that He was a personal friend of con artists, soldiers, fishermen, cheats, liars, thieves,
crooked politicians, religious leaders and prostitutes.



--that Jesus did not come to save the world some two thousand years ago, that He has not
been trying to save it since, and that He is not trying to save it today.

--that Jesus did not die of a broken heart; that He was not crucified on iGood Fridayo;
that He was not resurrected on fiEaster Sundayo; that neither Jesus nor His disciples ever
celebrated (or taught anyone to celebrate) Christmas or Easter.

--that Jesus had to prove to doubting disciples by incontrovertible evidence that He had
truly been resurrected.

--that Jesus Christ is alive today, is planning to return to earth and has actually begun His
ficountdowno from heaven!

If your own values are those of the common person, the real Jesus may insult you, shock
you, please you, challenge you, inspire you, surprise you, make you wonder. But He will
never bore you.

Chapter 1

The Birth of Jesus:
The Greatest Story
Never Told

Jesus was born sometime in the late summer or early autumn of 4 B.C.

The first time | ever made this statement to anyone | was viewed with a combination of
doubt, incredulity, hostility and outright pity.

fiHow in the world could Jesus have been born before Christ?0 | was asked.

It so happens that the present system in the Western Christian-professing world of
counting years either prior to or subsequent to the event of our Saviords birth was not
established until the work of Dionysius the Little, many, many centuries this side of the
event.

In the events surrounding Jesusb birth, God managed to move a whole empire by causing
the world leader of that time to establish an entirely new government bureau (the taxing
and census bureau) which finally resulted in Joseph and Mary ending up in Bethlehem at
the time of Jesust birth! Part of the requirement of the vast worldwide census-taking was
each family returning to the city of its origin (fAnd all went to be taxed everyone (into)
his own cityo (Luke 2:3-4), so since the Bible claimed Joseph was of the lineage of David
(as both genealogical records in Matthew and Luke prove) he had to journey with his
wife who was in an advanced state of pregnancy from Nazareth to Bethlehem, which is



called the ficity of David.o The census in Palestine took place in our faulty chronological
reckoning about the year 4 B.C.

From early on, Mary understood that she was pregnant. She knew the meaning of the
interruption of the normal menstrual cycle; after all, hadnét an angel actually told her this
would happen?

Though it must have been nearly unbelievable, and there surely must have been moments
of doubt, Maryobs training and deep religious education, including the quality of her own
character and the deadly seriousness of the impending persecutions and her knowledge of
glances of those in her own community, must have all been weighing heavily upon her
mind as she contemplated her gradually changing form, slightly swelling belly, and
growing breasts.

Even though there probably had been many sessions between husband and wife, poring
over those prophecies they knew referred to what was happening within the body of Mary
herself, explaining why this shocking transformation in their own private lives had turned
their little world upside down, they did not have perfect understanding of many vague
references later revealed by the gospel writers, and by Jesus Himself.

Naturally, Joseph and Mary had been living with the pain of growing notoriety ever since
friends and relatives learned of Maryds pregnancy. They were fully prepared to accept it,
as Marybs humble statement, fiBehold, the. handmaiden of the Lord,o clearly shows.

Still, it was tough, and they were as human as you and I.

Oh, there were close friends and relatives who knew the truth. After all, Elizabeth and
Mary were cousins, and Elizabeth was carrying the baby who would grow up to become
John the Baptist®both remembered the remarkable occasion when the two babies had
reacted so obviously when the two expectant mothers met. Joseph and Mary could spend
time with such people, away from the smirks and knowing stares of the hypocrites.

But suffered when friends talked behind their backs; they hurt when former friends
shunned them; they Probably had second, or even third, thoughts about the tremendous
burden they had assumed, as would any other normal human beings. But they had the
courage to see it through.

It may have seemed a cruel twist of fate, to be required by the Romans to travel all that
distance during the final, crucial month of pregnancy. It is clear that Joseph and Mary
were not acting out any special predestined fulfillment of prophecy, or they would have
seen the predictions that Christ was to be born in Bethlehem, and would have tried to
travel earlier, at an easier time, and to have arranged accommodations more suitable than
the hasty, last ditch improvisation of a manger.

Neither could they have known that what had appeared to be a terribly difficult trip, at
best, would end up with their being exiles in a foreign country, waiting until Herod the
Great had died.



Christ was not born on Christmas. Those who do not yet know this, or do not wish to
know it, are either too firmly dedicated to tradition, no matter how pagan, or are too lazy
to bother with simple research.

Abundant evidence exists which proves Christmas is utterly pagan in origin; as pagan as
belief in Dagon, Vishnu, Baal, or Isis and Osiris.

Jesus was born in the autumn, though the exact date is kept carefully concealed. Look at
the eyewitness accounts, written by those who were there. Even Herod didnét know
exactly when Christ was born, or he could not have risked a massive uprising by his
brutal edict to butcher helpless babies up to two years of age!

Most people have never heard the true facts surrounding Christos birth; and lodged in
their minds is only a purely mythological tale which exists only in fantasy and erroneous
religious tradition.

The traditional view of Jesusf birth, with the loveliest manger imaginable on the face of
the earth; sadly smiling shepherds leaning on their crooks; the Magi, gorgeously arrayed
in obviously kingly robes with funny-looking crowns, opening up little gold boxes
wherein are contained precious spices; a tiny baby nestled in the arms of mother who
stares sadly at him with a halo around her head and a sweet smile curving her mouth;
maybe naked little babies flitting through the heavens, and a bright star in the distance
outside Aall this is repeated endlessly in millions of Christmas cards, religious books,
journals and magazines, illustrated pages in Bibles, and on peopleds front yards, rooftops,
in their driveways, along roadsides, and in displays in churches at Christmastime.

But, the shepherds were not there at the birth. They came later. And there is no reason to
suspect that the shepherds and the wise men ever crossed trails.

But letds ask a few questions concerning Jesuso birth. How did God manage to convince
the lowly and humble classes that in fact a Savior was this day being born?

He did so by the most intricate collection of divine miracles, carefully interwoven into
the fabric of history, extending so far back in time that it boggles the mind.

Few realize that Michael the archangel spoke to Daniel and delivered to him the longest
single prophecy in the Bible (Daniel, the 11th chapter is personal testimony from the
archangel Michael) informing him of a great struggle going on among arch demons, and
perhaps Satan himself.

These were influencing the mind of the fiPrince of Persiao in order to bring about some
disruption in Godsf plan to cause Artaxerxes to allow the Jewish captives under Ezra to
return to their homeland and reestablish the religious state.

Though it deserves a great deal of space, the miracles having to do with the precise
moment of Jesusd birth, the decree of Augustus, the building of the temple, the beginning
of His ministry, the decrees of Cyrus and Artaxerxes, and many other related events are



tightly interwoven into a careful system of intricately fulfilled prophecies to form a
network of incontrovertible evidence: the fact that Jesus Christ of Nazareth was in truth
the Son of God.

All the religious leaders knew, and the common folk believed intensely in, Isaiahfs
prophecy, fiBehold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name
Immanuelo (which means AiGod with uso in Isa. 7:14). They knew lsaiah had said, fiThe
people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the
shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined&for unto us a child is born, unto us a
son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor [Wonder of a Counselor], the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father,
the Prince of Peace.

AOf the increase of His government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with
justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will perform thiso
(Isa. 9:2-7).

But how would God manage to avoid the contemptuous slander of fiimpostoro heaped
upon Jesus not only by His detractors, persecutors and religious antagonists, but even by
His own closest disciples and personal friends? How would the common people, the
meek, lowly shepherd and laboring class be convinced utterly that Jesus was in fact
fulfilling the many prophecies of Isaiah, Daniel and others and was in fact the promised
Messiah, that fiPropheto who should come to deliver Israel, and to qualify to inherit the
throne of David?

First, God sent a humble group of shepherds from sufficiently far away that no one could
claim collusion.

An angel appeared to them and said, fiunto you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior which is Christ the Lordo (Luke 2: 11). They were not. given any address, only a
sign that they would find the baby wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger;
meaning He would be so newly born that there would have been no opportunity for either
the purchase or the making of clothes for Him, and He would still be wrapped in a soft
blanket, not yet moved inside an inn or a private home, but lying in a bed of straw.

Obviously, then, the shepherds in journeying around the streets and the marketplaces of
Bethlehem were asking from time to time where they could find a baby who had been
born in a manger.

They were no doubt quite excited about the vision they had seen, and it is inconceivable
that they were not elated with that combination of awe, fright, and yet subdued joy over
having actually heard the voice of an angel, and seeing an overwhelmingly bright light
seemingly coming very near to them out of the heavens. Thus they fully expected to find
the Savior of mankind lying in swaddling clothes in a manger. They probably asked any
number of people, and repeated time and again to the excited questions they were asked
precisely what had happened.



Finally, with the question having been asked sufficiently about the town, perhaps one
servant at a nearby inn recalled that Joseph or a friend had come, urgently begging the
use of some basins and some heated water; that one of the females in the kitchen had
rushed off to help during the birth; and that several of the women, had been exclaiming
about the fact that a poor woman had to be turned out in such an advanced state of
pregnancy, when a lot of other people had been put up in more suitable accommodations,
and were clicking their tongues about the unfortunate happenstance that the poor lady had
given birth in a stable.

Actually, the Creator was succeeding in announcing the birth through three separate
groups of individuals: the shepherds themselves; all the citizenry and the townsfolk they
asked and who subsequently became involved, and Joseph and his own family.

The events of the first few weeks after Jesusd birth caused widespread attention. It is
evident that the Idumaean Herod (he was only partly Jewish) was terribly shaken by what
he had heard.

The Bible says he was troubled and all Jerusalem with him (Matt. 2:3), and claims he
gathered all the chief priests (who probably were Sadducees) and scribes of the people
together and demanded of them where the Christ should be born (Matt. 2:4). All of the
scholars were aware that this very likely was the time of the birth of Christ.

Pious frauds and sincere scholars®astronomers, astrologers, seers and soothsayers
alike®were almost universally expectant that some great event would occur at about this
time, and were looking for the Messiah.

When Herod called together the fichief priests and scribes of the people,o this was
tantamount to the President of the United States having a combined cabinet and Supreme
Court meeting.

The fidSupreme Courto of the Jewish nation was the Sanhedrin, and the greatest religious
body of the nation declared in unanimity that Jesus the Savior would be born in
Bethlehem, a city of David!

There is no evidence whatever of the length of time that elapsed from the moment the
fistaro (an angel, as shown by scriptures) appeared to the Magi in fithe easto (most
authorities believe Persia) until their arrival in Jerusalem; it could have been several
weeks, or even months.

Following their interview with Herod, and his request that they fisearch out carefully
concerning the young child,0 they went outside, saw the fistaro again, and followed it
until Ait came and stood over where the young child waso (Matt. 2:9). This was in
Bethlehem, a short distance over steeply plunging trails from Jerusalem. Contrary to the
assumption of millions, Jesus and His parents had found more permanent
accommodations following the hasty emergency quarters in the stable, and the Magi
ficame into the house, and saw the young child with Mary His mother, and they fell down
and worshipped Him . . .0 (Matt. 2: 11).



That night, the wise men had a fibad dream,0 a warning from God, and sneaked out of the
country without going back into Jerusalem. After they left, Joseph also had a dream.
AAINow when they were departed, behold an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream, saying, Arise and take the young child and His mother, and flee into Egypt, and
stay there until | tell you; for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.o

Joseph got up, hustled Mary and the baby, and any other servants or family members who
might have been with them, into their clothes, packed and loaded the animals and took
off that same night, hitting the caravan route to Egypt, probably swinging further into
Arabia. They probably stopped at little-known campsites, avoiding the usual water holes
and towns or villages along the way. Little did Joseph know that inadvertently he was
fulfilling another prophecy which said, iOut of Egypt did I call my sono (Hosea 11:1).

Herod waited a few days, and then, in a fit of insane rage, fisent forth, and slew all the
male children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the borders thereof, from two years old
and under, according to the time which he had carefully learned of the wise meno (Matt.
2:16).

Since it was the major trade and commercial capital, Joseph probably had business,
interests in Jerusalem. His own building trade required that he deal from time to time
with importers, distributors and craftsmen who were located there. So he and his family
may have remained in Jerusalem up to about one year following Jesusb birth, though
there is no actual proof. However, the murder of the children by Herod, risky even for a
despotic king, offers some proof that Herod suspected the child would have been about
one year of age, or even slightly older.

After Joseph and family had been somewhere in Egypt for a time, another dream
occurred; an angel said to Joseph, iGet up and take the young child with his mother, and
go into Israel: for they are dead that sought the young childés lifeo (Matt. 2:19-23).

The following verse indicates Josephos first choice as a place to live probably would have
been Jerusalem or its environs. fiBut when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over
Judea in the room of his father Herod, he was afraid to go thither; and being warned of
God in a dream, he withdrew into the parts of Galilee, and came and dwelt in a city called
Nazareth; that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, that He should be
called a Nazarene.0

Being a iNazareneo merely meant He was a citizen of the city of Nazareth. He is called
fiJesus Christ of Nazaretho several times in the Bible. Jesus was not an un-common name
(only the Greek form of Joshua); no doubt there was any number of individuals bearing
the same name; it was quite common to name children after various attributes of God, or
to include names of God (the prefix El and the suffix fiYahd were very commonly
applied) in a personds name. The real Jesus was a Nazarene in the same sense a citizen of
Chicago is a fiChicagoan,0 or someone living in Los Angeles is an fiAngelino,0 or those
in Paris are fiParisians.o It was not a fireligiouso title of any sort, but a geographical and
political term.



From the time of the young ladds return with His parents from Egypt, to the city of
Nazareth, there is no further mention of Jesus until the moment He is seen sitting in the
temple, both listening to questions and asking His own questions of the most learned
doctors of the law, and astonishing them with His understanding and His answers (Luke
2:46-52).

Chapter 2

Jesus the Creatorod
His Former Life

In later years, Jesus was always making some fioutrageouso statement, the way the
Pharisees looked at it. If something was true, He said it. If something was false, He called
it so. For example, Jesus once said, iYour father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he
saw it, and was glad.0 What Jesus meant by this was that He, Jesus, in His divine form
was the very person who physically (through spiritual transformation) had visited
Abraham (Genesis 18) and had related to him the reality of the coming of Godds
Kingdom; that Abraham, because he had proved obedient and faithful, would have a part
in that Kingdom; that Abraham had known of the necessity of a Savior to come
(firejoiced to see my day0) and had been glad.

The religious leaders didndt get it. Jesus was thinking in fianother dimensionoAthe full
knowledge and awareness of who He was, of what He was, of His spiritual background
and timelessness, His great mission on earth, and His need to continually preach that
great truth.

The religious leaders answered Him by a sarcastic, iYou are not fifty years old, and have
you seen Abraham?06 implying He was crazy. Jesus then made another of those
filoutrageouslyo strange statements. fiVerily, verily, | say upon you, Before Abraham was,
I amo!

When Moses wanted to know what to say to the Israelites upon returning to Egypt on his
mission of leading them in the Exodus, he asked God, iWhen | come upon the children of
Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they
say to me, What is his name: What shall I say unto them? And God said unto Moses, |
AM THAT | AM: And he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I Am hath
sent me unto youo (Exodus 3:13-14).

fil am that | amo can also be taken to mean fil will be what | will beo or fil continue to be
that which | continue to be.o fil am the self-determined one, the life self-inherent, the one
who is, and who always will be: the Eternal.o (God is also called the iAmen,0 meaning,
the iSo be ito or ASo it shall be.o)



The Pharisees were familiar with Exodus 3:14, you can be sure. Thus, when Jesus plainly
said He was that one who had said those words to Abraham, it just about snapped their
minds. Forgetting all legality, propriety, or due process, they flew into a blind rage, and fi.
.. took up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, going
through the midst of them, and so passed byo (John 8:56-59).

There are two other important scriptures relative to Christis preexistence.
filn the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.o (Genesis 1:1)

filn the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God.0
(John 1: 1)

In Genesis 1:1, the Hebrew word for God is Elohim. It is an interesting word with a
plural form (the im ending.) A little research demonstrates that Elohim can indicate more
than one person; and can be taken to mean a family of persons.

Through many portions of the Bible, Jesus reveals a family relationship in both the
family of God and the family of man. While Jesus is called the Son of God, He is also
called the Son of man, the Creator and Author of human life, the first-begotten from all
humankind, the fifirstborn among many brethreno (Rom. 8:29), the Captain and Author of
our salvation, and the soon-coming King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

Notice that there is duality everywhere evidenced, not only in Godds creation, but
throughout the Bible when members of the Godhead are revealed.

Elohim means more than one, and while not necessarily limiting the number, many other
texts prove there were the Father (who no man has ever seen at any time) and the Son.

Therefore, in our modern English language, the beginning text of the Bible would be
more understandable if it were written thus: filn the beginning the family of God,
consisting of the Father and the Son, created the heaven and the earth!6

John 1: 1 is the second significant place in the Bible where the phrase filn the beginning .
..0 s used.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The
same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was
not anything made that was madeo (John 1: 1-3).

Here, the Greek word, logos (word) is used in reference to Christ. None of the other
disciples who wrote of Jesus life (Matthew, Mark and Luke) utilized filogoso in
reference to Christ.

The Greek word seems to have a double meaning, referring to both fireasono and
fispeech.0 However, the idea John obviously had in mind is to convey the clearest



meaning of those many long talks he and Jesus had privately, wherein Jesus conveyed to
him the deepest secrets and mysteries of Jesusd own preexistent state.

You have the feeling, in reading the first chapter of John that John is speaking from a
great deal of experience, trying to recall words which Jesus Himself very likely used.

Johnos first chapter closely corroborates the fact that the Hebrew word Elohim in Genesis
1: 1 means that there was more, than one member of the God family involved in the
creating!

The AWordo was, then, the executive member of the Godhead, One of whom the Bible
says fall things were made by himg!

Perhaps the clearest scripture absolutely proving that the Jesus Christ of the New
Testament was the same Being who was the Eternal Creator of the Old Testament, the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, is Colossians 1: 16: fiFor by him were all things
created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for
him.o

These verses very plainly show that this same Being who made all things, fiwas in the
world and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his
own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he power
to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: which were born
[begotten] not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.o
(John 1: 10-13)

This unmistakable reference to Jesus Christ of Nazareth clearly shows, without any
interpretation or exegesis, that the creator being who is called iGodo (Elohim or YHWH)
in the Old Testament is the same individual who became the Jesus Christ of the New
Testament!

Notice the next words, iAnd the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld
his glory, glory as of the only begotten of the Father), full of grace and trutho (John 1:14).

The Word did the creating, and the Word fibecame flesh.0 What could be simpler than
that?

The New Testament is rife with scriptures concerning Jesusf attempts to convey the
message which the Father gave Him. He said He spoke only as the Father inspired Him,
spoke only what the Father gave Him. Jesus continually said He came to reveal the
Father: He prayed to His Father, said He was returning to His Father, and showed,
continually, a Father-Son relationship

There is a great deal of further proof throughout the Bible on the pre-human origins of
Jesus Christ! For example, He is called that fiRocko which followed the children of Israel
in the wilderness (AANd did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that



spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christo 1 Cor. 10:4); and is referred
to as that fiRocko in Deuteronomy: fiHe is the Rock, his work is perfecto (Deut. 32:4).

The personage who fiemptied himselfo and fibecame of no repute,0 and fiwas made flesh,0
born of the virgin Mary to become the baby Jesus in Bethlehem, was the same individual
who created Adam, who saved Noah, who appeared to Abraham, who wrestled in the
dust of the earth with Jacob, who called and spoke to Moses out of a fiery bush and a
cloud, who parted the Red Sea and who spoke directly to His prophets, from the
patriarchs prior to the flood on down to Elijah and others. Jesus Christ of Nazareth was
the same personality of the Godhead or God family who wrote with His own finger the
Ten Commandments and who ruled Israel.

The Bible absolutely proves the fact that Jesus Christ of the New Testament is the same
person as the God of the Old Testament!

Chapter 3

Jesuso Childhood,
Education and Early Life

Despite the fact that the Bible gives us only the briefest view through a keyhole, as it
were, into the events of Jesust birth, and gives us only one sentence, that of Luke 2:40,
about His boyhood, most theologians tend to portray Jesus in only two major moments of
His life; that of His birth, as celebrated by the pagan adaptation of an Egyptian, Greek,
Roman, Nordic and Druidic ceremony called fiChristmas,0 or an equally pagan ceremony
surrounding His death and Resurrection, which came out of ancient Babylon, Egypt,
Rome and Greece, called Ishtar anciently, or iEastero today.

However, God no doubt knew exactly what He was doing when He preserved only a few

brief statements about Jesuso birth, and then spent more than 90 percent of the remainder

of biblical texts concerning Christds message®Hlis life from age 30 onward, His ministry,
His miracles, and His death, burial and resurrection!

So what was Jesus like when He was a small child? Did Mary ever have to spank Jesus?
Was He a finormalo child in every way? Was there no necessity to train Him; to teach
Him in. the simplest ways as every parent should?

To find out, first letds consider His earthly parents.

They were, together with Maryds cousin Elizabeth (John the Baptistds mother), Zacharias,
and a small minority of others, living a sincerely righteous life within the intent of Godds
laws. That meant they were physically healthy; following Godbs revealed laws about
foods, exercise, diet, avoidance of the use of harmful substances, like drugs, and of
overindulgence, or any excesses. Mary was in perfect health. Remember, too, that the



tiny fetus being shaped in her womb was guarded, each moment, not only by Godds Holy
Spirit, but by unseen angelic beings! Michael and Gabriel were both extremely busy at
this timed®you can be sure that God the Father in heaven had commissioned His most
powerful obedient spirit beings to keep close guardianship over that precious human life.

Mary would have had a finormalo pregnancy. There would have been no abuses heaped
upon that tiny, growing baby within her by a thoughtless mother who deprived the baby
of its needed nourishments. No smoking, no excessive use of stimulants or depressants,
no careless accidents which could cause injury, no violent, emotional upsets, or a loud,
screaming, unhealthy family environment.

That she was in excellent health is obvious from the fact that even in an advanced state of
pregnancy, she made the trip from Nazareth to Bethlehem. Probably she could have
ridden in a cart, or similar conveyance pulled by donkey or horse, or even have ridden a
donkey or a horse itself.

The presence of Godds Spirit, and angels, together with the physical condition of Mary
and her absolute obedience to health laws enables you to know that Jesus was a perfectly
shaped and formed, healthy baby.

. Now letds consider Jesus Himself. Did Jesus ever cry? Why do babies cry? Too many
mothers dondt know they sometimes cry because of a need for exercise; sometimes cry
almost automatically from various stimuli on some occasions; as well as cry because they
are hungry, or tired, or wet and uncomfortable.

Yes, Jesus cried. If He could weep at Lazarusés tomb because of the obstinate
faithlessness of people, He could have cried as a baby because He was in need of a good
workout, waving little arms and legs about, and filling His lungs.

But though He could cry when hungry, wet, or uncomfortable (there is no sin in crying
and responding to the natural human emotions of infancy), Jesus was a completely
different baby boy.

Every normal baby reaches that point in his infancy where his cries and wails of outrage
take on a new tone of self-pity, anger, resentment or frustration.

The Bible reveals that the carnal mind (the natural human mind with the spirit in man but
without Godbds Holy Spirit) is enmity against God (Romans 8:7)! Millions do not know
why they resent Godds law, His way of life, and any directives from God in their private
lives! Jeremiah 17:9 reveals that the human heart is deceitful and desperately wicked and
asks fiwho can know it?0

As finormal childreno we all grew up in our own environments, to become gradually
acquainted with all the feelings of racism, group instincts, competition, selfishness, pride,
self-pity, vanity, and self-consciousness which made up the whole panorama of our
earliest years, with all the finormalo frustrations, introversions, embarrassment, dashed
hopes, successes, or despair.



How far back can you remember? Can you remember when you were three or four or
five?

Chances are, you have only the dimmest or vaguest awareness of those early years of
your life, but those recollections which do stand out are the ones that had to do with
either major triumphs, such as successes in games, in some experience among children
your own age or with your parents; or in deep disappointments or frustrations, such as
playground altercations, being pushed and shoved by the neighborhood bully, or in
having an intense fiboy-girl relationshipo with a neighborhood child, beginning sex
experimentation; or in a host of other experiences which are common to human nature.

Though itos difficult for you to accept it or believe it, Jesus Christ experienced none of
these!

From His beginning awareness of learning of words, that little baby, in whose little mind
was the fiSpirit of God without limito could learn without the normal hostility and
antagonism toward authority symbols, such as His parents or others around Him.

I can imagine how many times Mary must have told Jesus, fiYou are different, Jesus, You
are the Son of God! You were not born in the same way all other little boys and girls are
bornd®but by a divine miracle! You are a little Prince, born to become the King of Israel,
and to be the Messiah sent to Israel and to all mankind.o

I cannot imagine a human individual going through the fabulous series of remarkable
miracles as did Mary who would not have continually sung that baby to sleep by rocking
Him in her arms, constantly thrilled and aware of His divine origins and the great calling
which awaited Him.

I can well imagine she must have made up songs of her own, or even hummed some of
the psalms about deliverance; that she would have taught Him continually about every
one of the miracles, visions, dreams, miraculous appearances of angels, and the events
prior to and surrounding His birth and young babyhood.

As Jesus grew older, His direct contact with the Father, through the power of Godds Holy
Spirit, His deepening and growing awareness of the fiother dimensiono of the always
present spirit world (angels were about Him from the time of His conception throughout
His life) meant that His learning process was not twisted by feelings that are common to
the carnal mind.

If Mary could describe the reactions of her different children (she had at least seven of
them), she would no doubt have testified that Jesus was her fibest baby.0

Ever hear of a fichild prodigyo? Jesus was a child prodigyd®but not in the traditional
sense. Jesus was a prodigy, if that is the right word, in wisdom and understanding. He
could perceive the profound meaning and implication of Godds Holy Scripture; He could
answer questions about the Bible that generations of scholars had argued over. He could
expound and explain the Bible with far greater perception and power than anyone else



had ever done. Jesus knew the Scriptures very well, but He probably didnét have a perfect
photographic memory. He had to work to learn the Bible; He had to study hard with great
diligence and dedication. But when the time came to preach what He had learned,
suddenly Jesus burst forth with startling insight, brilliant analysis and profound impact.

If He could astound the learned doctors of the law at age 12, He could have already
startled His fellow classmates in His classes as well as His mother and father!

Jesus had Godds Holy Spirit fiwithout measure.0 A converted person today, who has
repented, been baptized, and received Godbs Spirit is still mostly carnal. He is said to
have received a little fiearnesto or fidown paymento of Godds Spirit, but, even as Paul told
the church members of Corinth, is fiyet carnal.0 The Holy Spirit is there, in the mind, but
in a comparatively small amount, and as Paul explained, helps us resist the carnal pulls,
but however sometimes loses. (Paul said, iThe thing that | hate, | do, and that which 1
would do, I cannot seem to do.0)

Not so with Christ, even as a tiny child. There was no carnal reaction. There was the
temptation to react carnally, in exact measure to the level of understanding of His mind,
depending on the age. But there was the help of the limitless power of Godds Spirit, plus
the protection of angels to help Him overcome such temptations.

Did Jesus suffer any of the fichildhood diseaseso? Unthinkable! Not only is there not the
faintest whisper of evidence to indicate Jesus was ever fisicko a single day of His life, but
there is every evidence to the contrary! In following the divinely revealed laws of God
basic to good, physical health, Jesusd bodily resistance to any disease was especially high.
There are laws involving human diet revealed in the Bible which have to do with the
physical health and well-being of us humans which can only be known through
revelation, and could perhaps never be known through the modern biochemical analyses
of chemistry and nutrition. Consequently, Jesusd parents would have seen to it that He
received the very finest diet available according to their means!

This meant that Jesus was eating whole grain foods, drinking raw milk from domestic
cattle and goats (anyone can tell you that goatés milk, so long as the creature is fed a
reasonably good diet, is much richer than cowds milk), and was eating lamb, mutton,
beef, fish, fowl, and the common diet of a basically agrarian society where food was
never fiprocessedo in the sense that we know it today, where it was seasonal, natural, and
healthful. Further, He had the protection of Godds Holy Spirit throughout His life, and
though there is no mention of it, if Jesus had ever ingested spoiled food, tainted meat, or
anything of any nature that could have brought about physical debility or sickness, there
is no doubt whatever that a divine miracle was instantly imposed, and that Christ was
protected from any ill effects. (Jesus later predicted that His own disciples, in the conduct
of their work in fulfilling the great commission He gave them, would not be affected by
poisonous things, whether they picked them up accidentally as in the case of the Apostle
Paul, who was bitten on the hand by a poisonous serpent while preparing a fire on an
island, or whether they happened to ingest tainted, poisonous drink or other things
dangerous to health!)



From His earliest babyhood then, Jesus followed the laws of physical health. He ate right
foods, got plenty of the, right kind of strenuous exercise, a good full nightds sleep every
single night, and figrew and waxed strongo as a result!

What kind of games did He play? Did Jesus ever indulge in loud noises and fits of
screaming, or throw tantrums as a tiny child? Was He ever given to outbursts of anger?

His play periods were different from those of most normal children of today, in that there
were never any games of pretense, of sham, which required lying, fipretendingo to be
someone He was not, fihero worshipo in the form of the ficops and robbers,0 ficowboys
and Indians,0 played by so many millions of children today! (Or iRomans and Jewso or
fiMaccabees and Romanso back then.)

There were no feelings of self-importance, because there was no vanity!

If you took away vanity and a desire for attention, all the frustrations which bring about
the psychoses, neuroses, mental handicaps and debilities which shape most of the rest of
us, you would see a different picture indeed!

Whether it was a simple game of marbles or the other games Jesus might have played,
you would never have seen a temper tantrum, a sudden burst of crying and fleeing home,
the loud insistence at being number one, the playground altercations, the taunts at other
children to make them feel inferior over a handicap, or any of what we call finormal
behavioro in most children!

What kind of games did Jesus play? In the first place, perhaps the word fiplayo could
never properly be applied to activities which occupied Jesus6 time between His lessons,
studies, learning Josephos trade, and the other essentials of life such as eating, sleeping
and working. If there was any fiplay,0 it was no doubt the kind of play that was totally
constructive!

This means that Jesus, in applying the laws of God perfectly in His life and mind, would
never have attempted to take advantage of someone elseds weakness! If there were any
games He played, they could not have been games constructed around petty vanities of
human ego which make it all essential for the individual to win, no matter by what
means! Jesus might have played figameso of the kind which could stimulate thought, help
develop a vocabulary, develop physical skills, or perhaps even have contests to see who
could finish some constructive project more quickly.

Jesus would have learned self-discipline and the development of physical skills by
leaping, climbing, racing, swimming, possibly playing team games (such as our softball,
basketball, soccer, water polo, etc.), which were inventions of the time. But as a boy He
would never have gone beyond mere contests of physical strength which would not inflict
either pain or injury on the other person.



Jesus most surely would have participated in all those rough-and-ready boyhood sporting
endeavors which would build strong young bodies and give healthy outlet to youthful
energies, but without the feelings of selfish competition.

That meant Jesus would surely have been involved in foot races, in tests of strength in
regard to lifting, pulling, tugging, and other physical contests, including wrestling.

Wrestling has been a popular sport for millennia. It puts full focus on the character of the
wrestlers as well as on their natural strength and technique. Wrestling, as a sport, without
desire to injure or hurt the opponent, builds strength, develops perseverance, generates
mental as well as physical endurance and instills personal confidence. We can be quite
positive that Jesus wrestled as a boy. How? He had previously shown His interest! We
can prove that Jesus, in His preexistent state, had wrestled with Jacob. This remarkable
account in Genesis 32:24-30 shows how God developed the character of Jacob by
wrestling with him for many hours.

There is no reason to assume the Bible requires that Jesus never once suffered minor
nicks, cuts, bruises or abrasions. The Bible does explicitly point out that God had
intended only that not one bone of His body should ever be broken, but there was no such
restriction placed on the possibility of cuts or abrasions.

It would be doubtful, however, because of Jesusd careful attention to Godds laws and also
common sense about safety on the job and principles of fairness in all sports, that Jesus
ever suffered any affliction or injury beyond a very minor nick to a knee or a finger.

Even in these cases, He could quickly look up to God His Father in heaven and ask that
God heal the wound, and God could have answered instantly.

With His fiother dimensional consciousnesso of Godds Holy Spirit, Jesus totally rejected
the group instincts. He never allowed Himself to become a member of a figang.0 As a
boy, He never limited His association to a certain clique®a select few who could find
camaraderie in performing acts of vandalism, playing practical jokes on the elderly,
beating up a member of a rival gang, stealing a farmerds crop, telling giggly tales of sex
exploitation, or engaging in wild escapades during some political or religious holiday, as
do children of our time.

Jesus knew that God was no respecter of persons, and followed that principle perfectly.

He thoroughly knew the proverb that said, iDonét let thine heart envy sinners, but be thou
in the fear of the Lord all the day longo (Prov. 23:17). And, therefore, the excited tales of
other neighborhood boys who would laugh privately about illegal or shameful exploits
would not have been attractive to Him.

But Jesus did live through all of those 30 years prior to the beginning of His ministry. No
doubt every single day and every single week of those years were jam-packed with living
life in the most zestful, enthusiastic, and purposeful manner that has ever been known.



As the years went by, and Jesuso perceptions grew of exactly what He was to do, who He
was and what His calling was, what lay ahead of Him only a few years hence, and the
deadly seriousness of the great task before Him, there is no doubt He studied, thought,
prayed, pondered and struggled with various thought processes in a way none of us can
understand!

Concerning the matter of Jesust education, this no doubt consisted of a manifold
program, which was superior to the kind of education available to the average youth in
our affluent societies of today.

Though the endless fables, oft repeated, were extant in Jesust daydincluding many
exploits of the figodso; common polytheistic theological fantasies told and retold by the
Greeks; fabled stories of Nimrod the hunter from Babylon and of the Pharaohs of old
from Egypt; and even imaginative additions and trappings to the biblical accounts of
Moses and the burning bush, the Noachian deluge, Samson and his strength, David and
Goliath, and Saul and the witch of Endor®Jesus never believed them, and never wasted
His time on them; nor did He grow up believing in fairies or childhood fairy tales. His
education was in the home, in His fatherds trade and business, and was the most valuable
kind available!

No other teaching methods can surpass private tutelage.

Families such as Josephds would have been sufficiently prosperous to have hired a highly
skilled private tutor, or even several, whose occupations consisted of teaching in homes
in the region.

Remember, Jesus grew up in an area which was a virtual crossroads for trade and
commerce, and where the worlds of Europe and Asia met. The area was at least bilingual,
and many people grew up learning to speak three languages. There is every evidence
Jesus spoke Greek as well as fluent Aramaic, and the Bible also indicates He spoke
Hebrew.

How did He learn these languages? The community was mainly bilingual, and parents
spoke two languages or more in their own homes. There were no doubt skilled linguists
who came into Jesusd home and taught Him languages on a regular basis.

In addition to languages, the growing young boy would have been taught music, history,
geography, the science of the time, and would have been especially learning the skills
required in His fatherds building profession, which included physics, engineering,
mathematics, trigonometry, and the many other disciplines required in the construction of
either larger commercial buildings or private homes.

These skills would have included a sense of proportion, symmetry, beauty, harmonies of
color, and adaptation to scale. Anyone who was so versatile so as to be involved not only
in a choice of location, site preparation and the heavier process of laying of foundations
and supporting structures, but even in the finishing of the interior, including the delicate



mosaics and decorative features of such a home, would be considered far more flexible
than are most people in similar trades today!

It is obvious Jesus would have known about art, literature, music, stone working and
building skills, and history. Especially He knew about the Holy Scriptures from start to
finish!

But this knowledge was not automatically inserted into His mind through divine fiat, but
gradually accumulated as He developed and grew.

The Bible plainly says, iThough he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things
which he suffered; and being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation
unto all them that obey himo (Heb. 5:8-9). Learning is a process. So is perfection. Living
perfectly for one day does not mean that an individual is fiperfect,0 for there is much to
learn on the next day. Perfection is not only a process of the guarding of perfect character
and morality, but also a process of acquisition of additional knowledge, and experience,
which together can provide even greater understanding and wisdom.

Because Jesus fiexperiencedo human life in this flesh, He is able to turn to God the Father
as an experienced counselor and adviser and explain on some occasions when a humands
failings have been particularly obnoxious and say to His Father, fiFather, | understand®
please forgive that person!o

Godos Word says Jesus learned fiby the things which He suffered,06 meaning that many
object lessons were learned throughout His young and developing years through that
continual awareness, however painful and disillusioning it may have been, of the
hypocrisies, the hates and jealousies, vanity, carnality and ego which could afflict
members even of His own family and close friends.

Though the Bible calls Him a iman of sorrows and acquainted with grief,0 this cannot
possibly preclude the fact that Jesus was a completely well-rounded personality who
could lay His head back and roar with laughter over something particularly funny; nor did
it preclude Jesus indulging in singing lilting songs on occasion; it is likely that He was
acquainted not only with the religious songs of that time, but also knew of the folk music
of several cultures. Could the very personality of the God Family who invented within us
human beings that fiuniversal languaget of a deep appreciation for, and a desire to
participate in, music have not enjoyed singing? (The only insight that you can gain into
Jesusd musical knowledge was the fact of His deep desire to sing fione more songo with
His disciples following the fiLordds suppero on that final Passover.)

Joseph, while not well-to-do, would have comfortably and adequately provided for his
family. That included the ability to pay for special Levitical teachers whose sole
responsibilities were either in the priestly or educational line, to come into his home as
private tutors on any number of days each week and to teach Jesus special skills in
musical instruments, and in the musical literature of the day.



Thus it was that Jesus grew up not only being at least trilingual within the family, but also
studying languages through those especially skilled in such, and learning at the feet of
brilliant teachers who no doubt very quickly responded to the incredible aptitudes and
insatiable thirst for knowledge the young lad possessed.

Did Jesus know the principles of nuclear fission? Was His mind so brilliant in that first
century that He knew all there was to know about todayds computers, satellites, business
machines, jet aircraft, missiles, and all assorted space-age technology?

Of course not! Although through His awareness of material substances and the physical
forces working upon them, Jesusb grasp of the basic underpinnings of historical and
dynamic geology, paleontology, zoology, biology, history, and other related subjects,
would have been far superior to those of His time, His growing awareness of His own
origins and recollections of the fact that ibefore Abraham was, | amo would have given
him a brilliant and incisive perception of geology and the actual formation and substance
of the earth far beyond the most skillful of teachers of His time. But it was not necessary
for Jesusd mind to acquire knowledge far beyond that which was not commonly available
to the most learned and best-educated person.

Jesus was not a fispace-ageo person in a first-century environment; but He most assuredly
was a visitor from outer space, and had knowledge surpassing those of His first-century
environment by a great measure!

Here was a young lad who, from the time He was six or seven, was cheerfully going
about His daily household chores, looking over His fatherds shoulder as He watched him
work and listening wonderingly as He learned of all of the detailed things he was doing,
going happily to His studies to learn to sing, perhaps to play on an instrument or two, to
study the languages of His time, and to learn so many interesting and absorbing subjects
that His mind was constantly busy. He had no time for the wasteful activities of most
youth.

As soon as He was physically able, 1 am sure Joseph allowed Jesus tasks which would
have developed His young body to make it fistrongo as Luke reports. He could have been
carrying stones, boards and lumber, mortar or plaster, and running errands, fetching tools,
climbing up and down ladders, pushing, pulling. lifting, moving, sliding, and continually
exercising until, at the end of a long day, He was ready for a good solid meal prepared by
a wonderful cook and housekeeper, and to be tucked into bed following a session of
prayer with the family, and no doubt some pretty serious private prayer of His own!

Luke shows how Jesusd parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover.
AANd when he was twelve years old, they went up after the custom of the feast . . .0 (Luke
2:42). As a boy of 12, He was very wise, and very well educated.

It is no accident that the Bible singles out Jesuso twelfth year as an important milestone in
his life. Without my becoming overly laborious on the matter, suffice it to say that man is
not the inventor of numbers, God is. The Bible is very clear on the fact that certain



numbers bear certain significance. The number 12 represents fiorganized beginnings,0 or
a perfect governmental number.

Further, 12 was the age when, according to Jewish custom, a young boy was expected to
pass into the adult community. He began to assume more of the responsibilities of a
young man of the household and the familyés trade, and was looked upon as having
crossed an important threshold at age 12.

Notice the account of Jesuso fidebuto in the public eye from the time of His private
boyhood until the time when He was about 121/2 at the Passover in Jerusalem! iAnd
when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast;
and when they had fulfilled the days, as they were returning, the boy Jesus tarried behind
in Jerusalem; and his parents knew it not, but supposing him to be in the company, they
went a daybs journey; and they sought for him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance:
and when they found him not, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking for himo (Luke 2:42-
45).

That statement tells you a great deal about the family structure. First of all, the very fact
that Jesusd parents did not realize that Jesus had remained behind in Jerusalem for a full
day indicates that Jesus was very mature for His age, well accustomed to handling
responsibilities by Himself, and had the total confidence of His parents. Furthermore, by
this time the other boys or perhaps both of the girls had been born. Twelve long years had
gone by, and Jesus6 brothers and sisters were no doubt along on this journey. Though
Jesus was the only one, as the eldest, who had now (some six months earlier) grown into
his more adult responsibilities, his other brothers, James, Joses, Simon and Juda, and
either one or two girls or even more were probably along. Thatés why the Bible talks
about fithe company,0 and how fithey sought for him among their kinsfolko and
acquaintances.

Joseph and Mary probably searched through parts of the city where they fully expected to
discover Jesus, probably among some of Josephds associates and fellow tradesmen,
suppliers or business acquaintances.

So it was with a great degree of surprise that they finally found him in the temple.

AANd all that heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. And when
they [Joseph and Mary and His family] saw him, they were astonished, and his mother
said unto him, 6Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been
looking for you anxiously! And he said to them, éHow is it that you sought me? Did you
not know that I must be in my Fatherds house [temple courts]?6 And they did not
understand the saying which be spoke to themo (Luke 2:47-50, RSV).

Now thatés interesting. Jesusd parents did not understand the meaning of what Jesus had
done or said. This demonstrates that heretofore Jesus was not a totally out of-the-ordinary
child. He did not constantly tell everyone fiwho He was,0 not even His parents. Though
they surely remembered the unusual nature of His birth, the passage of time and the
normal ebb and flow of the mundane events of daily life dulled Joseph and Marybs



realization of what Jesus was going to do. Jesus did not flaunt this pre-existent life or the
mission of this physical life, even as this realization must have come fully into His
consciousness. No doubt by the time of this incident at age 12, Jesus knew who He was
and what He had to do. Nonetheless, He maintained His finormalo life as a fine, bright,
obedient, young Jewish boy growing up under His parents care.

Jesus was a Jew.

As such, He knew a great deal of persecution throughout His lifedfor it wasn6t easy
growing up in an area of mixed races in His own homeland, including the dark and
swarthy Canaanites, Syrophoenicians, Greeks, Romans, and various other races from the
East, as well as a chance encounter with an Egyptian now and then.

The Decapolis or those ten towns of the plateau the other side of the sea of Galilee®
which spread from southern shore of the Sea of Galilee considerably southward along
both banks of the Jordan River and thence eastward for quite a number of miles into what
is modern-day Jordan®were largely inhabited by Gentiles. The land of Galilee, Judea
and Idumea was made up of various races or mixtures of races.

Jesus grew up in a multiracial, multilingual society, where a young Jewish lad, especially
one in Abusinesso would have encountered all the assorted forms of racism, prejudice,
curses and epithets common even unto this day.

How did Jesus manage to stay totally free from racial bias?

The answer is that He had Godds Holy Spirit without measure, and that the Spirit of God
cannot tolerate the slightest inkling of racial prejudice or bias. (It is strongly implied that
one of Jesusd own disciples was black®Simon the Canaanite®and thus even the
underpinnings of the New Testament Church of God could have been multiracial.)

The very personage who became Jesus Christ of Nazareth had earlier created all the races
of man! | can well imagine that when the conversation turned to race, Jesus as a boy
would never have taken great issue with someone who called Him fia dirty Jew.o

Never could Jesus have laughed at ethnic tales which tended to belittle or ridicule the
members of another race merely because of their color of skin, stature, language, general
physical or cultural characteristics. He knew that He was come unto the world, as well as
unto His own people, and that He would be the filight of all meno and finally fidraw all
men unto myself.0

No doubt, through Jesusd young life, there were any number of smirking little ruffians
who knew how different He was, and continually tried to trip Him up in His lifestyle and
His ways. Also there were no doubt other groups who attempted to entice Him to join
with them in plotting some thuggery or other.

But Jesus had been learning the deep wisdom of the Proverbs, and would have recalled
what some of them had said, iMy son, if sinners entice you, do not consent. If they say,



6Come with us, let us lie in wait for blood, let us wantonly ambush the innocent; . . . we
shall find all precious goods, we shall fill our houses with spoil; throw in your lot among
us, we will all have one purse.60Jesus would have remembered that Solomon said, iMy
son, do not walk in. the way with them, hold back your foot from their paths; for their
feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed bloodo (Prov. 1: 10-16, RSV).

AChicken!o would not have dislodged Jesus from His stolid refusal to engage in the
vicious antics of youthful gangs, since He knew they were all a group of filthy, sniffing
little cowards and very likely told them so.

Also, Jesus was not ashamed of His father or His mother, or their business, their home,
their background, or their example. (Not that they were perfect, in the sense that there
was never a cross word, or that they lived an absolutely flawless life.)

Jesus could grow up as a young boy remembering that He was the one who had inspired
Solomon to write, fiRejoice, O young man, in your youth. Let your heart cheer you all the
days of your youth, and walk in the ways of your own heart, and in your own sight: but
you had better understand that for every one of these things, even during your youthful
days, God will bring you into judgment.

AiTherefore, dondt be sorrowful about it, but put away evil from your day-to-day physical
life, because a great deal of childhood and youth is an empty pursuit for less goalso (Eccl.
11: 9-10, paraphrased).

Chapter 4

Jesus and His Family

In the beginning of Jesusd ministry, the narrative in the sixth chapter of Mark shows that
He fiwent out from thence,0 that is, from the shores of the Sea of Galilee, and came into
His fiown countryo meaning Nazareth.

The local officials in the synagogue were astounded when Jesus suddenly appeared in the
synagogue of Nazareth preaching and teaching and, true to human nature, they used the
ancient old dodge, fiJust who does he think he is?0

The account says they were astonished and said, iFrom whence hath this man these
things? And what wisdom is this which is given unto him, that even such mighty works
are wrought by his hands? Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James,
and Joses, and of Juda and of Simon? And are not his sisters here with us? And they
were offended at himo (Mk. 6:2-3).

Jesus was a member of a large family; the eldest of at least seven children®at least four
brothers (all named) and two sisters (plural!) in addition to Himself. Notice that this
account occurs in the very beginning of His public ministry; this was apparently His first



official appearance in the synagogue in His hometown of Nazareth. By no stretch of the
imagination could these rulers of the synagogue have been referring to men by the name
of James, Joses, Juda and Simon, nor could they have been referring to fiHis sisters,0 in a
religious sense. In no way could these religious leaders have meant that they understood
that these individuals, whoever they were, were merely fiacquaintanceso of Jesus, and
therefore were fispiritual brothers and sisterso rather than flesh-and-blood kin. Remember,
this was the very beginning of Jesusé ministrythe Pharisees knew of no disciples yet!
These brothers and sisters would not have been fispiritual brothers and sisters, because
there werenft any yet known!

These petty complaints of Mark 6:2-3 should tell us a lot. First, they knew He had great
wisdom; they knew He was performing miracles. Second, their remarks indicate that
Joseph, Jesusd legal father, was already dead, or they would have included him in their
mention of the family members. Third, it proves Jesus lived most of His younger life in
Nazareth; that He was a ficarpentero (contractor would be a better term today, as you will
see), and that he had four brothers and at least two sisters!

For reasons of traditional doctrine, some religions refuse to admit this simple truth.

Some have argued, from Markds account in Mark 3:31 of Jesusé mother and brother
trying to communicate to Him through the crowd, that Jesuso subsequent statement is
proof that there were no real flesh and blood brothers but only Jesuso brothers in the
spiritual sense.

AGANd his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside they sent to him and called
him. And a crowd was sitting about him; and they said to him, 6'Y our mother and your
brothers are outside asking for you!6

AANd he replied, 0Who are my mother and my brothers?)

AANd looking around on those who sat about him, he said, 6Here are my mother and my
brothers! Whoever does the will of God is my brother, and sister, and motherto (MK.
3:31-35, RSV).

Jesus never failed to turn a statement, a question, a situation into a vivid spiritual lesson
concerning His calling, His gospel message of the coming kingdom, and mands
brotherhood to fellow man.

In Jesusd mind was the fullest awareness of His heavenly origins; His direct relationship
to the entirety of the human race by virtue of being the very Creating Agent of the first
human beings; His kinship to His own people, to whom He was sent; and finally by
virtue of His teachings to His own disciples and close circle of confidants, the
fibrotherhoodo which existed between Him and this group. Remember, however, that the
leaders of the synagogue in Nazareth actually knew the names of Jesusd flesh and blood
brothers and listed each of them in their plaintive protest against Jesusé miracles and His
teachings®unable to believe that a local man could possess such powers.



John 2:12 is very plain. iAfter this he went down to Capernaum, he, and his mother, and
his BRETHREN, and his disciples: and they continued there not many days.o Here, the
biblical account written by John, that fidisciple whom Jesus loved,0 very clearly shows
that His disciples and His fibrethreno were two different groups of people.

Now read the critical verse of Mark 6:3 again. As Jesus was teaching in the synagogue,
some of His persecutors began to say, fils not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the
brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? And are not his sisters here with
us? And they were offended at him. But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without
honour, but in his own country, and among his own kin, and in his own house.0

Notice: Jesus plainly said iAmong his OWN KIN.0

He plainly admitted, then, that He, the prophet who was being dishonored, was, at that
time, in His own country, and among his own kin.

(The James who is mentioned here as one of Jesusd brothers is spoken of as fithe Lordds
brothero by the apostle Paul in Galatians 1: 19. It was this James who later became the
leading apostle of the headquarters church in Jerusalem (Acts 15:13) and who wrote the
book of James. Also, one of Jesusd earliest disciples was James the son of Zebedee and
the brother of John. Then, there was another man whose name was James, who was also
one of Jesusd disciples, who was the son of Alphaeus, and who was sometimes called
fiJames the Less.0)

Jesusd brothers and sisters were no doubt converted following His crucifixion and
resurrection (though there is no record that they all were).

The events of their entire lives; of living with and around this remarkable man, seeing the
throngs following Him and the vast ministry, which reached such proportions that people
flocked up to the Galilean hills from as far away as Jerusalem and all the environs of
Judea, and from as far north as up into modern Lebanon of today, the fiseacoasts of Tyre
and Sidon,0 were a powerful witness to Jesusé own kin.

They had known of His growing preoccupation with His ministry@®His confrontation
with Satan the Devil and His subsequent calling of His disciples®and had closely known
of all the details of His ministry.

If there was any individual with the psychological hang-up which would have represented
a true barrier to accept the plain truth about Jesusé origins, it would have been His own
flesh and blood brothers and sisters! (Incidentally, concerning these sisters, there is no
reason really to limit the number of girls in the family to only two. There could have been
three, or four, or even more.)

But the Resurrection PROVED it to them. They had grown up together; had eaten,
played, worked, laughed and sung together; had taken lessons from their tutors together;
and had been educated in the languages, history, geography, science and literature of the
day together, most especially a thorough education in the sacred scriptures.



And what about Jesusd brothers? Did they all die celibates? Were none married? Did
none of them survive that tumultuous first century following the establishment of the
New Testament Church to live normal lives and raise families?

Peter was married (Mat. 8:14, Luke 4:38, 1 Cor. 9:5). There is no proof one way or the
other there were any children; though it is safe to assume there most certainly were, since
this was the expected custom of the time, and it makes a great deal more understandable
how Peter and Andrew (who some authorities say was Peterds elder brother) were able to
leave their familyds business, and to follow Christ in His journeys. If there were strong
young sons coming along, brought up in the trade of their father, as was Jewish custom
and tradition, then the narrative of Peterds and Andrewods call makes more sense. Of
course, there could have been other brothers not mentioned.

But do you realize what some of this implies?

It merely implies that the human physical family of Jesus Christ of Nazareth did not
necessarily die in the first century; that some of those family members no doubt did live
and continue to build families and leave progeny after themselves. If this is true (and
there seems every likelihood it is) then the descendants of those families directly related
to Jesus Christ through Mary, that is, the progeny of Joseph and Mary and their ancestors,
may still be walking this earth today!

Jesus, then, while He was not married, did grow up as a young man with brothers and
sisters, and was very definitely a fifamily mano in the sense that He, as the elder brother,
became the leader of the family, and directly responsible for it.

Not one more word is heard of Joseph after the mention of the word fiparentso in the
second chapter of Luke. From that time on, whenever Mary and the other children are
mentioned, they are alone. Obviously, though the Bible does not record the event, Joseph
had died some time after Christos twelfth birthday and prior to His thirtieth, Joseph is
never mentioned, and is nowhere on the scene, during the, entirety of Christds ministry, or
even at His death.

To some, it was even necessary for Mary to be fiimmaculately conceived,o in order that
Christds birth could be as holy and fiimmaculateo as it properly should be. But, if Mary,
why not her mother, grandmother, etc.? For that matter why not her father and his father,
and so on?

Interesting, isnft itdhow some of the major doctrines of professing Christianity cannot
be found in the Bible? There is no mention whatever of Mary being Aiimmaculately
conceivedo and the words arendt even used in the Bible.

Because of Augustinian guilt complexes, religious folk have taken the completely
erroneous notion that sex is dirty, filthy, evil, and, even if necessary for the propagation
of the human race, it is surely something of which to be ashamed.



For some to entertain in their minds that Mary was conceived in the same way they
weredby the ghastly, evil, fidirtyd method of (blush!) sexual intercourse®is unthinkable.

If Mary were Aiimmaculately conceivedo by a divine miracle, then she, and not Jesus, was
the fifirst begotteno of God. This tends to place Mary above the Son of God, at least in
form if not in substance. This seems to be the religion of millions. But the Bible teaches
no such doctrine.

While Mary is deeply respected and honored in memory of her sacrifice (for thatés what
it was!) in humbly accepting the calling of God to be chosen as the human mother by
whom the very God of life would become human, there is no teaching whatever from
Genesis to Revelation that she is to be worshiped. Respected, loved, yes; but worshiped,
no. The Bible instructs that God (the Family of God including the Father and the Son)
only is to be fiworshipedo!

(The doctrine of the worship of Mary is as non-biblical as is the fable of the Trinity. Mary
was said to have been found fiwith child of the Holy Spirit.0 [As an aside, if the Holy
Spirit were a person, then Jesus prayed to the wrong Father! Trinitarians admit that the
Father is a distinct person of the Godhead. If He is the Father God, and the Father of
Jesus, then it was He, by and through the limitless power of His Spirit, called the iHoly
Spirito that performed the miracle of Christis begetting as a human being.])

Mary was not fidirtiedo or fidefiledo or in some way unworthy of being named the mother
of the son of God because she was conceived in the same way you and | were conceived.

God fiinventedo marriage, and commanded that a man and his wife fibecome one flesho in
the normal, wholesome embrace of human love, in sexual intercourse. God says,
fiMarriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled ...0 (Heb. 13:4).

Neither was it a shame for Mary to have other children, after Jesus was born; and yes,
these were conceived through sexual union with her husband. Even the plain language of
Matthew 1:24 ought to tell any thinking person that. The Bible says, iThen Joseph being
raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife:
And knew her not until she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name
JESUS.0

Even the translators of 1611 could not bring themselves to give the proper rendition of
the Greek word by admitting it should have read, iAnd did not know her carnally until
after . . .0 or some similar rendering which would have made the verse more obvious.

The fact that Joseph fitook unto him his wifeo is rather plain. The fact that Jesus was the
fifirstborno implies a fisecondborn,d and so on. The fact that Joseph fiknew hero [carnally]
not untilo after Jesus was born is plainly indicative of the fact that Joseph did fiknow hero
in full sexual intercourse after Jesus was born.

At the time of the annunciation and their journey to Bethlehem for the birth of their first
child, Joseph was unable to afford anything more than a pair, of turtledoves as a



dedication sacrifice (Lev. 12:8; Luke 2:24). Apparently, he could not afford the price of a
lamb.

This has been taken by some to imply that Joseph and Mary were in a state of near
poverty. While obviously not fiwealthyo by any standards, Joseph, however, was an
industrious worker and a more than adequate provider. Remember, they had been forced
to make an arduous journey at a critical time in Maryds pregnancy. No doubt, it required
extra expense for proper animals and conveyances to insure Mary a comfortable trip.
Further, there was the problem of taxation, of enforced payoffs to various petty officials,
Roman soldiers or others along the route.

The family God selected to be the human guardian and physical mother of the very Son
of God would have measured up to the strictest standards of Godbs own laws of Industry,
labor, honesty and thrift.

Godos laws established principles of hard work, and Joseph would have followed those
principles diligently. There was no spiritual or biblical requirement that Joseph and his
family be wealthy; but there is every reason to believe there was a strong requirement
that he measure up to the biblical fiwork ethico of the Old Testament.

The biblical principles demanded that a man be energetic and hard-working enough to lay
up for fAhis childrends childreno indicating that each tradesman was fully expected
according to Goddés Word to be successful enough that he would, at the end of his life,
have provided a sufficient estate that even his grandchildren would be given a little head
start in their own careers.

So, accepting the biblical account at face value, then, it is simply inconceivable that
Joseph was anything less than moderately successful; not necessarily wealthy but
certainly not poor. He would not have had a single child more than he could have
afforded or provided for; and each of the children would have been partners with him as
soon as his physical stature and grasp of the trade allowed.

The word ficarpentero relating to Joseph is very misleading in modern terminology, and is
far better rendered fistone masono or fiartisan.0 The Greek word is tekton and most
biblical authorities agree it had a far wider application than merely the term ficarpentero
as it might be applied today. In our specialized societies, carpenters are thought of as
those who work with sawn and hewn lumber, and primarily work only at pounding nails
into boards.

Ask a modern carpenter if this is fiall he doeso and he will very likely give you a lengthy
lecture about the many skills required to become a good carpenter.

However, during the day of Jesus Christ, ficarpentryo included much more than just the
fabrication of wooden dwellings. Most of the homes were a combination of stone, mud
and clay, hewn beams and filumber.o



The city where Jesus spent much of His early ministry around the Galilean area was
Capernaum. | have been to Capernaum several times, and have seen the remnants of the
porches, the arches, the mosaics, and the walls of the buildings which were there during
the time of Christ.

Capernaum, at that time, was a beaming, modern, beautifully sculptured Grecian-type
city. It was filled with beautiful multileveled homes which had large central gardens,
mosaic walks, fountains and even, believe it or not, indoor bathrooms and steam baths!

The homes of the wealthier class at that time were marvels of architecture; and a far cry
from the stone and adobe hovels imagined by many as being the general domicile of the
time.

A ficarpentero would have to have a certain familiarity with mathematics, engineering
principles (working with block and tackle, levers, and knowing how to construct arches
and cantilever overhanging balconies, etc.) and especially would have to be skillful in
finishing work, such as interior surfaces, mosaic hallways and walkways, and would even
have to know a certain amount about plumbing.

For, during that period and in, the first two or three centuries thereafter, home, plumbing
included indoor water, which was delivered via a system of pipes and could be cut off by
valves just as in a modern home today.

From their earliest age Jesus and His brothers learned the skills of the trade, and Jesus, as
the older brother, could well have been the one primarily concerned with keeping of
family records, payment of bills, ordering of materials, the writing and signing of
contracts, and the required barter, both in the marketplace and with passing caravans, for
tools and building supplies.

From earliest moments of boyhood, Jesus, James, Joseph, and later little Simon would
perhaps run down to the public market when they had heard the tinkling of the bells of a
long heavily laden caravan coming through the area from the trade routes from the north
and the east, realizing that it might be a timely opportunity to purchase some finely made
tapestries, rugs, yardage of fine fabrics for Mary and the girls to make into clothing, or
perhaps even some of the famous metal tools, adzes, drawknives, chisels and heavier
quarrying tools produced by the nations to the east.

Probably by the time Jesus was in His late teens or early twenties, His legal guardian
Joseph was dead. The family business passed into the hands of Jesus, His eldest son,
together with the other brothers.

Jesus grew up in a family environment, with an intelligent and well educated group of
young men and women maturing under the careful guardianship of Joseph until his death,
and later under the love, warmth and sympathetic concern of Mary.

A greater grasp of the New Testament would lead any thinking person to ponder whether
the great God®who shows us that the family represents the most basic building block of



society, the underpinning of civilization, and the unit which is held up in the Bible as a
divinely ordained unit and used as a direct analogy of the relationship between Christ and
His Church®would have been an only child, and never would have known the sharing,
giving, close relationship of a family.

The familyds concerns were Jesusd concerns for the bulk of His life on this earth. While
His intensive studies and private tutelage sessions, plus His countless hours spent in
fervent prayer and even fasting from time to time, were diligently preparing Him for the
tumultuous and challenging ministry He was later to fulfill, from His boyhood and on up
through His early teenage and beyond, Jesus learned that close-knit experience of living
among the members of His own family and the conduct of a family trade.

The family took yearly trips to Jerusalem on the occasion of annual holy days, and
perhaps went twice a year or even more. Other shorter trips might have included a visit to
the Mediterranean Sea in the Syrophoenician coastland (a place to which Jesus resorted
for a-much-needed rest during a particular stressful part of His ministry later on), to the
snow-covered mountains of Hermon, or down into the beautiful Sharon valley and to the
Mediterranean.

Woas Jesus ever cheated?

Surely, Jesusi reputation as a tradesman was one of total honesty and generosity, and
there were no doubt a great number of individuals who felt He was fian easy marko for
shyster deals.

Jesus would have never entered into a loud argument with other tradesmen, suppliers, or
homeowners about alleged mishandling of money or goods. His entire message later
showed that gentle and meek spirit of a willingness to accept abuse, of turning the other
cheek, of gladly handing a man an inner garment and also giving, if required, an outer
one, and if, being pressed by a Roman soldier riding the mail circuit to carry the heavy
mail sacks, not only to walk the required mile in the cool mountain elevations of
Nazarethds beautiful conifers, but to go an extra mile or so down the trail with the Roman
before turning back home.

It is a great mistake to erase from your minds the entire life story, personality, boyhood,
family environment and building trade of Jesus the carpenter, and try only to imagine
Him in some super-religious postures, as a mature man during His ministry, gleaned from
a few accounts in the gospels.

Though God did not intend to give us a lengthy biography of Jesusé boyhood, neither did
He want the terrible perversion of the plain truth concerning Christos early life, which
portrays Him as an only child, a sorrowful-eyed vagabond who seemingly appears out of
nowhere at about age 30 and begins challenging the religious leaders with His strange
doctrines.

Chapter 5



Jesus in Palestine ©
The Historical Facts

The importance of Jesus Christos life and death is recorded in the New Testament. Yet for
those who do not accept the New Testament as accurate history, other records have been
preserved which clearly show that the human life of Jesus Christ was fact®not fiction.

In times past and present, some atheists and agnostics have gone so far as to claim that no
real evidence exists outside the New Testament to prove that Jesus of Nazareth actually
lived, and died. And the New Testament, of course, is dismissed as a pious fraud.

It is true that no record of the crucifixion of Jesus has come down to us from Pilate
himself. But other records have been preserved which do mention Jesus of Nazareth.
These records are non-Christian in origin and, hence, can be regarded as neutral,
disinterested, historical proof of Jesuso life and subsequent crucifixion by the Romans.

Writing around the end of the first Century A.D., the Roman historian Suetonius tells us
that in A.D. 49 the Emperor Claudius banished all Jews from the city of Rome (an
incident also mentioned in Acts 18:2): fiHe expelled the Jews from Rome, on account of
the, riots in which they were constantly indulging, at the instigation of Chrestuso
(Claudius, 25, 4).

AChrestuso was a common misspelling of the name of Christ. These riots were probably a
result of the recent arrival in Rome of Christianity, which would have caused
considerable dissension in the Jewish community there, as it did elsewhere (see, for
example, Acts 21:31). Writing many years later, Suetonius doubtless misunderstood the
police records of the rioting and took the name of fiChrestuso to refer to some individual
of that name.

A more detailed account of Christ comes from the Roman historian Tacitus. Writing
between A.D. 115 and 117, Tacitus tells us that in A.D. 64 the Emperor Nero tried to
blame the disastrous fire in Rome on the Christians. Tacitus then goes on to describe
these Christians: fiThey got their name from Christ, who was executed by sentence of the
Procurator Pontius Pilate in the reign of Tiberius. That checked the pernicious
superstition for a short time, but it broke out afresh®not only in Judea, where the plague
first arose, but in Rome itself, where all the horrible and shameful things in the world
collect and find a homeo (Annals, XV,44).

From Tacitusés comments it is clear he had no sympathy for Christianity. Yet for him
there was no question that its founder actually lived and was executed by Pontius Pilate
while he was procurator over Judea several decades earlier. Tacitus was not writing from
hearsay. He was a Roman historian of note; he had access to official court records,
diplomatic correspondence and Roman archives. Aside from his pagan, anti-Christian
bias, his account is a reliable confirmation of the New Testament account of Christds
death and its aftermath.



Roman historians are not the only ones who tell us of Jesus of Nazareth. Ancient Jewish
traditions preserved in the Talmud also mention Him. Jewish scholars generally agree
that some traditions of Jesus6 death by crucifixion were maintained among the Jews for
several centuries after the event and were finally put in written form in the Babylonian
Talmud about A.D. 500. One such passage®which some think refers to Jesus, though a
number feel it refers to someone elseAreads as follows: AON the eve of Passover they
hanged Yeshu and the herald went before him for forty days saying, He is going forth to
be stoned in that he hath practiced sorcery and beguiled and led astray Israel. Let
everyone knowing aught in his defense come and plead for him. But they found naught in
his defense and hanged him on the eve of Passovero (Sanhedrin, 43A).

Another account of Jesus is found in the writings of the famous Jewish historian Flavius
Josephus of the first century AD. However, historians feel that the passage was later
altered by a Christian scribe to make Josephus say that Jesus was possibly the Messiah®
something Josephus himself probably did not write. However, one Jewish scholar has
rendered the passage as follows: iNow, there was about this time Jesus, a wise man; for
he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such men as receive the truth with
pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the Jews and many of the Gentiles. And
when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men among us, had condemned him to the
cross, those that loved him at the first ceased not so to do; and the race of Christians, so
named from him are not extinct even nowo (Klausner, Jesus of Nazareth, pp. 55-56).

Josephus also mentions Jesus briefly in another passage which scholars feel is quite
genuine: fiHe [Annas] convened a judicial session of the Sanhedrin and brought before it
the brother of Jesus the so-called Christ®James by nhamed®and some others, whom he
charged with breaking the law and handed over to be stoned to death (Josephus,
Antiquities, XX,200).

Many other accounts, mostly fragmentary, have come down to us besides the ones that
are quoted here. Many of these give further details which corroborate the New Testament
accounts of Jesus. These documents so vindicate the New Testament record that
Professor Klausner stated: filf we possessed them alone, we should know nothing except
that in Judaea there had existed a Jew named Jesus who was called the Christ, the
0Anointedd; that he performed miracles and taught the people; that he was killed by
Pontius Pilate at the instigation of the Jews; that he had a brother named James, who was
put to death by the High Priest Annas, the son of Annas; that owing to Jesus there arose a
special sect known as Christians; that a community belonging to this sect existed in Rome
fifty years after the birth of Jesus, and that from the time of Nero, the sect greatly
increased; regarded Jesus as virtually divine, and underwent severe persecutiono (Jesus of
Nazareth, p. 62).

False concepts of a false Jesus would be at least partially removed by understanding more
of the environment that was Palestine during Jesuso day. Few understand the true picture
of Jesus as framed in the social customs, the type of architecture, the flow of commerce
and business, and the whole panorama of Jewish life during that Herodian period.



It is incredible that so many books of theological research, Bible dictionaries, histories of
the Holy Land, and other works on the life and time of Jesus use the illustrations of a
Palestine of the turn of the century®the old woodcuts, travelogue photos, and oft-
reprinted scenes of the bleak ruins of ancient cities, Bedouin tents, camel caravans, filthy
streets and rocky, barren hillsides®which tend to leave the impression that this is the
Palestine of the time of Christ.

Nothing could be further from the truth.

The land that is now drastically depleted, mostly deforested, heavily eroded and reduced
to dust, was, almost nineteen hundred years ago, a verdant, beautiful, rich part of the
world, virtually unrivaled in industry, wealth and strength.

If you could have walked the streets of the cities of Capernaum, Nazareth, through any of
the confederation of the DecapolisA®the ten towns in the Galilean region®you would
have been startled by the quality and wealth. And Jerusalem itself? You would have been
even more amazed than were Jesuso own disciples over the beauty, magnificence and size
of Jerusalem, especially of those buildings associated with the temple.

In ancient times, God had promised the Israelites a land fiflowing with milk and honey.o
One remembers the account of the spies sent to search out the land who came back with
tales not only of giant men, but of fruits and produce so abundant and so large that they
are virtually unknown among modern agricultural products today.

The implication of the account of one cluster of grapes being carried on a pole by two
men is clear; each grape must have been about the size of a plum or a lemon!

AANd they came to the Valley of Eshcol, and cut down from there a branch with a single
cluster of grapes, and they carried it on a pole between two of them; they brought also
some pomegranates and figs.

AANd they came to Moses ... and they told him, 0We came to the land to which you sent
us; it flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruitdo (Num. 13:23-27, RSV).

The early Israelites weren6t only impressed by the gigantic size of the fruits and produce
of the landAthey were frightened to death at the size of the people living, there! They
said, fi. . . all the people that we saw in it are men of great stature . . . and we seemed to
ourselves like grasshoppers...0 (Num. 13:32-33). It is logical to have expected that the
largest and therefore strongest peoples would populate the richest areas.

The land of Israel combines every variety of climate, from the perennial snows on
beautiful Mount Hermon and the cooler higher elevations of Lebanon, to the more
pleasant warmth of the valleys of Galilee, and the tropical and humid climate of the
Jordan River facing the Mediterranean Sea. According to the most ancient records, every
fish imaginable teemed the waters of that country (fishing was a major industry as
evidenced by some of Jesust own disciplest occupations) and birds and wild fowl were
abundant.



In your mindds eye, you need to imagine a country more like some of the western
mountain states of the United States®perhaps portions of northern or central California,
but in a much smaller area, encompassing a deep depression (such as Death Valley)
wherein lies the Salt Sea and the terminus of the Jordan River, together with lofty snow
clad mountains, higher elevations festooned with conifers of every sort, especially the
world-famed fiCedars of Lebanon,0 seemingly endless corn and pasture lands, terraced
hills covered with olives and vines, glades and pleasant valleys bubbling with springs and
streams. Naturally, by the time of Christ, a great deal of the land had been abused and no
small amount of depletion of natural resources and subsequent erosion and loss of arable
soil had already occurred. Still, it was immensely richer than it is today.

Therefore, although many glowing accounts of the beauty of that land exist in the books
of Exodus, Leviticus, and some of the major prophets, descriptions of pastures which
seemed to be ficlothed with flockso and of fithe land of milk and honeyo may not have
been quite so accurate by Jesuso day. Nevertheless, abundant literature exists, and
archaeological finds substantiate, that the Palestine of Jesust day was luxuriously wealthy
in natural resources; dotted with towns and cities that were resplendent examples of the
finest engineering and architectural principles of that day and represented one of the most
important possessions of the Roman Empire. Palestine was prized for its exports of fruit,
grains, olives, wine, oils, spices, and the by no means meager returns to Roman treasuries
from the heavy system of taxation imposed upon the people.

Herod was a great builder. Not only was the temple during Jesust day an absolute marvel
of glittering stone and beautiful architecture, but there were so many fortresses, palaces,
temples, amphitheaters and public monuments that it was said even in faraway Rome that
some structures of the area of Palestine were among the very finest in the empire, looked
upon as a jewel in the crown of Caesar himself.

Try to imagine the city of Capernaum, which in fact was a most important city, and
frequently mentioned by the writers of the Bible in connection with the life and ministry
of Jesus.

Millions of Bible illiterates think of Christés ministry as having taken place in the streets
of Jerusalem. Many suppose His iSermon on the Mounto was probably delivered on the
fiMount of Oliveso adjacent to Jerusalemdfew seem to understand most of this Ministry
was conducted in northern Israel, around Capernaum and the dozens of towns in Galilee.

Galilee was a motley collection of many races and religions, distinctly tainted with
foreign and distasteful elements, in the opinion of the religious bigots of Jerusalem.

Galileans were generally regarded as a crude half-breed lot, looked upon with Varying
degrees of pity and contempt. The present-day attitudes of some New Englanders toward
those from Dixie with a iSouthern drawlo might be an appropriate analogy. Thatés why
the intellectual and spiritual leaders of Jerusalem called Christ and His disciples a crude
and fiunlearnedo lot, without academic or spiritual credentials.



Even though Jesus grew up in Nazareth after His family returned from their exile in
Egypt, Josephds business took him and his sons into the other cities and towns in the
Galilean area. Remember that a young Jewish boy was expected to join the adult
community at about age 12; that it was a sober time of Roman occupation, heavy taxation
and poverty, ferment and potential for rebellion (there had been a spate of abortive
attempts at Maccabean revivals), and the fear of the life-and-death power of the religious
leaders, as well as the oppressive rule of the previous Herod.

It was hardly a cheerful time for carefree young children to grow up with time on their
hands for endless play and daydreams. Jesus had been taught His fatherds trade from His
earliest youth, and no doubt labored, first at His fatheros side (Joseph), and, following
Josephds death, as the head of the family and its business.

His building trade was well known throughout the area; and, just as it is quite common
for a contractor or a carpenter to live in a home built with his own hands, by his own
design, or by his own firm, so Jesus and His brothers, Joses, Simon, Jude and James,
together with their helpers, must have constructed a large home for their family in
Capernaum.

That home in Capernaum and the city itself are prominent in the early ministry of Jesus.
When Jesus would return to Capernaum He was said to have been fiat homeo (Mark 2: 1,
RSV). His disciple Matthew (also called Levi), writer of the first of the gospels, was a
resident of that city as well (Matt. 9: 9).

According to archaeological discoveries, the city of Capernaum, like many other port
cities, seemed to be divided into two distinct sections. The one part was almost wholly
devoted to the fishery industry, the other to the business and residential sections of what
was one of the finest cities of that part of the world.

Peter and Andrew both lived in nearby Bethsaida, along the shore of the lake a few miles
further south (Mark 1:29), and Peter owned a home there (Matt. 8:14; Mark 1:30; Luke
4:38).

Try to imagine that you are standing in one of the main streets in Capernaum. You would
no doubt see houses of all types, differing in size and scope depending entirely upon the
substance and wealth of the owners; the houses would range from small cottages only 30
or 40 feet square, on up to large homes of the fairly wealthy of two or even three stories
or more. While not common, it would, not have been rare to see any number of homes of
two stories or more which would have featured rich architectural embellishments of
pillars and decorative friezes, built in the style of the Roman villas of the same period.

On entering such a home, you would have noticed the beautiful stone work, or marble or
more expensive stone, the walls painted with delicate colors such as vermilion (or white-
washed), and a large interior courtyard, where you would have seen a pool and possibly a
fountain. Opening to either side would be living quarters, and to the rear and upstairs
would be large public rooms for dining and family meetings. A wide stairway of
beautiful quarried stone would lead directly from the street up the side of the home to the



rooftop. Building codes of the time required that the large rooftops be provided with
decorative handrails to protect people from falling. The roof would probably have been
paved with brick or stone, or possibly one of the cements used at the time. The roofs
always sloped slightly toward the front, so that the cisterns (sometimes contained even
within the homes themselves) were filled with rainwater by ducts which caught the rains
of the wet season.

It would be quite common to see families of the cities of Palestined®including Jerusalem
and those of the Galilean aread®gather in the cool of an evening on their roof-tops for
discussion or to call to the neighbors across the way. Actually, the way the homes were
built it was possible to go from roof to roof. Rabbinic literature spoke of the firoad of the
roofs.0 Read Jesuso statement in Matthew 24 of one who might be caught on the housetop
during the time of severe national crisis. (He was speaking both of the destruction of
Jerusalem in A.D. 70 and of a time called in the Bible fithe Great Tribulationo yet ahead.)
Jesus told them not to come down to take anything which might be in their house,
indicating that they could use the firoad of the, roofs,0 passing from roof to roof until,
perhaps at the final home in the block, they might make good their escape by descending
to the ground.

Once, Jesus was gathered together with His disciples and a large crowd of people inside
His own home in the city of Capernaum. A group of people, desperate to have their sick
friend healed, took up the stones of the roof and let the sick man down into the large
upper room where Jesus was. AAnd again he entered again into Capernaum after some
days; and it was noised that he was in the house. And straightway many were gathered,
insomuch that there was no room to receive them, no, not so much as about the door: and
he preached the word unto them. And they came unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy,
which was borne of four. And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press,
they uncovered the roof where he was: And when they had broken it up, they let down
the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay. When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick
of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven theed (Mark 2:1-5).

This reveals that Jesus was in a home which was obviously His own. It was noised abroad
that He was fiin the houseo which is rendered by other translations fiat home.o This also
illustrates the fact that those who were so anxious to have their friend healed were easily
able to climb to the rooftop via the outer stairway.

Jesus was in His own home, either in a large upper room capable of accommodating more
than one hundred persons, or, possibly, in a large central courtyard that was a feature of
Jewish homes of that size and scale. Servantsd quarters and the vestibule for guests were
located near the front, sleeping quarters around both sides, and larger upper rooms toward
the rear with a large family kitchen. It was not unusual for such homes to have interior
fountains with plantings, and many of them would have been open to the outside air, not
unlike those Spanish villas designed at a much later time.

Jesusd ministry centered around the area of Capernaum, and later, the city where He grew
up and was so well known, Nazareth. The synagogue into which He entered and healed



the man with a withered hand on the Sabbath (Markds third chapter) was no doubt the
synagogue of the city of Capernaum.

He was teaching fiby the seasided (Mark 4: 1) of the Sea of Galilee. Capernaum occupied
its northwestern shore. When the fifth chapter speaks of Jesus going fito the other side of
the sea, to the country of the Gadarenes,0 it refers to the Golan Heights of today.

Chapter 6
What Jesus Looked Like

What did Jesus look like?

Scripture indicates Jesus was neither outstandingly tall, nor outstandingly short; He was
therefore of the average height of the average Jewish young man of His day. Research
suggests that men were somewhat larger then than they subsequently became during the
Middle Ages; consequently Jesus could have been between 56 70 and 56100.

His physical stature would have been similar to any other average laboring person who
had spent his growing years lifting, tugging, pushing, pulling, and enjoying hard work out
of doors.

The Bible states that the body is the fitemple of the Holy Spirit,0 indicating that Jesus
must have had a strong, healthy body. Furthermore, the Bible reveals that Jesus was made
in the exact similitude of the Father.

Since Jesus in His prehuman life and God the Father did the planning and designing of
the human body, it is logical to conclude that Jesus had a flawless or perfect human form.

This, by itself, is not necessarily unique. There are many millions who are so blessed with
that right combination of muscular development and symmetry so as to appear perfectly
and equally proportioned, yet without the bulging muscles of a professional weight lifter
or the opposite extreme of gawky thinness.

Jesus looked like what He was: a commonplace Jew of first-century Palestine. And as
such, Jesus could have been either blond, redheaded, or dark-headed. There is no way to
really tell, since members of the family of Judah can regularly exhibit any of this range of
complexions and/or colors of eye or hair.

If we may speculate, it may be reasonable to postulate that Jesus could have looked
somewhat like his physical ancestor, David.

There is evidence that David was firuddyo in complexion, meaning he was fair skinned,
and probably red haired. David also wore a beard. He was shorter in stature than his other
brothers, yet was well muscled and quite physically strong.



The picture of David as the young dark-haired lad with a sling in his hand that is popular
in some family Bibles may be erroneous according to the biblical descriptions of the man,
but then an exact picture would be impossible to draw, since there is no physical
description in sufficient enough detail.

If following the reasoning that Jesus was from Davidds own lineage, and that David was
in fact a type of Jesus Christ, if there is any such fitype and anti-type,o perhaps Jesus
could also have been fair and red haired (freckle-faced also?).

Of course in one sense, it is not important what Jesus looked like or what He wore! It
frankly doesndt matter what His skin color, skin texture, color of eyes and hair were! It
doesndt matter what His clothes were made of. What does matter is what Jesus said, what
He taught, what He promised!

God does not honor one skin color, one facial filook,0 one style of clothing. God created
all human beings to have an equally enormous ultimate potential regardless of external
appearances.

So the only thing about Jesuso appearance that is somewhat important is that you
understand that the cherished concepts of the iJesuso of the pictures and movies are false.

As we grow older, we come to realize there are fitypeso of facial and bodily builds, and
we tend to categorize people we have met and known into those fitypeso!

Some individuals are noticeably outstanding because of either physical attractiveness or
ugliness®and we tend to remember them because of their most distinguishing
characteristics: beautiful eyes, large ears, protruding chin, high cheekbones, perfect teeth,
a unigue smile, an unusual nose. Some people project the picture of absolute beauty in
perfect proportions; others must live with the knowledge that they are physically ugly.

Jesus was somewhere in between. He was that type of person who, though reasonably
attractive in the sense of having a pleasant enough face, did not call attention to Himself
because of any outstanding characteristics. Jesus was neither fibeautifulo nor ugly. He
was commonplace, quite ordinary. He had the kind of face which could easily become
lost in a crowd. He looked average, normal, regular®an everyday kind of person.

Doubtlessly, Jesusb eyes could become as fiercely intense as any other human being in a
moment of anger. (Yes, Jesus became angry on occasion, though never from the normal
human stimuli, never for the normal reasons and never with the normal consequences.)
Jesusd eyes could radiate and express the full range of human emotions from amusement
and good humor, to pain and sorrow, to deep thoughtfulness and profound compassion.

Jesusd face and countenance would change with His changing moods as much as ours do,
but there is no reason to assume that His face was any more fiexpressiveo than that of any
other average person.



The face and particularly the eyes have been called fithe mirror of the soul.o It is; after all,
fairly simple to deduce what a person is feeling if you simply look at the expressions on
his face. It of course helps to know all the inputs and to be aware of the flow of the
conversation. But, all by itself, the human face paints a masterful picture.

There are certain facial expressions which convey to other human beings ranges of
emotions which I thoroughly believe never crossed Jesuso face.

Did Jesus ever reveal on His face a sly, devious or mischievous look?

I doubt it. He could never fifakeo a look, masquerading behind a false deceptive
expression. The look coming out of Jesuso eyes and across His countenance was always
precisely the look which portrayed honestly and forthrightly what was going on inside
His mind.

He had Godds Holy Spirit without measure and without admixture. You have met any
number of people you would say have an fiopen, honest looko and others who tend,
perhaps because of deep-set eyes, a shifty glance, dark brows or low hairlines, to have a
sly or devious look.

I would rather assume Jesuso look was the former, and that there was a frankness,
earnestness and openness about His countenance which men would find attractive, yet
not especially outstanding. Jesus was serious, but never threatening.

That same directness of appearance would no doubt change, like a beautiful landscape
during a thunderstorm, to blazing anger, when circumstances warranted it.

The look of profound agony on Jesuso face when He figroaned within himselfo over the
peopleds lack of faith as He was about to raise Lazarus from the dead could be contrasted
with the look of piercing outrage which He would have displayed as He spoke the words
recorded in Matthewds twenty-third chapter, iWWoe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites!o

Then there would have been the look of mature yet kind indulgence when He gently
chided his own mother at the marriage feast at Cana in Galilee when He said, iWoman,
what in the world am | going to do with you?0 The faint quirk of indulgent humor,
showing mild but understanding displeasure, expressed at the corner of His mouth and
with a slight furrowing of the brows could be contrasted with the look of real emotional
and physical pain over the hopelessness and the utter faithlessness of some of His closest
personal friends at Lazarusbs tomb.

Jesus was in fact the kind of a guy you would have loved, but only if you too were filled
with Godds Holy Spirit, or could be utterly and totally honest with yourself about who
and what you were.

To the higher social classes, especially the religionists of his day, He was the kind of guy
you could easily hate. .



But to the little folk, the maimed, the sick, the blind and the tormented, He was in fact the
kind of a guy you could love.

Jesus had average facial texturing and coloring, with average length hair. We might call
His hair length fimodo today, since that was the cultural norm at the time®somewhat
longer than the hair styles of the 1940s and 1950s and somewhat shorter than the
longhaired hippie look of the 1960s.

There is no doubt that Jesus wore a full, yet neatly trimmed and well-groomed beard. (It
would be almost impossible to argue around the fact that Isaiahds prophecy said He figave
his cheek to those who pluck the hairo by alleging it was only a day and a halfos growth
to which they applied pinchers or tweezers.) Beards were the custom of the time, and
there is no reason to assume that Jesus appeared smooth shaven.

He followed conscientious practices of personal hygiene.

Even at the account of the last supper, when Peter began to argue that Jesus would finever
wash his feet,0 Jesus said, fiHe that is bathed doesnét need to wash anything except his
feeto thus proving that all the disciples and Jesus had had opportunity for a bath prior to
coming to the dinner.

Most believe false conceptions about the fidusty roads of Galileed where they envision a
perpetual drought, one muddy creek winding down the middle of the desert like, rocky
wasteland called the fiJordan River,0 and the fiHoly Lando as a bleak, hostile and barren
landscape where dust, dirt, fleas, flies, bedraggled camels, braying jackasses and dusty
people in dusty robes made up the whole scene.

Not so. As has been shown earlier, the land was a verdant beautiful area of greenery,
conifers, orchards, fields of vegetables and grain with rippling brooks and streams, wells,
and indoor bathing facilities in some of the homes.

There were both hot and cold springs in the areas where Jesus lived and worked, and you
can be absolutely sure that the great God who so insisted upon cleanliness in the camp of
Israel, who gave and made a matter of law the most rigorous attention to personal and
communal hygiene would have followed the practice of daily bathing, meticulous,
grooming of His person, trimming of the hair and beard, and deliberate choice of His
clothing. All with care and concern, but totally devoid of fetish and obsession.

It is important to note that even Jesuso outer garments were of such quality that the
Roman soldiers were industriously gambling for even His undergarments at the foot of
His crucifixion, stake.

His outer garments consisted of a coat or cloak which was seamless and, one is tempted
to assume, was not unlike Josephds coat of fimany colors.0



Perhaps it was plain, perhaps it had tribal colors or decorations, but at any event, it was in
commonplace good taste and of fine quality, just like any number of dark suits worn by
businessmen at dinners today.

A lack of showiness in this dress would have been one of the reasons that Jesus managed
on several occasionsdprior to Godbs own appointed and intended timedto elude His
pursuers in the riotous melee of a swirling mob of people. How could Jesus have so
escaped His attackers if He looked distinctly different from the other people of His day?
Surely a pasty-white face, exceedingly long hair and a glowing, golden halo could have
been easily spotted!

No, Jesus was plain. And it was only His similarity in physical appearance (a beard helps
when there are hundreds of them about) as well as the similarity of the garments He wore
that enabled Him to lose Himself in a crowd fipassing by in their midsto and thereby
succeed in escaping.

The quality of the clothing was extremely fine in first-century Palestine.

Housewives still speak of fisheets and linenso today, though mostly they are really
speaking about cheaper cottons and synthetics. But the purchase of fine handmade linens
can be a costly acquisition indeed.

Linen was handmade and was durable enough to last for many years during Jesuso day.

Many other kinds of fabrics were woven by the people of that country, and the Bible
speaks of velvets, Purples, fine linens, and many kinds of personal clothing, as well as
draperies and tapestries.

Jesusd inner garments would have been of lightweight cotton, linen and/or wool. The
outer coat was almost surely wool.

Check the price tags on a 100 percent wool suit today and compare it with other kinds of
fabrics; it may change your mind about thinking that all of the fabrics of Jesust day were
crude, by comparison to ours.

Even as architecture during His day and further back in history was superb®who could
ever hope to duplicate the pyramids of Egypt, the fabulous hanging gardens of Babylon,
the Colossus of Rhodes, the temple of Solomonds day, Herodbs amphitheaters, deep water
ports and palaces?dso it is that the finely made hides, skins, fabrics and the like during
Jesusd day would be fabulous possessions for any family even in our time.

The real Jesus epitomized what God would look like as a man®well groomed but not

affected, well dressed but not clothes-conscious, clean but not antiseptic, dignified but
not fidistinguished.o

Chapter 7



Jesus and John the Baptist:
Incongruous?

John the Baptistds condition was desperate. He had just been thrown into prison,
following his insistence that Herod would be breaking Godés law to live in adultery. Then
he heard, through several of his disciples, the rumors about Jesusé growing ministry.

From the beginning, John had shunned material substance and consequently had become
known as a frugal, austere person who fineither ate nor dranko (never banqueted or drank
any alcoholic beverages). Furthermore, John fihad his raiment of camelds hair, and a
leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat [food] was locust and wild honeyo (Matt.
3:4). This was seen as in complete contrast to Jesus, who attended any number of
sumptuous dinners, and who did, notwithstanding opinions to the contrary, take a glass of
wine with a meal now and then.

Because of the camelds hair, leather, and seemingly strange diet (grasshoppers, ugh!),
John is usually typecast by Hollywood as a wild-haired, crazed-eyed, ferociously
gesticulating freak with streaks of dirt down his face, a rat-eaten, torn, ancient old camel
skin, complete with traces of hoof and udder, on his back and a shepherdds crook in his
hand. He is imagined to be constantly spewing out inane condemnations, punctuated by
spittle flecked stentorian thunder. John is seen to be leaping wildly about in various films
like an inmate from a mental asylum playing the part of an African witch doctor.

Ever purchase a camelds hair coat? They happen to be among the most expensive. The
Bible says nothing about a whole camel skin, loosely draped over a scrawny, filthy freak.
But it does say John wore a coat of fine, durable, camelds hair.

Even today the finest leathers are hand finished, hand sewn, handmade. John had a
fileatherno girdle; a wide, all-purpose belt which contained pockets for personal items®
not strange at all, since it was a common item of apparel of the day. (And, after all,
millions of men still avoid having their trousers cascading over their ankles by a band of
cowbds hide around their middle, today itos called a belt.)

Johnos diet has been argued for decades. The Bible says that his main staple was food
found in the wilds; locusts and fiwildo honey. Today, fiwildo honey is coveted by those
who insist the healthful benefits of using natural sweeteners are infinitely more salubrious
than either sugar or saccharine. Perhaps filocustso seems to most; but, then, many a
gourmet restaurant features shrimp, lobsters, oysters, escargots squid, eel, and, you
guessed it, grasshoppers. (Strangely enough, only the last was designed by God as fit for
human consumption! See Leviticus 11: 22 for a surprise.)

Like many other parts of the Bible, Matthews encapsulated view of Johnés life-style is
only a quick, partial sketch, intended to convey the general concept of a person who had
eschewed a sumptuous pattern of living.



John was conducting a very great ministry: thousands had been baptized by him in the
waters of the Jordan River and elsewhere. But now it seemed he was doomed to die
because he had refused to sanction Herodds lustful marriage plans. Though most miss the
subtleties in the account, could it have been that John was genuinely hurt that Jesus had
not dropped everything, rushed to his side, and, if not at the very least comforted him,
perhaps even have performed a miracle to free him?

Consequently, perhaps it was John himself who had sent his disciples with a petulant
message to Jesus.

Jesus was at a town called Nain, where a great miracle occurred: that of raising the son of
a widow from death right while he was being transported on a bier to his grave.

The disciples of John heard the rumors of the great event, now rapidly spreading, and told
John, in prison, all about it. When John in turn sent the disciples back to the town to talk
with Jesus they said rather chidingly, iAre you he who is to come [meaning the Messiah]
or shall we look for another?

Lukeds account could imply that John had rehearsed his disciples on exactly how to
phrase the question; and sure enough, when they met Jesus they did exactly as John had
requested (Luke 7:18-20).

During their visit with Jesus a crowd surrounded Christ.

Many were waiting in line to bring children, husbands and wives, friends and relatives to
be cured of many diseases, including leprosy, and to have demons cast out of those
possessed. Blind individuals in the area were being healed by Jesus; all this as a direct
result of the rumors following the raising of the widowds son.

In the midst of this setting, Jesus told Johns disciple, fiGo and tell John what you have
seen and heard: the blind have their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf
hear, the dead we raised up, the poor have good news [the gospel] preached to themo (v.
22, RSV).

This statement seems to fulfill several portions of the book of Isaiah, and is in fact, a
partial summary of the human ministry of Jesus Christ.

All of the great miracles He performed were done either spontaneously, out of deep
compassion for human grief (as in the case of the son of the widow at Nain) or as a direct
result of distraught people pressing themselves upon Him.

However, following this powerful statement, in which Jesus, true to His own continuous
teachings, essentially urged John and his disciples to Ajudge by the fruits,0 Jesus told
Johnos disciples to take to John the eyewitness account of exactly what they had seen
accomplished, rather than a clever story from the lips of an individual who had a good
argument. As His last statement, Jesus turned to the disciples of John and said, fi... and
blessed is he whosoever shall not be offended in meo!



A fascinating though easily overlooked comment! What does it mean? Obviously Jesus
was gently rebuking Johnds disciples and through them perhaps even John himself. Jesus
was reminding John that each of them was fulfilling a specific calling and purpose in life.
John had been ordained of God to conduct a great ministry to fiprepare the wayo for
Christos first coming as a human being; John was the fivoice in the wildernesso typifying
a voice of truth in spiritual darkness. Jesus, on the other hand, was fulfilling the calling of
His Messiahship in a much larger dimension, being continually sought out by hundreds
who had heard of His miraculous healing powers and who pressed upon Him so
insistently that on some occasions He had to escape the crowds and get away into a
private place to rest.

After Johnos disciples left, Jesus felt it necessary to explain the seemingly harsh remarks
He had made to them, and so turned to the multitude and said words to this effect, iWell,
what in the world did you go out into the wilderness to see? Did you expect to find a man
quavering like a reed shaken in wind or a man strong enough to stand up for his
principles and demand an explanation? What did you go out to see? Someone clothed in
fine and soft raiment? Behold they that wear soft raiment are in kings houses.

fiBut what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, 101l tell you that and much more than a
prophet because this is he of whom it is written: Behold, | sent my messenger before thy
face who shall prepare thy way before youo (Malachi 3: 1).

And Jesus went on to say, fil am telling you the truth: among those who are born of
woman there has never arisen a greater man than John the Baptistdstill, he that is but
little in the Kingdom of God is greater than John!6 John the Baptist was Jesuso second
cousin, since their mothers (Elizabeth and Mary) were first cousins. Johnds ministry was
fulfilling the prophecy that an fiEliaso would come to fiprepare the wayo in the wilderness
(spiritual wilderness) for the Messiah that would come.

John had a powerful effect on the people. He was very widely known and highly
controversial. Yet John knew his own limitations. He continuously stressed that AiThere is
coming after me a Person much more powerful than I, and 16m not fit to stoop down and
untie His shoe! I am immersing you in water, but He will immerse you in the Holy Spirito
(Mark 1: 7-8, paraphrased).

John had warned the hypocritical Pharisees of their attitudes®He told them that they
were represented by the analogy, of a fitree that doesn6t bear good fruit,0 and predicted
that, ieeven now is the axe laid unto the root of the trees: every tree that brings not forth
good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire€&0 Jesus was to repeat this same saying to
His disciples later.

Gathering to listen to John, in addition to the common masses of people, were a
heterogeneous collection of Roman soldiers, Pharisees, Sadducees and publicans
(publicans were tax collectors). Different groups clamored for answers following Johnds
inspired preaching about repentance. He surely attracted attention and generated
controversy since he had begun by a direct attack upon the religious leaders. He had said,
Y ou generation of snakes; who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth



fruit [evidence] fitting to prove you are really repentant; and donét kid yourselves by
saying in your hearts, 0We are the descendants of Abrahamd; because 16m telling you God
is able to create out of these rocks children to fulfill Godds promise concerning
Abrahamos seed. Even now is the axe laid unto the root of the tree€0 (Matt.3:7-10 and
Luke 3:7-9, paraphrased).

Some of the crowd asked what they should do, and John said, fiHe that has two coats, let
him share with him that has no coat at all; and he that has plenty of food; let him learn to
share with those who are hungryeo(see Luke 3: 10-11).

The tax collectors wanted a special answer, too. John said, fiexact no more than that
which is required by law.0

Inevitably, the young men serving in the Legion asked their own questions: fiHow about
us: what should we do?0 John said, iDondt treat people brutally, with violence; donét
extort from anyone, or accuse anyone wrongfully; and learn how to be content with your
own wages!0 (v. 14, paraphrased).

Groups of people were discussing this remarkable phenomenondfor example, they were
intrigued by a ceremony in which a person walked out into the water, professed he was
sorry for his sins, and was fibaptizedo by being lowered into the water in solemn
symbolism of repentance for his past life. It was a poignant experience.

Some began to wonder whether John was the Messiah. After all, didnot almost everyone
hear rumors that the Messiah had finally come; that He was forming a secret army; that
He was already marching on Jerusalem; that He was collecting ships in secret harbors for
an attack on Rome itself?

The Jewish people were an occupied, oppressed nation.

They were also impoverished, especially in Samaria and some parts of Galilee. They
desperately hoped for a champion, a deliverer, a Messiah to come and free them and to
begin building a kingdom with some of the lost grandeur of David and Solomon.

John knew about the rumors. He tried to dispel them and at the same time, both prepare
the common man to accept Christ as the Messiah and warn hypocrites that Jesus would
step squarely on their painfully sensitive consciences.

fil am, for a fact, baptizing some of you with water; but there is coming after me One that
is much greater than | am, whose shoes | am not fit to unloose. He will baptize you both
with the Holy Spirit [in the former case] and with fire [in the latter]: His fan is in His
hand, and He is ready to use it to thoroughly clean up the threshing floor. He will gather
the useful wheat into His garner: but the chaff He will burn up with unguenchable fire&o
(see Luke 3:16-17).

From this ominous warning of Gehenna fire for rebellious hypocrites came the incredible
misunderstanding in the minds of some that a fibaptism with fireo is some strange



charismatic experience accompanied by glossolalia (speaking in strange fitongueso),
though it is obscure how anyone could misunderstand the two-part message of John. (I
long ago took the word fialmosto out of my statement, fiPeople will believe almost
anything&o)

The biblical truth is that John was baptizing by immersion, meaning plunging completely
into the water. For the Greek word baptize means immersion. There is no linguistic
justification whatever for the corruption of the term in an attempt to give biblical
approval to various traditions of religious organizations whether dipping, pouring,
sprinkling, dabbing, spraying, or hosing down a group of cavorting believers with a fire
hose attached to a street hydrant.

Then follows the account of Christds own baptism.

John was stunned. He had extolled Christbs calling, His character and sinless nature; he
knew Jesus didnét need baptism, and said as much. Then Jesus from Galilee came to
John, where he was baptizing in the Jordan, to be baptized.

John would have stopped him. fil have need for you to baptize me,0 said John, fiand you
are coming to me?0

ADondt worry about it, John,0 Jesus answered, fiLet me go ahead with it; because | must
fulfill an example of total righteousness.o

Jesus walked out into the water, and John baptized Him.

Some saw a beautiful dove seemingly materialize out of the sky, and light on Jesus. Some
thought they heard a distant roll of thunder, and those nearby heard a voice as if out of
the sky say, fiThis is my beloved son, in whom | am well pleased.6 (Matt. 3:13-17,
paraphrased).

The gossip was carried immediately as far south as Jerusalem; for when the Pharisees, the
Sadducees, the publicans and Romans who were in the vicinity saw and heard these
events, especially Johnfs strongest affirmation that Jesus was the true Messiah, it was a
startling announcement.

Remember, John the Baptist conducted a wide-ranging, well known, public ministry. He
attracted huge crowds and continually preached a powerful message of repentance. He
knew that fithe law and the prophets were until Johno and that after Jesus Christ would
bring grace (unmerited forgiveness for past sins and crimes) and mercy.

As if in a concerted effort to perpetuate the myth of the false Jesus, a major television
film called fiJesus of Nazaretho presented the same traditional views, albeit with a
remarkable amount of actual Scripture utilized in the story.

This latest Hollywood venture into the fiJesus businesso pretty much followed the pattern
of those that have gone before, with one important exception: they showed both the



agony of Christds death on the stake, and His total surprise at the knowledge God had
forsaken Him just prior to the moment of death.

But for the most part, it was the usual stuff. The fiJesuso in the picture had the standard
stare. Since Hollywood has followed Broadwayds lead in the single-word titles (Hair and
Jaws), perhaps they could have entitled this picture fiEyes.0 From start to finish thatds
what you were aware of.

In the enactment of Jesusd baptism, there is enough level-eyed, baleful staring going on to
mesmerize a whole den of cobras in a mongoose pit. Apparently, the movie directors
think Christ always tried to get across tons of meaningful thoughts by a hypnotic-like,
level-eyed, unblinking, glazed stare. By the time John and Jesus were through staring at
each other, with little knots of people around like so many totems staring at both of them,
you found yourself cherishing the uncontrollable wish that at least one of them would
blink, But no, they never did.

In the film, the baptism of Jesus is portrayed with the fiJohno who does the baptizing
appearing as a bedraggled, unwashed, scraggly, bearded, wild-haired character who looks
more like an escapee from a prison farm or harried mental patient than he does a prophet
of God.

But then, how would Hollywood directors, type casters, producers and their special
advisers from the clergy be expected to know just what a fiprophet of Godo looks like, let
alone John the Baptist, who walked the earth almost two thousand years ago?

The Bible accounts indicate that John was baptizing in the River Jordan, where there was
fimuch watero! The television show indicates John standing in what appears to be a still,
stagnant mud hole, in water about up to the knees.

Striding out of the crowd comes the traditional AJesuso in a somewhat soiled white robe,
with long, flowing and uncombed black hair, a black, wispy beard and mustache, and a
level, staring, flat, baleful, noncommittal, yet somehow strangely intense stare. His eyes
seem to probe ahead of him like two blinding headlights on full bright, never deviating
from left to right, and with never a blink to clear the dust of the land from his eyeballs.

John the Baptist picks up from his present duties and takes a few steps forward as a hush
falls over the entire crowd in the scene. The alleged fiJesuso continues striding forward
toward John with this intense gaze fixed almost half crazed upon him, until he stops a
suitable distance away. John then utters the words which are fairly close to Scripture,
although in their attempt to stick too close to the King James version of the Bible, the
directors asked their actors to use an almost verbatim wording which is neither necessary
nor required. Instead of paraphrasing the intended meaning into the colloquial language
of our time which would have been far more understandable, John mutters a subdued and
stilted version of Matthew 3:14 saying, fil have need to be baptized of thee, and comest
thou to me?0



The fiJesuso of the show then answers, true to form, fAisuffer it now: for thus it becometh
us to fulfill all righteousness.0 Then He walks on forward out into the muddy slough, and
for some unknown reason, drops to his knees so that He is covered in water up to about
His waist. Jesus bows his head forward, and the iJohno in the picture advances toward
him, cupping his hands together, and summarily pours (some might wish to believe they
saw the water fitrickle, or even drip a little!0) a double handful of water over iJesuséo
head.

There is no dove (Hollywoodos special effects may be able to create a King Kong, but to
reproduce the dove might have offended some people, though I cannot imagine who) and
no booming or rolling sound of thunder or voice which says fithis is my beloved son in
whom | am well pleased!o

Instead, the fiJesuso in the play lifts that level, staring gaze to John once again, wades out
of the water and slowly disappears all by himself up a dry creek bed in a lonely, rocky,
brown, totally treeless and barren landscape.

In the film Jesus appears to be followed by no one, though in the actual biblical account,
He was with any number of other individuals, including Philip, who took another of
Johnos disciples and spent that same evening with Jesus in a nearby home where he was
staying. The following day they went all the way to Bethsaida, found Peter, and brought
him back to the area when Jesus was staying near Johnds baptismal site.

The errors in this film are many. In the first place, there is no indication whatever in the
Bible that it is required of Jesus Christ that He always act weirdly, strangely, rudely, or
even frighteningly.

How would you feel if some total stranger walked straight up to you, and without ever
saying a word, merely stared with fierce-eyed intensity into your eyes for uncounted
moments as if waiting for you to receive someo spirituald message?

You would probably wonder whether, (1) the man was insane, (2) he was trying to
mesmerize or hypnotize you,(3) he was demon possessed, (4) he was deaf and dumb and
couldndt speak, (5) he was trying out for a part in a new Jesus movie. Movies of this kind
are of necessity filled with dozens of errors merely through the apparent need to produce
a fiJesuso who satisfies everybody.

Therefore, those who believe in a form of baptism called fisprinkling,0 or another form
called fipouring,o could be at least partially pacified and go away exclaiming to each
other that it at least appeared that there was some water sprinkling rather than pouring (or
vice versa) from Johnés hands.

Those who believe in immersion could at least be partially pacified, though not totally,
since they saw Jesus with their own eyes wading down at least to about knee deep water
and then kneeling in the water so that he was at least 50 percent immersed.



Jesusd baptism was the formal announcement of the beginning of His ministry. It was
only the next day that John proclaimed to those standing around, iBehold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world. This is he of whom | said, After me cometh
a man which is preferred before me: for he was before me. And I knew him not: but that
he should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am | come baptizing with watero (John
1:29-31).

Chapter 8
Choosing His Disciples

Jesus had no doubt spent many months in Capernaum during each year over a span of at
least 18 years. He knew many of the people; and He actually knew the families from
which He would eventually choose His disciples.

Millions assume that Jesus recognized His disciples through some mysterious, mystical
perception and convinced them to follow Him through an equally mysterious, hypnotic
power. The popular image is that Jesus was dreamily strolling along the seashore one day
and beckoned to a man named Peter, and said, iCome, and follow me, and | will make
you a fisher of men.o Peter, it was supposed, took one look at this beautiful man in white,
with long brown locks, pointed beard, a multicolored halo around His head, and was so
mesmerized he instantly dropped the net he was mending and, zombie-like, trudged off
after Jesus.

Ridiculously false.

Joseph had known Jona closely, Jonads two sons, Peter and Andrew, had grown up in
their fatherds trade, fishing, just as Jesus and His brotherst education had included
stonework and building. Jona believed the Scriptures®believed a Messiah would soon
come. That belief was equally strong in his two young sons as they developed. Peter
married (it is not clear whether Andrew was married by the time of Christés ministry),
and had taken over the family fishing business by the time John the Baptistos ministry
had grown so large.

Bethsaida, Peterés home town, was a distance to the south from Capernaum, along the
western side of the Sea of Galilee. There is no doubt Peter and Andrew had heard of
Jesus and His brothers. Who knows, maybe fiJoseph and Sons, Constructiono had built
Peterbs home in Bethsaida? Perhaps Jesus family had likewise purchased fish from
Peterbs family?

It was Andrew who was following John the Baptist, as one of his disciples. When John
saw Jesus, he made it clear to his disciples; including Andrew, that this was the Messiah.

The following day after the baptism of Jesus, John and two of his disciples were standing
together and saw Jesus pass near.



One of them was Andrew, Peterds brother. After this brief discussion, they followed
Jesus, arriving where He was staying about two hours before dark (John 1:37-40), and
stayed for the remainder of the day.

John (Jesusd closely loved disciple, not the Baptist) says in his account that, i&. they
came and saw where he was staying, and stayed with him that day (John 1:39).

The next day Jesus went to Galilee and ran across Philip who was also from Bethsaida,
Peter and Andrewbds home town. He told Philip to follow him, and Philip immediately
found Nathanael (who could have been a well known prophet), and told him they had
found that Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph, was in fact the prophet of whom Moses
and the prophets did write. Nathanael wondered aloud whether anything good could
come out of Nazareth, and so Philip invited him to come and see for himself.

When Jesus saw Nathanael coming to see if he could identify Him, Jesus said, fiLook,
there is an Israelite for a fact, who is without guile!o

Nathanael wondered aloud, iWhere could you have known me from?0 Jesus answered,
fiBefore Philip called you and you were sitting under that fig tree, | saw you?0 Nathanael
said, fiMaster (Teacher), you must be the Son of God; You must be the One who is King
of Israel!d He was a student of the Scriptures, and knew the time was near. That he
should meet a person with such superhuman powers of observation convinced him. Jesus
used Nathanaelds quick judgment as an opportunity for an invitation to wait for more
fruits; to see the works he would perform in the future, and referred to the ultimate setting
up of Godbs kingdom on earth.

No doubt, they asked Him many questions and were tremendously impressed by His
knowledge, His wisdom, and the calm intensity with which He spoke. Andrew and the
other man (not identified) asked, fiRabbi (which is to say, being interpreted, Master),
where dwellest thou?0

fiHe sayeth unto them, Come and see. They came and saw where he dwelt, and abode
with him that day: for it was about the tenth hour.0 Remember, Jewish days began with
sunset, so these men spent at least the next two hours with Jesus, and, possibly, remained
the night and part of the next morning.

Andrew then went to get his brother Peter. He wanted to tell him that Jesus was definitely
the Messiah; and when Andrew introduced him to Jesus, during the ensuing conversation,
Jesus said: fiThou art Simon, the son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by
interpretation, a stoneo (John 1:41-42)

The Greek word for fistoneo is petros. Jesus had a definite purpose in mind for calling
Simon fiPetero®made clear by reading Matthew 16:18 and Ephesians 2:20, where Peter
is plainly a part of the foundation (as a fistoneo of the New Testament Church. Jesus
Himself is the Rock (petra) of Matthew 16:18 (see also Deut. 32; 1 Cor. 10:4), and the
chief cornerstone of the Church, while Peter, together with the other 11 (except for Judas,
replaced by Matthias later) made up the foundation. (The number 12 always signifies



fiorganized beginningso in the Bible and is found in connection with perfect government
structures®ancient Israel, the Church, and the Kingdom of God.)

Now that you know about the first formal encounter between Jesus and Peter, you can
read the account in Matthew 4:18-19, and it makes much more sense.

Jesus was now beginning His ministry. He had finished His careful selection of a big
group, numbering 120 in all, who were to be His disciples (students). fiFrom that time
Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

AANd Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter [it was
Jesus who had so named him fiPetero on an earlier meeting!], and Andrew his brother,
casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers.

AANd he saith unto them, Follow me, and | will make you fishers of men. And they
straightway left their nets, and followed himo (Matt. 4:17-20).

Jesus showed He knew who Peter was: knew his father and family background, prior to
this event. Remember, Jesus prayed for hours about these appointments. There was no
fimagico to it, no strange fipied pipero calling, and no siren song. Jesus knew the character
of these men and selected them quite deliberately.

The same is true with the calling of Philip. Philip lived in the same town as Peter and
Andrew, Bethsaida. Jesus knew these people®He had lived and worked in these towns
for those 18 years from about 12 to age 30, the beginning of His formal ministry.

Chapter 9
Water Into Wine

Following the choosing of the disciples in John 1, the scene immediately shifts in John 2
to a marriage celebration in Cana of Galilee, during which Jesus performed His first, and
perhaps most famous and controversial miracle.

Let us first read the biblical account in the book of John.

Jesusd mother was there and Jesus and His disciples were called to the marriage. iAnd
when they [Jesus and the disciples? Or all the guests?] wanted wine, the mother of Jesus
saith unto him, They have no wine.

fiJesus saith unto her iwWoman, what have | to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come.
His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it. And there were
set there six water pots of stone, after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, containing
two or three firkins apiece. Jesus saith unto them; Fill the water pots with water. And they
filled them up to the brim. And he saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the



governor of the feast. And they bare it. When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water
that was made wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the servants which drew the water
knew:;) the governor of the feast called the bridegroom, And saith unto him, Every man at
the beginning doth set forth good wine; and when men have well drunk, then that which
is worse: but thou has kept the good wine until now. This beginning of miracles did Jesus
in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on himo
(John 2:3-11).

First of all, whose marriage was it? Mary seems to have a significant role in the feast
since she feels responsible enough to ask Jesus to perform a miracle. Was the marriage
that of a close friend, business associate or family member, or maybe one of Jesusb own
brothers or sisters?

It also seems as if Jesus himself could have had some responsibility with regard to the
food and the drink, because of the way in which His mother appealed to Him. It makes
one wonder, too, whether they were establishing a home at Cana for a member of their
own family.

The marriage feast took place fithe third dayo after Jesusé baptism. Much can be learned
from an examination of Jesusé miracle of turning the water into wine®about the personal
habits of Jesus, about the knowledge of Mary, as well as about the prohibition policies of
some of the teetotalers who claim to derive their teachings from the Bible.

Quite a number of people from Nazareth and/or Bethsaida and Capernaum, as well as the
town of Cana, must have attended.

A wedding feast in those days was not unlike a Jewish wedding feast today. It probably
featured many hundreds of invited guests, and there would have been feasting, a fair
amount of drinking, and no doubt live musical entertainment with ample toasting, joyful
camaraderie and good wishes on the part of family and friends for the bride and groom.

John focuses on one particular occasion near the end of the festivities when the large
number of guests had finally exhausted the supplies of wine. It is necessary to mention
here a few points about the English word fiwineo and its Greek derivation.

The Greek word used in the inspired text is oinos, and it is used on at least two other
occasions in the New Testament where the obvious meaning indicated the intoxicating
effect of alcohol: AANd be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the
Spirit.0 (Eph. 5:18), and fiwith whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication,
and with the wine of whose fornication the dwellers on earth have become drunko (Rev.
17:2, RSV).

In both of these accounts it is obvious the Greek word oinos is referring to a beverage
which, when taken to excess, can make one drunk. Perhaps it is useless to point out that
there was no refrigeration; that figrape juiceo®as some would have the drink that Jesus
created be®was kept either in stone jars and/or goatskin bags and would ferment quite
rapidly in any event. But figrape juiced was not involved, nevertheless; it was wine.



Think about the implications of the biblical account. As was stated, Jesusé mother was
apparently such a close friend or relative that she was helping serve in some fashion, for
she came to Jesus when she discovered the wine had been exhausted and said, iThey
have no wine.0 There happened to be six waterpots of stone in the home which were used
for purification rites or foot washing.

Judging by the number of stone jars (six) and the number of firkins in each (two to

three) @which were either nine and one-half or twelve and one-half gallons apieceSthe
most conservative estimate is that there had to be at least 120 gallons. Allowing
approximately eight normal glasses of wine to a quart, four quarts to a gallon; that means
that about 3,840 glasses of wine were available. So unless that marriage feast was the
most drunken orgy in history (which it wasnét), there had to be a minimum of 500 people
there to drink all that wine. And to have already exhausted a normally provided supply
and still to claim that they were out, there were probably more than that. On the other
hand, since the wine cellar of the individual giving the wedding was possibly depleted,
this may have been replenishment without implying any specific quantity that was drunk
before the wedding was over. Also, it was common for weddings to last for several days,
even a full week.

Jesus did not know everyone there, but there were guests and servants who would carry
the memory of what He did for the rest of their lives and would talk of it to others. By the
time they were elderly people, even if they never became converted and members of the
church, they certainly must have told everybody else in their hearing about fithe water
becoming wine.0 They all probably told their grandchildren about that great miracle.

Jesus must have known the master of the feast and the young couple, one of whom may
have been a member of His family. He could well have been chatting with them and
congratulating them, talking with the other people around themd®about marriage, about
mutual friends, about the political situation.

When Mary came to Him, at least some of His disciples heard it&we know John did,
since he wrote it down.

Mary said, iThey are out of wine.0 Why did Mary say that? What did she expect?

Jesus retorted, iWoman, what in the world am | going to do with you? Donét you know it
is not time for me to reveal who | am in public yet?0 Jesus spoke rather chidingly, though
with respect (the King James English makes it harsher than the reality).

Mary was, nevertheless, quite assured that Jesus would respect and fulfill her request
since she turned to the servants and immediately stated, iWhatsoever he says for you to
do, do it.0

These surprising remarks show that Mary knew Jesus could do something about the wine
situation if He wanted to. But how could she know with such certainty? Wasnot this
Jesus, first miracle?



Maryobs request to the servants, iWhatsoever he tells you to do-do it!0 is as strong a
statement of faith as any found in the New Testament; whether a Gentile officer asking
for the healing of the servant, or the father of the lunatic begging for Christds mercy.

Marybs statement is similar to the statement of the man that had the demon- possessed
son who said to Jesus, fil know you can heal him; all you have to do is just tell me that it
is your will.o It is also similar to the statement of the Roman officer who said, fiYou donft
have to bother coming home to heal my servant but if you just tell me | will believe it. |
understand an order because when | tell a man to go, he goes, and when | tell him to
come, he comes.0

Mays statement to Jesus, iJesus, they me out of wine,0 conveys such absolute assurance
of Jesuso ability to perform a miracle that it had to come from knowledge of Jesusb past
experience.

The miracle of turning the water into wine was indeed the first miracle of Jesus6 recorded
in the Bible. But the strong inference is that it was not the first miracle of His life!

Marybs certainty of success couldndt have come from guesswork. It couldndt have come
from supposition. It couldn6t have come only from what she thought He might have been
able to do.

Obviously Mary was confident. She had to have known that Jesus had miracle-working
powers. No doubt during the course of the 30 years of Jesusd life, Mary had had at least a
few occasions to witness such powers.

From her earliest moments of training the young child, Mary was urgently intent upon
explaining to Jesus again and again all the events that had from the time of the
appearance of the angel and his pronouncement to her; to her meeting with Elizabeth and
the sudden leaping of the two babies in the wombs; to the muteness of Johnds father
Zacharias, and the birth of John.

During His young boyhood, how many possibilities for accident or injury were there?
After all, His father was a contractor of some note; his profession demanded the kind of
labor which may have involved everything from obtaining raw materials to site
preparation, laying of foundations, hewing out cisterns, waterways and drainage ducts, to
the actual erection of smaller cottages and larger homes and buildings.

In such a trade, there is ample opportunity for accidents which could cause crippling
injury or death.

Had there been times when, just as a large stone might have toppled from a parapet upon
one of Josephds laborers, one of Jesusd own brothers or upon Jesus Himself, the young
boy simply pointing at the stone said in a quiet but firm voice, fiStay stillo?

Had there been occasions when Joseph, Jude, Simon or perhaps one of the girls had come
running to Mary, with a broken bone, dislocated arm, a smashed finger, or a deep cut? To



presuppose that a family of at least seven children could survive all of those many years
until the eldest son was age 30 without the usual run of household accidents, potential for
accident and injury on the job, and the attack of disease, would be ridiculous.

I donét think any family of seven kids in the building industry in that kind of environment
could grow up without incurring some injuries.

Seven kids?

You could very easily imagine the scene if Jesuso brother Joses came running in one day
when Jesus was 11 and Joses was only 6, holding his little arm with a strange bow in it
and crying at the top of his lungs. Realizing that he had broken his arm, Jesus may have
walked up to him and said, iDonft cry, Joses,0 and just reached out and healed it. This
would have had to have been very private, just within the family. But His mother surely
knew about it.

One can imagine that there might have been times when a disfiguring scar might have
marred one of the girlst faces or when one of the boys might have had a crushed instep,
and Jesus healed them. Or Joseph could have been bent over a load of mortar that Jesus
had just delivered to him as they were working on a wall. When Jesus was about to go up
and take some to His brother James, He may have seen a bunch of bricks on the top of the
parapet about to fall. Perhaps, as the bricks began to topple, Jesus commanded them to
stop.

Probably, in a quiet family environment, Jesus had prayed to His heavenly Father that
close personal family members could be healed and they had followed His urgent
admonitions that they tell no one else about it; keeping it very quiet, limited only to the
immediate family.

It is doubtful that any of Jesus6 brothers would have taken His supernatural powers for
granted; Jesus certainly would have warned them against fitempting God.o taking
unnecessary risks, exposing themselves to either danger or disease merely for the novelty
of quick healing when necessary.

Therefore, it may be safely assumed such miracles were few and far between, for even
His own brothers refused to believe He was the Messiah later. But there had been
sufficient experience for Mary to have such profound faith that even following Jesus6
gentle rejoinder, she knew His love for her and respect for her request would override His
reticence, and so she turned to the servants and told them, AiWhatever He tells you to do,
do it!o

The turning of water into wine at Cana may have been His first public miracle, but there
is every reason to conclude that it was far from His first miracle!

Much additional insight into Jesust personality can be gleaned from the account of the
miracle in Galilee.



For one thing, stories were frequently told about Jesus that He was a figlutton and a
winebibber,0 which resulted in His chiding the Pharisees on one occasion that they were
never satisfied, no matter what He did.

He explained that they were like little kids who called the tune, but if you didnét dance to
the precise tune they called, you seemed to be a misfit, and they were disappointed in
you.

He told them that John the Baptist had come neither eating nor drinking, and the religious
leaders claimed that He was demon-possessed; but that He, Jesus, had come both eating
and drinking (as He did frequently in expensive homes with leading officials, Roman
officers, religious leaders, or at marriage feasts such as this one) yet was criticized for
being both a glutton and a fiwine bibbero (meaning a winoo).

The Bible, of course, clearly condemns drunkenness. It clearly condemns excesses in
anything, which would include, drinking too much water! There are sins of commissions
and sins of omission, and there are sins of excess.

However, there is not one word in either the Old or the New Testament which forbids a
human being to drink either strong drink (tirosh in the Hebrew, meaning liquor), or wine
or beer, so long as it is taken in appropriate moderation on appropriate occasions, and is
never abused.

Jesus did enjoy a glass of wine from time to time.
Do you?

If you do, then you probably know that wine tends to aid not only in digestion, but in
conversation and humor as well.

There is no doubt whatever that Jesus, entering into animated and laughing conversation
with other guests at that feast, also enjoyed the wine with them too.

Judging from Hollywoodbs attempts to picture the creepy, long-haired effeminate they
think is Jesus, one would imagine they would have Him sitting off in some dark corner
staring rather balefully at an opposite wall with a sorrowful look on His face, saying
absolutely nothing except the required biblical Pronouncement according to the Gospel of
John.

What an insult it would have been for Jesus, who was head of the family business, whose
younger brothers and mother were there together with His students, to sit mournfully in a
corner with nothing but a level,, steady, vacant gaze in His unblinking eyes! The leader of
the feast, together with the bridegroom and the bride would all think the man was a little
odd, and it would have cast a dark cloud over the festive occasion.

But the real Jesus was simply not like Hollywood of today and theologians of yesteryear
have pictured Him.



He was an animated, healthy, robust, outgoing and effervescent personality.

He could throw His head back and laugh to the very depth of His being at some
humorous incident. He was totally well rounded in personality with that combination of
sincere interest in others, deep empathy for their frailties and misunderstandings,
combined with lively interest in their lives. Jesus was the kind of scintillating
conversationalist who would have been an absolute joy to have at any party.

Chapter 10

Encounter with Satan

Jesus spoke at great length, in private, to His disciples about His encounter with Satan.
The accounts of both Matthew and Luke, together with Markds one paragraph
establishing the chronological place of the event (just before the beginning of His
ministry and just after His baptism), prove that Christ discussed the event in detail with
His disciples. Obviously, there, were important lessons to be learned.

Mark said that the fiSpirit immediately drove Him out into the wildernesso®showing that
the very strongest spiritual compulsion was within Christ; that He knew the confrontation
with Satan was necessary; that He had to overcome and conquer the world-ruling spirit
(Eph. 2:2), Satan the Devil. Jesus was qualifying to take over rulership of all of the
governments of the world®and He had to defeat the present ruler at his own game,
according to his own rules, on his own battlefield. It was to be the supreme battle, and the
enemy had all the weapons.

Previously, named Lucifer (fishining star of the dawn,0 or filight-bringero) this great being
had formerly been one of the three named archangels, and a personality extremely close
to the God family, an individual known from the beginning. Jesus said fil saw Satan as
lightening fall from heaven.o Jesus was there, and took part in an earlier battle with
Lucifer (Isa. 14; Ezek. 28) which had literally convulsed the heavens, rent the earth,
exploded stars and planets, and filled space with the junk of a gargantuan, titanic battle.

Anyone who wants to take the Bible literally as an actual communication to man from
outer space, from God, would see the results of Satands rebellion and battle against God
in the panorama of universal destruction that is evident in the bleak, crater-pocked face of
the moon; the desolate, lifeless waste of Mars; the impenetrable Venusian atmosphere;
the billions of asteroids, meteors, and comets; all the space dust and gas. All the universe
gives testimony to the primal war in space that defies human imagination.

Satan had been confined to the earth®been fichainedo by Godds decree (in a state called
fihello in one place, but translated from a Greek word, tartaroo, which is used in only one
place), but was allowed to hold sway over the earth. Satan was a prince over total
destruction, when that Person who was later to become God in the flesh came upon the
scene as outlined in the first chapter of Genesis.



Once, the earth had teemed with billions of creatures. The atmosphere was completely
different from today; almost universally tropical, with no polar ice caps, and with
abundant, thick, luxuriant foliage providing both food and shelter for billions of
creatures. Lucifer was originally given the earth as his responsibility. But the Bible says
he tried to use earth as a base for his attempt to overthrow God from His throne. He
failed, and, as John wrote in Revelation, his fitailo (comet-like?) drew a third part (of
course! there are only three archangels mentioned in all the Bible) of the fistars of
heaveno (a common Bible symbol for angels) and ficast them down to eartho (read Rev.
12:3-9).

The total destruction of the earth was the result; and the massive burial of whole
continents teeming with plant and animal life, multiple billions of creatures, resulted in
the storage of fossil energy for the use of man in the countless thousands of years yet in
the future.

If scientists believe the earth to be 4 1/2 billion years old, there is no quarrel with
ScriptureAneither does 10 billion years make any difference.

There was, according to the Bible, an earlier, perfect creation. Also included were the
spirit beings, among them Lucifer. But the resultant cosmic battle literally wrecked a
good portion of the universe. Frustratingly to Lucifer, even in the destruction on earth he
was to provide future fuel and energy sources to Godos greatest creation of all®
mankindddestined to rise ultimately to a position even greater than that given to Lucifer
and his angels.

Johnos twelfth chapter of the apocalypse (meaning fito reveal,0 not fito destroyo) is a
quick summary of the whole time period from the conception of Godés plan for His
church, Satands rebellion and earthds destruction, Satands attempt to destroy Christ
through Herodbs decree to kill all children, and the encounter in the wilderness with Jesus
personally.

AANd another portent appeared in heaven; behold a red dragon, with seven heads and ten
horns, and seven diadems upon his heads. His tail swept down a third of the stars of
heaven, and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was
about to bear a child, that he might devour her child when she brought it forth; she
brought forth a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her
child was caught up to God and to his throne.o (Rev.12:3-5).

Jesus knew what Satan looked like; both in an earlier beautiful state, and in a later, more
grotesque and ugly condition. He is called a fiserpento and a fidragon,o as well as fithe
cherub that coveretho in the Bible.

When Ezekiel saw the strange creatures covering Godos throne he fiknew that they were
cherubs.0 Most people believe cherubs appear as naked babes with cupidbs bows and
arrowsdand few realize that cherubs appeared to men in ancient times; that some of
them were tremendously famous from the time of Adam until Noah as the guardians to
the garden of Eden.



Cherubim were able to manifest themselves as lions, oxen, men, and eagles; or as an
aggregate of all four. Ancient mythology preserves these huge spirit creatures in stone as
the fiwinged bulls of Bashano on ancient Assyrian kingbs palaces, and even as recently as
1975, with new discoveries of even greater civilizations in ancient Syria, a wooden bull
with a mands head overlaid in gold was recovered from ruins believed to be
contemporaneous with ancient Sumeria. Search the great museums of Britain, France,
Germany, and Egypt, and you will see hundreds of examples of the worship of fithe host
of the heavenso in the form of men with eagles heads (common in the inscriptions of
ancient Egypt, and in Egyptian tombs), as figodso; winged bulls featuring the heads of
men and lionds claws and other assorted mixtures of these four.

When God placed two cherubim with fiflaming swordso to guard the way to the tree of
life, they remained there from that day until the destruction of Eden in the flood.

Remember that means about one-sixth of all recorded history®a considerable time! The
tales repeated down through time from the children of Noah, all of whom had seen those
cherubim, gave rise to the mythologies about winged dragons, flying serpents whose
mouths breathed fire, who guarded mysterious castles at the top of craggy hills filled with
fabulously valuable treasures.

Giants and their mythical treasures, St. George and the Dragon, the winged flying serpent
which was worshiped by the Incas and Aztecs (Quetzalcoatl, meaning fiflying serpento)®
these are all mythological tales, endlessly repeated and embellished, stemming from
human encounters with cherubim.

When God told Moses to decorate the interior trappings of the tabernacle in the
wilderness with ficherubim,0 Moses didndt ask God, fiYes, but what do they look like?0
He knew, especially since he had come from a background of the royal courts of Egypt.

Jesus knew exactly what to expect when he encountered Satan. He knew Satan didnét
appear as a funny, mischievous man in a weird red body-stocking complete with pointed
ears, a tail with spearsb tip, and a trident in hand. He knew Satan could appear as a man,
or as a cherub, or as a winged flying serpent.

What is a fidragon,0 after all, but a fiwinged flying serpentd? When the devil appeared to
Adam and Eve they werenft at all startled to hear a strange-looking creature having
serpentine, dragon-like form (but probably standing upright, like a tyrannosaurus) speak
to them in audible voice; for they had no standard of comparison. The fact that God,
using serpents as a type of Satan, cursed, the serpent and from that time decreed he was to
ficrawl on his bellyo in the dust of the earth strongly indicated there were serpentine
creatures that stood upright prior to that time.

Jesus knew that He was meeting one of the most powerful spirit beings in the universe;
He knew that He would have to stand the test of the most appealing, magnetic, powerful
personality on earth; that He was going to match wits with the vilest, most subtle,
cleverest, most cunning, and superbly (if perverted) intelligent creature in the universe!
He knew that humanly, of Himself, He didndt have the strength and will to overcome a



spirit being of such power. He would need superhuman strength, spiritual strength from a
righteous source, and the very help of the Father Himself, as well as the power of friendly
angels.

Jesus intended to overthrow Satan. He was to combat the fiprince of the power of the airo
and conquer him! He was to meet the filord of the deado and displace him! He was to
allow Himself to be subjected to the greatest test of His human life to date, and had to
depend utterly on God the Father for His help to over come!

Thatbs why He had fasted for so long! The Bible says Christ filearned by the things which
He suffered,0 and Christ intended to come to know that weaknesses can be overcome
with enough help from God!

Read the account of Jesusd confrontation with Satan just prior to the beginning of His
ministry. The story is revealed in the fourth chapter of the book of Matthew. fiThen was
Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devilo (Matt. 4: 1).
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of the awareness of the spirit world, in such close communication with His heavenly
Father through prayer that He knew that it was time for the great confrontation®the
supreme battle of will between the fallen archangel, Lucifer, and the One who was
coming to unseat this Satan and qualify to be the world ruler. (Perhaps He had received
either a very vivid dream, a vision, or even heard an audible voice from an angel. Or He
might have just fisensedo it was time.)

Jesus, with His brilliant mind and the outpouring of Godds Holy Spirit fiwithout measureo
no doubt knew the Scriptures as no man before or since!

He was, after all, the iWord personified,0 as it were, and so was very thoroughly aware
of the examples of fasting just prior to a great crisis or a great event in the Bible. He
knew that Moses had fasted 40 days and 40 nights, prior to receiving the Ten
Commandments on Mount Sinai.

He knew about Elijahds 40 days and 40 nights of fasting, and knew this would also be
required of Him in order to utterly divest Himself of any reliance whatsoever on any
material crutch, upon any remote temptation to depend upon a false feeling of fiself-
reliance,0 but, in this weakened state, after having spent countless hours in deep and soul-
searching prayer, would be equipped to withstand the worst temptations Satan the Devil
could throw at Him.

It says, AANnd when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an
hungered.o

The word fihungeredo in context implies much more than just fihungryo the way it may
appear to us. No living human being today could have the willpower and self control,
together with the physical stamina and strength to endure a full 40 days and 40 nights
fast.



Jesus was nearly at the point of death; he had almost starved by the time Satan the Devil
came to Him and hurled every conceivable temptation His way. After the initial
temptation of trying to get Jesus to obey his whims by converting stones into bread, Jesus
made one of His most important pronouncements. (And a statement that is almost
universally misunderstood by millions of professing Christians today, who would rather
live by fisome,0 and not fievery,06 word of God.)

Jesus said to Satan, fielt is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God!o

Then Satan began to probe to find if there was any ego there, any vanity, selfishness, or
desire for power or self importance. Finally Jesus gave a command, and the Devil was
forced to obey! fiThen saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serveo (verse 10).

Now read the next verse! Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and
ministered unto him.0 What does fiministeringd mean? What would you do if a person
who was very dearly beloved to you were discovered in an emaciated, starving state, a
condition of almost complete physical and mental exhaustion?

Remember, these angels did not appear like little pink cheeked bare babies with bows and
arrowsObut as mature, kindly, competent and swiftly efficient men!

From the time the One who became Jesus Christ of Nazarethd®who was the God of the
Old Testamentd®appeared unto human beings Himself (He wrestled in the dust of the
earth with Jacob, sat in the shade of Abrahamds tent on the plains of Mamre, talked to
Moses from a cloud on Mount Sinai), to the other accounts in the Old Testament of
angelic appearances, you can learn that angels always appeared to human beings as men!
The two men who were the objects of the perverse lusts of the citizens of Sodom, and
who had to drag Lot and his family out of the city just prior to its destruction, were
angels, Manifesting themselves as strong, human men.

Jesus had no doubt slumped to the ground or was seated with His head in His hands,
following this exhausting encounter when a strong arm encircled His shoulder and a deep
resonant voice said, iHere, take a sip of this.o

When You fiministero unto a person in this state of exhaustion, you will no doubt provide
warmth in the form of blankets and a place to lie down, and give sparing amounts of
something appropriate like beef broth or some other richly nutritious and easily digestible
food.

This encounter also serves to illustrate the fact that, when it was needed, angels, who
were always around Jesus in unseen, spirit form, would manifest themselves as human
beings, and give Jesus even the physical sustenance and protection that He needed, and
that He was constantly attuned to that fiother dimensiono of the heavenly presence of His
Father and His righteous angels.



So, in the greatest spiritual battle ever fought, a battle that was absolutely necessary in the
plan of God for Jesus Christ to overcome Satan, the Captain of our Salvation qualified to
take over rulership of Earth from Satan.

Chapter 11

Jesush Faith

Jesus could only look forward to an early death. He would be beaten into an
unrecognizable hulk, tortured, ridiculed, abandoned by friends, mocked by enemies and
finally crucified. Before His 34th birthday, He would be hanging on a stake, naked and
dead. All this He knew, and knew fully, throughout His adult life.

Under these circumstances, most of us would be so self-pitying and would harbor such
feelings of martyrdom, that we would only find it possible to moan and groan, doing the
very most effective job of eliciting sympathy from others over our terrible plight.

But Jesus had perfect faith.

Faith is conviction. It is the full assurance that, according to Godds specific promises,
certain events such as miracles, healing and the exorcism of evil spirits&®which were
given as signs and testimonies to unbelievers and as aids in the conduct of Jesust work
and ministry®would absolutely occur whenever Jesus desired it.

Jesus knew who He was; knew from whence He had come, and knew precisely what the
future held.

Perhaps the analogy of an individual, who as a result of a blow on the head, loses his
recent memory and then gradually regains it could be applied to Jesus. Through a process
of visiting familiar scenes and meeting with familiar faces during Jesusé young life, and
continually as He absorbed more and more of the written word of God, plus direct
personal communication with His Father through deep sessions of prayer, coupled with
fasting, His awareness grew and grew until He came to fire-remembero the tremendous
amount of spiritual knowledge He once had had.

When Jesus told some of His persecutors, iBefore Abraham was | AM,0 He revealed an
unusual amount of insight into this concept. Not only did Jesus believe He was the Son of
God through His motherds teaching, but He also knew this through His own personal
contact with God, and encounters with spirit beings, both obedient angels and evil spirits!

Therefore, Jesus knew.
To millions of professing Christians, fifaitho is an elusive fisomethingo everyone wishes

to have. All seek it through diverse sorts of physical and psychological phenomena;
traveling to one place and another; trying to fix or set their minds in a particular channel,



attempting to follow routines or ceremonial procedures, going to a famous fifaith healero
and trying diligently to bolster up oneds nagging doubts by any number of psychological
and spiritual exercises or tricks.

Jesusd faith was so superb that, when it served an effective purpose, He quite literally had
power over the elements. Yet this was not always the case, for on one occasion when He
came among some of the religious teachers of the town where He had grown up,
Nazareth, He was fiunable to do any mighty work there, save that he laid hands on a few
sick folk.o In this case, Jesus was said to have fimarveled at their unbelief,0 thus
illustrating the fact that, as the Bible reveals, especially in cases of healing, it seems to
require both fifaith mixed with faitho to produce the miracle.

On a number of other occasions strange miracles occurred which were supportive of
Christés Messiahship and which dumbfounded and amazed His disciples as well as others
including detractors and persecutors.

When Jesus walked on water, He knew He would be buoyed up and simply stepped out
on the water as if it were concrete or solid ground. Here He was, strolling about on the
surface of the glassy waters of the Sea of Galilee, when Peter looked out in dumbfounded
amazement and recognized Jesus. To Peter, this was another novel fitricko of some sort,
and He assayed to leave the boat and walk right out to where Jesus was, feeling that
whatever applied to Jesus most certainly would have applied to Peter as well.

Peter thought he might be able to walk on water, but Jesus knew. Immediately, Peter
began to sink into the water, and Jesus had to reach out and pick him back up by another
miraculous act, and give him a gentle chiding about his lack of faith.

In order to provide a further miraculous testimony to His credentials, on one occasion
Jesus told His disciples to go to a nearby body of water, catch a fish, and they would find
a coin in the fishis mouth!

Wonderingly, they did precisely as He said, and sure enough, there was the coin.

Again, anyone who decides to take it upon himself to be a one-man critic of the Bible
could simply decide he has discovered that one filoose-brické somewhere in the
foundation walls of Holy Writ which renders him skeptical of the entirety of the
remainder.

For the purposes of this book, whether the reader believes it is mere theory or practical
fact, the Bible is accepted as being the divinely revealed will and purpose of a great
infallible God who cannot lie. Therefore, though most skepticts would immediately claim
they disbelieve the miraculous, for miracles cannot be explained by physical or scientific
means, for the purposes of explaining the personality and character of Jesus Christ these
miracles are accepted as bona fide fact, as much a fact as is any physical law.

Jesusf faith was built on certain knowledge. He knew His Father heard His prayers; and
though He did not have fiX-ray visiono like the fabled Superman from Krypton, He did



have both the insight and the ability to read the thoughts and hearts of human beings by a
combination of body language, the looks in their eyes, as well as a very great amount of
spiritual perception which some might call mental telepathy.

Therefore, on some occasions when an individual seemed to have a great deal of faith,
Jesus would immediately answer the request for healing or for the expulsion of a demon.
On other accounts, even though one sincere believer might have asked for a miracle,
Jesus asked that the unbelievers be put out of the environment prior to the healing taking
place. On another occasion a Roman soldier, a captain over one hundred men, begged
Jesus to come to his home to heal his sick servant. Jesus turned and pointed out to His
own people that He had not found such faith in all of Israel, using the analogy of the
Roman soldier.

The military man had said, fiYou don6t need to come all that distance if you donft want
to, Lord; I know all you need to do is give, the word and it will be done! After all 16m a
military man; | am a captain over a hundred men. If | give orders for a man to come, he
comes; if | say go, he goes. Therefore, all you have got to do is give the orders and |
know my servant will be healed!o

Following the Romands analogy, Jesus gave the object lesson to His own disciples that
He had not found such an example of straightforward, simple faith, fiNo, not in all
Israel.0 He told the Roman, iGo your way, and as you have believed it will occur to youo
(Matt 8:8-10, paraphrased

On the occasion at Lazarusbés tomb, Jesus also reveals that He was in an attitude of prayer
a great deal of the time. Upon nearing the tomb, He was met by Lazarusbs relatives who
came out weeping and wailing and wringing their hands in absolute anguish, telling Him,
AOh Lord, if you had only made it a few days earlier®but its too late now, for poor
Lazarus has been dead for four days already!

Then follows another of the misunderstood texts in the Bible: almost everyone
remembers hearing the shortest verse in the Bible, fiJesus wept.o

Few seem to know why He wept. Most would assume it was because of His feeling for
poor Lazarus, or the terrible loss of His loved ones.

But wait. Read the inspired account and you will see that Jesus lifted His eyes to the
heavens, and said loudly enough for a few of His own disciples to hear it, fiFather | thank
you that you have heard me, and | know that you hear me always.0

And finishing this brief prayer as if an addendum or postscript to lengthy prayers said in
private previously, Jesus said in a loud voice, fiLazarus, come out!0

Miraculously, and throwing stunned disbelief and shock into the detractors as well as
disbelieving joy into the hearts of his loved ones, Lazarus stood up and came out of the
tomb still wearing the grave clothes, whereupon Jesus said, fiLoose him and let him goo
(John 11:31-44). The account proves Jesus knew what He would find and knew of the



surety that God was going to answer His prayer to miraculously resurrect Lazarus from
death itself.

Therefore, it is utterly impossible that the brief two-word verse, fiJesus wept,0 could
imply either sorrow for Lazarus, or for His loved ones.

But study Jesusd life carefully and recall the example of His fibeing grieved at the
hardness of their heartso on another occasion when a miraculous healing was to take
place, or His expressions of grief at His disciplesd lack of faith in the case of the healing
of the boy who was possessed with a demon that was trying to destroy his life!

On this occasion, the distraught father came to Jesus and told him that the disciples had
tried to cast out the demon but were unable; the father was despairing because apparently
the spirit was literally trying to destroy the boy, by throwing him into any water nearby,
or even into a fire; and the young lad was fitorno by fits and seizures which caused a great
deal of trauma and pain.

Jesus commanded the spirit to come out, and even then in the last frenzy of hate, the
demon was said to have cried with a loud voice and brought about another violent fit
prior to his departure.

Later, the disciples had asked why they were unable to cast the demon out and Jesus said,
AOh ye of little faith,0 and told them that this kind fiwill not come out except by a great
deal of prayer and fasting.o

He knew that His disciples were spending nowhere near as much time in prayer as they
should; and He also knew very obviously that they were not fasting anywhere near as
often.

Obviously, then, because of Jesust grief over examples of lack of faith, and the
hopelessness of human anguish, His emotion at the tomb of Lazarus was more one of
anguish and deep personal grief because of their lack of faith, than for any other cause.

It was, perhaps similar to the anguish of a loving parent, who, though trying time and
time again to teach an important object lesson to a child, sees the child slip up repeatedly,
only to hurt himself severely. The parent cries out in anguish over the seeming inability
of the child to learn the lesson.

Jesus wept at Lazarusos tomb not because of any frustrated feelings of hopelessness,
sense of loss, or even necessarily deep compassion toward a loved one; for He knew
Lazarus was going to walk out of that tomb in only moments! He wept simply because
He was in deep personal anguish over the continual lack of faith of these people!

A custom of the day required the continuous wailing of members of the family over a
protracted period of time, and could also even feature the actual hiring of professional
fiwailerso to do so on the occasion of a funeral.



Remember, this wailing and weeping was still going on after four solid days.

Jesus had faith, then, to work whatever miracles were absolutely necessary for the proof
of His authority; for the presentation of His true credentials as the Messiah of mankind;
for demonstration of the fipower of the kingdom of God,0 for the casting out of demons,
for the healing of the sick, and also for a testimony to His own disciples that they might
have the courage backed by faith at a later date to perform miracles which Jesus said
would be fieven greater than these.o

The fifaitho experienced by most humans today is more of a frantic hoping, a quest, a
desire, a deep and sincere thirst for something wanted than it is the calm, full-bodied,
confident assurance, the foreknowledge that certain events are going to take place prior to
their occurrence!

The greatest detriments to faith are fear, pain, doubt, or vanity. Perhaps the first three are
obvious, but what about vanity?

Though many would-be faith healers would desperately like to utilize some supernatural
power for the propulsion of themselves into a theological limelight to create a vast
following, God is never going to honor a request either in private or in public for
miraculous events or for the healing of the sick merely to satiate ego and vanity.

On the other hand, how does one explain seemingly incontrovertible cases where
individuals claim they had been healed miraculously on such occasions?

Notwithstanding the allegations of circus freaks, appearing and disappearing goiters,
people who are not really crippled after all, what of those cases which would seem to
defy scientific investigation? Perhaps there is another answer.

Jesus revealed another principle concerning faith: He said on more than one occasion that
an answer to prayer would be fiaccording to faitho!

When Jesus said, fillt will be done, or it will occur according to your faith,0 He is
throwing the burden of proof and the direct weight of responsibility squarely back on the
shoulders of the supplicant.

It is not impossible to imagine occasions where individuals who were looking beyond the
alleged human healer, looking directly toward Jesus Christds own personal sacrifice (the
Bible reveals, fiby his stripes were ye healedo) could be, under those circumstances,
miraculously delivered from physical illness or deformity.

Careful study, however, of the examples of the healings found throughout the four
gospels, cannot turn up one single healing done in a carnival-like atmosphere for the
purpose of gaining attention.



Rather, there are any numbers of examples where even though a miraculous healing did
occur, Jesus privately warned the individual who had been so blessed, fiTell no man, but
go your way and show the gift to the priest as the law of Moses commands.o

Thus, after performing the ceremonial ritual of cleansing in the case of blindness or a
disease such as leprosy, Jesus strongly urged most individuals who were greatly blessed
by being healed that they fitell no one about it,0 in order that Jesus would not bring too
much persecution upon Himself too soon.

What a far cry is this quiet, once-in-a-while blessing extended toward sincere supplicants,
from the blatant-circus like attempts of individuals who proclaim themselves to be
evangelistic healers and who advertise widely that they are going to provide a fidouble
portion nighto every Tuesday at 10 obclock!

Perhaps the greatest example of the tremendous assurance which Jesus possessed and
which resulted in a miracle is the occasion when He and several of the disciples were
aboard a fair-sized boat in the Sea of Galilee, and an unusually strong wind arose which
caused huge white caps to nearly swamp the boat. Jesus was in the bottom of the boat
asleep and finally was roused by all of the frightened chatter by the disciples who thought
the boat was surely going to sink.

Coming on deck, Jesus merely looked at the intensity of the storm, and gesturing to the
waves and wind, said, fiPeace, be still.o

The waves began to die down, and within only a matter of minutes, as can occur after the
passage of a violent windstorm when a lake which had been tempestuous only the
minutes before can become almost glassy-still, the lake took on a great calm.

The disciples were absolutely dumbfounded and said, iWhat manner of man is this that
even the winds and the waves obey him?0

On this occasion, while many might be tempted to see Jesus in the role of showman,
merely gesturing or posturing in an attempt to gain popularity or notoriety, He was
actually saving several lives, including His own!

While the account is cursory at best, there is every reason to believe it was a serious
enough storm that if Christ had not intervened, it quite literally would have meant the
sinking of the ship.

Skeptics would be tempted to say, iWell, so what, He could have walked on the water
anyway, couldn6ft He?0 But again, this book is not intended to fibring you to the Lordo or
to convince anyone who wishes to disbelieve, but to set forth the simple truth about the
personality, nature and character of the real Jesus Christ of Nazareth as closely as the
personal eyewitness accounts will allow.

Perfect godly character would have absolutely demanded that Jesus never utilize any
special supernatural powers for the mere purpose of show.



Furthermore, any attempt to utilize supernatural powers for such a purpose would have
meant the automatic cancellation of miraculous powers in the first place! Nothing is more
detrimental to faith than vanity and ego!

Entirely too many people feel miracles are fidcredentialsé of personal righteousness,
holiness and power, instead of aids to evangelism. fiSignso were utilized by Godds
prophets to dumbfound and convince skeptics and unbelievers; special blessings from
time to time have come from God in especially outstanding cases to display Godés mercy.
But most assuredly, God will never permit real godly miracles to be prostituted in a form
of spiritualistic gimmickry for the purpose of inflating the ego of would-be spiritual
leaders.

Even as the teaching of the real Jesus is virtually intolerable to so many today, it was also
intolerable to the religious leaders of His day. Jesus actually attempted to begin the
formal segment of His ministry by honoring His own country, sadly but fully expecting
to be rejected by His own people.

Some interesting doctrinal truths are discovered in Jesuso first rejection at Nazareth.

Read Lukebs account, chapter four, verses 16 through 30, and you will find that He was
appearing in His own hometown synagogue. Jesus had already been in Judaea and had
understood that the Pharisees were rumoring that He was becoming more of an important
figure than John, allegedly baptizing even more people than John, and therefore looming
as a larger competitive threat in the religious market place (at least in their minds). So
Jesus left Judaea and went again into Galilee. However, it required Him to pass through
Samaria (John 4:1-4).

It was during this journey that Jesus met the woman at Jacobds well and gave the
Samaritan woman the lesson about filiving water.o

Following Jesusb miraculous ability to tell the woman many details of her past, plus His
plain teaching about a fiwell of water springing up unto eternal life,0 many of the
Samaritans began to believe that He must be the prophesied Messiah or Savior. It was
only two days later (John 4:43) that Jesus went into Galilee. He had said earlier (Luke
4:24; Mark 6:4; Matt. 13:57) that no prophet has any acceptance in his own country.

In Luke 4:16, Jesus was in Nazareth, where He was brought up, and fias His custom was,
he went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day.0 On this occasion, according to the
custom of the synagogue, He was asked to read. He found the place in Isaiah where it
was written, fiThe Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach
the good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the
acceptable year of the Lordo (Luke 4:16-19, RSV). After reading this segment from
Isaiah 58:6 and 61:1-2, He rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat
down. There was a protracted silence, with all eyes still upon Him, when He confidently
proclaimed, fiThis day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.o



He went on to proclaim Himself as the Messiah who was actually fulfilling those
centuries-old pronouncements from the scroll of Isaiah. Everyone listened intently, and
began to wonder at both the eloquence and the vast biblical knowledge, as well as at the
sincerity that gave His words a ring of truth.

But true to His predictions, their hometown prejudices began to get in their way.

Some began to reason, filsndt this Josephbs boy?0 Many of them had perhaps not paid
much attention to Him in the last several years, though some few must have recognized
Him as the young man who had grown up right in the city as a laborer at His fatherds side
and who had been conducting His fatherds business together with His several brothers
since Josephds death.

Recognizing their beginning doubts He said, fiProbably you are going to repeat to me the
tired old parable 6Physician, heal yourself!6 Since we have heard all those marvelous
rumors about what you did in Capernaum why donét you do the same things right here in
your own hometown and show us?6 He went on to say that, fino prophet is acceptable in
his own country.o

Then followed a very concise statement which is impossible for most people to believe,
even today.

Jesus said, fil am telling you the truthdthere were many widows in Israel during the days
of Elijah when the heaven was shut up three years and six months; and great famine came
over the whole country. In spite of all the terrible duress, Elijah was not sent to any of
them but only to Zarephath in the land of Sidon unto a woman that was a widow.o
(Obviously, the implication was that even though a major prophet of Israel, Elijah was
sent to a Sidonian and therefore to a Gentile.)

He continued, fiAlso, there were many lepers in Israel during the time of Elishads
prophecies, and none of them was cleansed but only Naaman the Syriano (2 Kings 5:14).

They were all so enraged at His obvious inference that great prophets and men of God
who were champions and heroes of Israel had actually turned away from their own
people because of their paganism, and had been sent to isolated Gentiles for special
purposes, that they fiwere all filled with wrath.o

As the men in the synagogue heard there things they firose up, and cast him out of the
city, and led him unto the brow of the hill whereupon their city was built, that they might
throw him down headlong. But he passing through the midst of them went his wayo (see
Luke 4:22-30).

Much can be gleaned from this account®not the least of which is additional confirmation
about the obvious plainness of Jesusd appearance, necessary for Him to be able to lose
Himself in the crowd.



But perhaps more importantly this abortive attempt of the beginning of a public ministry
in His own hometown is illustrative of a major scriptural truth rejected by so many
millions today: to wit, Jesus did not come to save the world then, and He is not setting
His hand to save it now! The concept held by the religious leaders of the day demanded a
returning, conquering Messiah who would once again exalt the nation of Israel to its
Davidic greatness, or the glitter of the reign of Solomon. They wanted a military king;
one to overthrow the yoke of the Roman conquerors, and to so expand their own borders,
commerce, domestic economy and social order that they once again became a great
kingdom.

Many other examples in the four gospels illustrate the same point.

Jesus had said repeatedly, iWhy do you call me Lord and yet do not the things which |
say? Not everyone that says unto me, Lord, Lord, shall in anywise enter the kingdom of
my Father.o

fiNone can come to the son except the spirit of the Father draw him.o

And, in answering His disciplesd queries as to why He spoke in difficult-to-understand
similes and parables, He plainly referred once again to a prophecy by Isaiah in which He
instructed His disciples, fiBecause as Isaiah said their eyes are totally blinded and their
ears are deafened and they stumble at my teaching, lest at any time they should turn and
be converted and I should heal them.o

Read the thirteenth chapter of Matthew and you will discover a profound truth which is
rejected by most professing Christendom today ®Jesus deliberately concealed His
message from the majority, and privately taught it to a select hand-picked group of
disciples for the purpose of raising them up as His immediate successors to form the
human building blocks of the New Testament Church of God which He predicted would
continue from that age to this.

Never at any time, not during the human lifespan of Jesus Christ of Nazareth when He
with His own footsteps trod the pastures, orchards, and grain fields of Palestine, or
throughout the intervening millennia, has the real Jesus set His hand to save the world!

Anyone who believes in the childish beddy-bye concept that Jesus has been trying to save
the world must automatically believe, at the same time, that Satands efforts are infinitely
more powerful; that Jesus is weak and inept, and that God seemingly is losing the battle
on all fronts.

Jesust attitude throughout His life was not one of pomp and vanity. There was not one
iota of braggadocio in the mand®but there was a deepening awareness, especially
following the frightening confrontation with Satan the Devil in the wilderness, that His
public ministry would result in a growing hostility and resistance on the part of political
and religious leaders.

Yet Jesus had the faith to see it through.



Chapter 12

Miracles and Healings
Signs - of His Messiahship

A miracle is a miracle is a miracle.

There is no such thing as filittle miracleso or fibig miracles.o Jesus performed many
miracles during the course of His ministry, and, may have performed, at least on rare
occasions, private miracles for family members or perhaps a neighborhood friend.

However, to say He fiperformedo miracles is not quite so accurate as to say Jesus was the
human instrument in the hands of His Father, God, who generated the miracles.

Jesus said, iThe Father who lives in me, He is the one who is really doing this work.o

He said repeatedly to His disciples that the miracles were evidence of His divine origins,
His preexistent life with His Father, and His present divine calling and commission. Jesus
never took any personal credit for fiperforming miracleso but insisted continually that it
was the combination of the faith of the believer and the spirit of His Father from heaven
that accomplished the miracles.

Most of the accounts of Jesusd healings are quiet, personal accounts of miraculous
healings performed either out great compassion or following an example of particular
perseverance on the part of Jews as well as Gentiles.

Even though Jesus mostly healed privately and immediately told people not to tell anyone
about it, and even though the Bible plainly records that the great healings during Jesusd
time and the early years of the Church gradually waned and virtually disappeared even
prior to the closing of the New Testament writings, yet many seem to believe that great
healings or supernatural phenomena are the test of whether a church body is truly fiof
Godo or not.

Of course others doubt whether healing could take place today, or that it ever could have
taken place in the past.

One of the most obvious, oft-repeated and sensationalized facts about Jesus was that He
could really heal. He Himself, in telling the disciples of John that they should judge fiby
the fruits,0 pointed to healing as a demonstration of His Messiahship (Matt. 8:16-17,
Matt. 11: 2-6).

Immediately following the Sermon on the Mount (Matt.5:7) there are many accounts of
healings in the subsequent chapter.



Jesus was making His way down from the mountain, which had to be only a short
distance from Capernaum, and therefore was probably one of the steep hills at the
extreme northwestern corner of the Sea of Galilee, when a leper finally got close enough
to Jesus to call out to Him.

No doubt the crowd following along and discussing what they had just heard, parted to
allow the man access, giving him wide berth, for he had to follow the prescribed laws of
shouting out fileper,0 or perhaps even ringing a bell to warn of his approach. (Lepers were
the fipariahsoé of the society, looked upon with revulsion and distaste, as they still are in
some societies today, and suffering a certain measure of isolation, though not necessarily
placed in ficolonies,0 as this account reveals.)

The leper finally called out to Jesus fiLord, if you only will, you can make me clean!o
Jesus then did something which must have appeared doubly remarkable to everyone
around him and something none of them would have dared do.

He put forth His hand and actually touched the leper and said, fil will&come clean!o

Miraculously, the pasty flesh tones became ruddy, the horrible open wounds and scars
disappeared, the disfigurement vanished, and the man stood before Jesus whole!

There is no strong indication that dozens were surrounding Him at this moment; rather, it
is more likely that many in the immediate vicinity actually fled the leper, and that Jesus
was there with only a handful of His own disciples.

Otherwise, you could not understand why Jesus said to the man, fiSee that you dont tell
anybody about it, but go your way, be sure to show yourself to the priest and offer the gift
just as required by the law of Moses, because this will be a testimony to the religious
leaders.0

Mark says the man almost instantly disobeyed Jesust admonition because of his
excitement and joy over being healed, and began to tell everybody in sight and fiblaze
abroad the matter,0 insomuch that Jesus could no more fiopenly enter into the cityo
because of the pressure of the crowds who were clamoring for the healing of their sick, or
confirmation of the miracle (Mark 1: 40-45).

Though it will anger some, it happens to be a simple fact that many others attempted to
be healed by Christ but that He deliberately withdrew into a private place to pray. Mark
says the pressure of the crowd seeking Him out to ask for healing for their own loved
ones or themselves became so great that Jesus ficould not enter into the city6 and so went
apart into a desert place nearby where no one knew where He was.

Later, Jesus was at home in Capernaum teaching many who had gathered to hear.
A particularly determined group of friends brought one of their buddies who was

paralyzed, but they found they could not fight their way through the crowd with the poor
guy lying there on a pallet. Every time they tried, they were jostled out of the way by all



the people pressing around the door, filling up the foyer, standing, sitting all over the
house, intently listening to what Jesus was saying.

With some risk and not a little ingenuity, they actually began to take up some of the
stones or other roofing material on the roof. Those down below began to notice a crack
and sliver of light, and then a lot of dust and mortar tumbling down, and perhaps any in
the way stood up, and began brushing off their clothes and hair and began looking
anxiously toward the ceiling. Jesus, a bit bewildered, probably stood up, pausing in the
middle of the lesson He was giving to the others about, and watched with a combination
of patience and bemusement as the hole got larger.

Soon several faces probably peered in, disappeared, and then the light was blotted out
while a pallet seemed to cover it. Finally, all noticed a paralyzed man slowly being
lowered into the room!

Because of this audacious act of ingenuity, Jesus seized upon the opportunity to present a
great lesson of compassion, and at the same time give a stinging rebuke to the religious
leaders of the day as well as teach an important spiritual principle concerning the
forgiveness of sins to do crowd!

The Bible says He saw their faith (including the buddies of the paralytic, and perhaps not
even necessarily the paralyticés own faith) and so He said, iYour sins are forgiven.o

After saying this and looking at the man for some moments, some audible arguments
began to come from a nearby group of religious types whose garments identified them as
leaders of the local synagogue. Immediately Jesus knew He was being judged and
criticized for making such an outrageous statement; so He completed the act in two parts
by saying, fiBut that you may understand that the Son of man has the authority on this
earth to forgive sins, 16m telling you,0 and turning to the paralytic He said, iGet up from
there, roll up your pallet and go home.o

When the man did exactly that, a ripple of surprise echoed through the crowd, and the
religious leaders took a step backward as if in utter shock, while Jesus disciples looked
around at the people, with Peter probably wearing that smug smile that said, fil told you
s00 to some of those who had been doubting Jesuso abilities a little earlier.

The forgiveness of the mands sins according to these accounts (Matt 9:1-8, Mark 2:1-12;
Luke 5:17-26) was separate from the healing, which was performed in two parts; the first
was Christds declaration that the mands sins had in fact been forgiven, and the second,
after a brief explanation to the crowd and a rebuke of the religious leaders, was the actual
command to the man to figet up, roll up your pallet and go on home.o

Jesusd remarkable capacity for seeing, knowing, feeling and sensing that fiother
dimensiono of His Fatheros spirit kingdom, the presence of powerful angels, and the ebb
and flow of the power of Godds Holy Spirit through Him, had given Him perfect faith so
that in issuing such a command He knew it would be honored.



Both before and after the famous fiSermon on the Mount,0 Jesus healed many people who
came to seek Him out from all over Judaea, from as far away as Jerusalem and Syria. His
ministry began to be spread abroad in towns and cities for literally hundreds of miles, and
in the early weeks of His Galilean ministry, He became one of the most famous
individuals of that time. The crush of the crowds became so great on some occasions that
He had to jump aboard a boat to avoid being crushed in the stampede.

Only a few ranks away from Jesus, in crowded marketplaces, in streets and along
roadways, the hundreds of people thronging around could not even discern which one He
was. In jumping up and down, looking over the shoulders and heads of others, trying to
spot precisely where the center of action was, many of them pushed, jostled, shoved and
elbowed one another. Jesus was no doubt afraid of personal injury, when from time to
time He was caught in the midst of a mob. His escape to the top of a nearby mountain
where the iSermon on the Mounto was delivered was perhaps a sermon of convenience,
as he sought to outdistance the crowd below. Jesus had to scramble up to a high place,
possibly even having to run in order to escape the crowds. His disciples came puffing up
behind Him to escape the crush of the crowd. As a result, these circumstances were to
provide a mountain environment for the delivery of the most famous sermon in all of
history (compare Matt. 4:24-25; M ark 3:7-13; Luke 6:17-19).

Jesus was no respecter of persons when it came to having compassion for people and
reaching out into that fiother dimensiono of the spirit world for the power of His Father to
heal.

A Roman officer, having authority over one hundred soldiers, came to Jesus begging Him
to heal his slave who was near death. Many lessons can be gleaned from the account of
the Roman soldier simply by wondering what Jesus did not say or do.

First, He did not scathingly indict the Roman soldier, standing there in his burnished
breastplate, with his sword at his side, or his helmet in his hand. There was no bitter
indictment about being in the military, no scathing denunciation because of the brutal
Roman occupation of Jesusd homeland, and no contemptuous epithets because the Roman
was of another race, from another country, and a stranger in Jesusé own country.

Next, even though the Roman plainly told Jesus his servant was a slave (all the Roman
officers had both household slaves and personal slaves and could from time to time
commandeer additional help from other private citizens who were not necessarily
indentured to them), Jesus did not enter into the internal politics of the land at the time by
loudly condemning slavery, though this is not to imply by the remotest stretch of the
imagination that His lack of stern condemnation represents, in an argument from silence,
that He either condoned or approved the practice.

Perhaps Jesus was a little curious about where the Roman lived, and actually wanted to
set the example of walking along the road with a Roman officer so others would notice
the kind of companions He was willing to keep. In any event, He said, fiSure, 161l be glad
to come and heal himdletis go.o



The officer, startled, said, fil am not worthy to have you come under my roof, after all 16m
an officer in the Roman army. | tell one of my troops to come here and he simply comes.
I tell him to go and he goes. You are in total authority. All you need to do is give the
word and | know my servant is going to be healed.o

Jesus turned to those nearby and said, fil havendt found an example of faith like this
among my own people throughout Israel!o

Turning to the Roman he said, iGo on home, and as you have believed and have faith, so
will it be done to you exactly.0 When the officer arrived back home after a rapid ride over
some rocky roads, clattering along in his chariots it was to find some excited house
servant telling him that his favorite slave had miraculously got on his feet, the fever had
left him, and be was standing there looking wonderingly about.

The officer found out by a careful comparison of the amount of time it had taken him to
ride home and the time the servant told him the slave had been healed, that it was right at
the same hour when he had been in personal conversation with Jesus (Matt. 8:5-13,
paraphrased).

Some time later, Jesus was staying in Peterds home, and after a brief journey from
Capernaum down to Bethsaida walked into the house to find Peterds mother-in-law sick
with a high fever.

Jesus felt bad; here He had arrived with a whole group of His disciples, expecting to
spend some time (probably for Peterds own benefit, giving him a chance to visit his
family and to be with his wife for a day or so), only to find Peterds wifeds mother there
grievously ill with a high fever.

Jesus thinking of the vastly increased household chores which would immediately be
forced upon her, of the throngs of the people who would be coming and going and the
heightened activity in the house because of His presence there, let alone His immediate
compassion because of the poor womands condition and the close family relationship,
reached out, took her hand, smiled into her face, and said that He was rebuking the fever.

She was healed instantly. Very shortly after sundown that day, evidently a Sabbath, other
people from Capernaum had heard the news, and flocks of individuals, knowing that He
was at Peterbs home, came to Him to be healed. The gospel of Matthew says this helped
fill 1saiah 53:4 (fiHe took our infirmities and bore our diseases,0 Matt.8:17, RSV).

Sometimes, at a particular request, Jesus would be on the way to heal one person when
someone else would come forward in the crowd and beg His attention. There were
accounts of people pressing forward in the crush of the crowd and actually reaching out
to touch His clothing and being healed. This was not only attested by three of the gospel
writers, but it was said later by Luke that in the early days of the New Testament Church
when the early apostles were so filled with zeal, with the newness and freshness of their
conversion and their knowledge of Godds Holy Spirit, that sick people lying in the streets
were healed miraculously when the very shadow of Peter passed over them!



On one occasion, Jesus was on the way to heal a little girl who was near death, who
happened to be the daughter of the ruler of the synagogue, named Jairus. (Actually, she
died while Jairus was in the process of bringing Jesus to her.)

This was an especially important occasion, for Jesus would be visiting in the home of one
of the important men of the local Jewish synagogue, a site of so many of His frequent
confrontations with the religious leaders. Jesus was keenly aware of His need to show His
deep outgoing concern, love and compassion toward people regardless of their
background, religion, color, or nationality.

He was on His way to Jairusds home when, surging forward from among the mass of
people crowding along behind Him, was a woman who had been plagued with a serious
bleeding for twelve long years. The Bible says she had spent her whole living, going
from one resort to another, trying everything imaginable from herbs, poultices, teas,
baths, compresses; everything in the medicines available in that day, and was still not
helped, but rather had become destitute because every bit of her savings was finally
exhausted.

The story reveals another important item in Jesuso personal life. When the woman finally
got close enough, she reached out, full of desire and faith, and touched the hem of Jesusé
outer cloak.

The Bible says Jesus fifelt virtue flow out of him.o Jesus said, iVWho touched me?6 When
all denied, Peter and they that were with him said, iMaster, the multitude throng thee and
press thee, and sayest thou, who touched me?0

AANd Jesus said, Somebody hath touched me: for I perceive that virtue is gone out of
me.o

With the crowd there was curiosity, perhaps even suspicion and anger in some cases, but
with the desperately afflicted woman, there was deep desire and strong confident faith.
She knew that all she had to do was fight her way forward until she could touch that
fabulous man. A spiritual contact was made. God actually healed the woman through
Jesusd own body, even without Jesusé knowing to whom the healing had happened.

AANd when the woman saw that she was not hid, she came trembling, and falling down
before him, she declared unto him before all the people for what cause she had touched
him, and how she was healed immediately. And he said unto her, Daughter, be of good
comfort: thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peaceo (Luke 8:43-48).

Jesus had felt, by an actual ebbing or draining of strength from Him that a miracle had
taken place. Without launching into speculations which border on the realm of ESP, or
implying anything more than that which is stated, it is clear that Jesus could feel not only
physical exhaustion, but could literally feel the surge and flow of spiritual power and
strength. It is clearly shown that, in His lengthy 40-day fast, in order to gird His spiritual
loins for the violent confrontation and matching of wills with Satan the Devil, that Jesus



knew He had to be in exceedingly close contact with God, and filled with more spiritual
energy than ever before.

On the occasion of praying so hard to select each of his 12 disciples, knowing both that
the future of the Church depended on them and that one of them should betray Him, He
prayed so earnestly that His brow was running with rivulets of sweat as if they were like
fidrops of blood splashing on the ground.0 When He told His disciples they couldnit cast
out a demon because fithis kind comes not out except through prayer and fasting,0 Jesus
indicated there were moments when greater measures of spiritual power would be
required to perform some miraculous act.

Thus, while it is impossible to fifeel the Holy Spirit in the sense of implying that the Holy
Spirit impresses itself upon a human mind emotionally or through the sensory
perceptions, Jesus, with His perfect mind and having the Holy Spirit poured out fiwithout
measure0 upon Him, could actually be super sensitized to the fact that a portion of Godbs
own power had flowed through Him, almost as if He were a conductor of electricity,
feeling the passing on of power.

He turned, saw the woman standing there, and said, iGood for you, daughter; be of good
cheer and take heart, because you had such faith, you are standing there well!o He smiled
at her, turned around, and continued toward Jairusis home.

At this point, a weeping servant came running toward them, and seeing Jairus, reported to
him in Jesus, hearing that it was too late and that Jairusés little girl was already dead.
Jesus continued on into the house, stopping at the entry, and following the customary foot
washing and slipping into household slippers, turned toward the sleeping quarters. He
told the people crowding at the door and looking in with tears streaking their faces,
ADondt worry about it, 16m she is only sleeping.o

Hopelessly, with tears streaming down their faces, they looked at Him, and one or two
even laughed bitterly, expressing their scorn and disbelief because by now her pulse and
breathing had ceased. But you could imagine one of the more scornful present saying,
AAre you kidding? Everyone knows sheds dead. And | checked her pulse myselfo, as well
as there being irate protests of iWWho does he think he is?0 coming from the crowd.

However, Jesus eventually got Jairus to clear the room, except for the immediate parents
and Jesusb own closest disciples, and, after making sure the home was free of all
outsiders, He went back into the bedroom, took the girl by the hand, and, praying
fervently but quietly, called upon His Father in heaven who was so close to Him in that
fiother dimensiono of the spirit world from whence He had come. With the supreme
confidence coming only from the sure knowledge that His Father had heard, Jesus took
the girl by the hand and lifted her up from the pallet where she lay.

Her mother and father immediately embraced her, and then embraced Jesus, giving Him
their thanks in tearful rejoicing. The only ones who saw the miracle were a few of His
closest disciples, Jairus and his wife, but none of the household servants.



Jesus continually tried to perform these acts of great mercy and compassion in a private
environment to avoid the wildfire tales which would be spread, including the bitterest
accusations that He was using some sort of sorcery or witchcraft, which might bring
about even more intense persecution, and plunge His whole ministry and the training of
His disciples into a chaotic uproar far too early for His purposes.

But so many people had claimed to have seen the girl dead; for example, the household
servants who were nearby had known of the girls illness and that she had indeed
apparently died.

Though totally divided in their opinions of just how He had done it, or whether she had,
in fact, been dead or merely in a deep coma from which she had awakened, many people
began widely spreading the account, and Jesus was made the more famous or infamous,
depending upon the version of the story that was told.

It is obvious that Jesus had a distinct purpose in telling the people in advance, iDondt
worry about it, she is only asleep.o

Jesus no doubt said that He still wanted there to be sufficient room for doubt later on
when they learned the girl was alive. He didnét want this great miracle of raising one
from the dead to greatly disturb the local environment, or reach all the way to the
Sanhedrin in Jerusalem because it could have precipitated a violent reaction bringing
about a premature end of His public ministry.

Therefore, when he took the girl by the band and raised her up from the bed, saying in
Hebrew, fiGet up, youdre going to be all right,0 He turned to the disciples, the parents,
and quietly told all of them, fiLook, and I really mean this, | donft want you to noise this
abroad. Be happy about it, and rejoice over itdkeep it quiet; letds keep it within our own
closest circle of friends and the family.o

But the Pharisees had begun spreading the story that Jesus was using trickery, by directly
cooperating with demons. Jesus was alleged to be Satands own cohort, so that He could
make it appear, through allowing a demon to enter a person and then having evil power to
make the spirit come out, that He was performing miracles and healings when in fact He
was only doing it through fiBeelzebub the prince of the demons.o

Jesus had been healing a large number of people in some of the Gentile towns probably in
the Decapolis, where large crowds were following Him about, and He fihealed them allo
(Matt. 12:14-15). This fact is further proven by the statement of Matthew that this
practice of Jesus asking people to keep silent about their healings fifulfilledo that which
was spoken by Isaiah (iBehold my servant whom | have chosen, my beloved in whom
my soul is well pleased; I will put my spirit upon him and he shall shew judgment to the
Gentiles. He shall not strive, nor cry: neither shall any man hear his voice in the streetso
(Matt. 12:18-19, taken from Isa. 42:1-3). This prophecy was beautifully fulfilled by
Jesus, for He not only avoided large calamitous public confrontations in the main, but
also continually charged those whom He healed not to make it known to others. Jesusd
whole attitude was totally different in the accomplishing of His healings and miracles



from what is imagined by many sincere, Bible-believing folk who have read all too
casually the inspired accounts.

Not long after the many miraculous events around the Sea of Galilee, Jesus went back to
Nazareth, where He had grown up.

The local religious leaders knew who He was®knew His family, and His trade, and
knew that He was fiJesus, the son of Joseph.0 What they didndt know, or want to admit,
was that He was also the Son of God.

Shortly after going back home to Nazareth, Jesus went into the synagogue, and began to
teach. Here was this ordinary-looking, fairly stocky workman, who had been seen
laboring in the sun of Nazareth for many years, suddenly speaking out in a voice ringing
with authority about how to live, and about Bible prophecy, especially the predictions
about the coming of the Messiah.

The Pharisees were outraged. (Being fioutragedo has always been a popular religious
pastime, it seems.) They used the shopworn old dodge, fiJust who does this guy think he
i5?0

The illogicality of their charges didndt seem to occur to them. They couldnit gainsay the,
doctrines He taught. They couldndt withstand the authority with which He spoke. But the
fact that it was He®a nondescript, unknown, average working man, whose father and
brothers were laborers in the building trade, who was now the center of attention, who
was now the subject of such excited conversation by all the peopleAthis was particularly
galling.

They said, illogically, iFrom whence has this man these things?0 This plaintive question
shows their consternation that Christ wasnit faccredited.0 He wasndt fiapprovedo by any
great rabbinical teacher. He was not a rabbi. He was not a graduate of any school.

They reasoned that it just wasnot fifair,0 all this success, power and attention coming
Jesusd way. They said, fiwhat wisdom is this which is given unto him [with sarcastic
accent on the him!], that even such mighty works are wrought by his hands?0

No wonder Jesus taught that a fiProphet has no honor in his own country, among his own
relatives.0

Healing was a testimony with two edges!

For one, it was a great witness to those who were healed and those who saw it that Jesus
was in fact the Son of God, the Messiah and the Deliverer, that iPropheté who was to
come, a son of David and a son of Israel, and the soon coming King who would establish
the kingdom of God on this earth.



These amazing, mind boggling miracles were the clearest stamp of Jesusd authority,
together with His teaching of Godds law (as carefully prescribed by Deuteronomy 13:1-
5).

Jesus insisted that the law must be obeyed in all its spiritual applications and intent. And
having met the test not only of the dozens of prophecies surrounding His birth, His flight
into Egypt, His boyhood in Nazareth, and the fact that He was able to perform powerful
miracles, but also now that He taught within Godbs law, those whose hearts were willing
could easily prove His Messiahship.

The opposite edge of Jesusd healings was a cutting indictment as a witness against
doubters. They had no further reason to doubt. Some of them, even including Jewish
leaders of leading synagogues, saw these miraculous events, and were blessed and
touched by them in their own homes and lives.

Still, most rejected Him.

Thus, healing was never performed as a sensational act, done in public before milling
throngs and crowds to aggrandize Christés position, never to exalt Him in the eyes of the
people, nor to provide Him with some vehicle for egomania. Compare this, if you will, to
some of the so-called healing campaigns and fispecial blessing nights.o

I well remember one of the most (to me) obscene sights of my life.

When | was a very young man my wife and I, with another couple, decided out of mere
curiosity to go to one of these advertised fihealing campaignso in the southeastern part of
Los Angeles, which was to be held under a great sprawling tent. | would prefer not to
name the would-be faith healer who is no longer in the land of the living.

Fortunately, we were able to find seats well in the rear. During one session of the meeting
(it seemed to go from one carefully rehearsed segment to the next, punctuated by three
shockingly commercial offerings, which I will describe), the wildly waving, hoarse-
voiced, colloguially accented Southern evangelist who claimed to be having almost daily
communication with fithe Lordo was calling upon personal testimonies from the audience.
From time to time, a person (nearly always a woman it seemed to me) would rise, wave
both arms, and scream out some unintelligible utterance. Some were actually in a kind of
babble which | took to be a combination of gibberish, tongue bitings, and suspected
Spanish epithets. In any event, it seemed to be both enjoyable and, intelligible to many
others in the crowd because it would usually bring forth shrieks and moans of ecstatic
agreement.

There was a group of teenagers sitting directly in front of us, and they seemed to be under
the tutelage of an amply overstuffed older teenage girl who was urging her younger
brother, AGo ahead, you can do it, therebs nothing to it,0 and gave him an outpouring of
other similar urgent instructions.



On a momentds sudden inspiration, and adding to our growing and acute discomfiture,
because suddenly all eyes were turned in our direction, the girl jiggled herself into
position and springing onto the seat of her chair with all the grace of a rhinoceros began
to wave her arms ecstatically in the air and shrieked a series of piercing fitestimonies,0
interrupted by breathless screams of fiBless you Jesus! Praise you Jesus!0o Then she said,
and | do not even wish to repeat it that many times even in quotes, the name fiJesuso over
and over again in mindless repetition!

Even though those of us sitting immediately behind her knew that all of this was a
carefully contrived demonstration in which she hoped to encourage her younger brother
to throw off whatever remaining constraints of etiquette and propriety he may have had
(and I could not imagine that he could have retained very much beyond this point), the
wildly gesticulating figure came to the immediate attention of the hoarse-voiced
evangelist on the platform who then confidently affirmed in the loudest possible terms
over his microphone that what was happening in our vicinity of the tent was in fact a
fidirect message from God!0 Then, knowing that most eyes were turned in our direction,
and with the supreme confidence of the circus barker in center ring, the evangelist
proceeded to take off his jacket, loosen his tie, and help himself to a drink of water. (I
was a little chagrined, for I felt he wasndt paying this message from God the kind of rapt
attention it both deserved and demanded, especially when it appeared for a time as if the
whole meeting was going to be taken away from him.)

Soon, it came time for the taking up of an offering. This was my first and only experience
with what | heard described as a fisilent offering.o

The evangelist said he only wanted to hear the fiwhisper of bills.0 No vulgar, noisy,
obscene jingling of change! He then gave a quick financial report which was delivered
with the same fervor and intensity as portions of his sermon, punctuated by frequent
references to fithe Lord.o

It seemed that fithe Lordd had managed to send him head-over-heels in debt, and the
evangelist then proceeded to enlighten us regarding exactly what the tent cost, what it
cost to pack it up, store it and lug it from city to city in those huge trucks outside, what it
cost for payments on his buses, trucks and other vehicles in the traveling caravan, and
many other costs which soared up into the thousands of dollars.

Then followed the promise of yet stranger miracles, but these miracles were the other
edge of the sword. Many of the devoted were warned with absolute assurance that if they
held back their money, it was quite likely they would arrive home and find it in flames!
They were threatened with head-on collisions at intersections, heart attacks, a telegram
saying that mother had died, and everything from liver attacks to instant senility.

It must have frightened the daylights out of enough of them that they parted with a
surprising amount of their money, but even this was insufficient, because after what was
apparently one of the quickest tabulations in all the history of accounting procedures, the
evangelist and his staff took up yet another collection a few moments later in which they
demanded only $100 checks, stating that they were something in the neighborhood of



$700 short, which meant that the evangelist had to convince only seven people in this
vast crowd of thousands that God had especially called and appointed them for the
purpose of providing his, the evangelistés, most urgently fidrequired deliverance.o

I was beginning to get a clue as to what was meant by fispecial blessing nighto or fidouble
portion nighto or that we would fisee miracles.0 The evangelist was receiving very special
blessings, double and triple portions, and it surely was a miracle the way those people
parted with their money.

Along about then, after uproarious applause would ripple through the tent at each hand
that would be raised as the individual called an usher to him and deposited a $100 check
into the coffers, the evangelist began a shouting, screaming, exposition the way he said
the fiHoly Spirit was moving in the tent just then,0 and claimed that his very hands were
glistening with fiholy oil.0

I could see that his hands were glistening, even from my distant vantage point, but
strongly suspected it was merely from the perspiration he had been fervently wiping from
his brow. (Even if it were oil, I could not testify there was anything especially fiholyo
about it.)

He then latched on to one scripture concerning the filiving waterso and proceeded to pick
up the pitcher of water which was on the pulpit, talked about fibeing filled with the Holy
Spirit,0 and began splashing water all over the stage, himself and a couple of interested
bystanders as he filled the glass brimful and over-flowing by pouring it in a substantial
torrent from the mouth of the pitcher.

It was still later that we were told that a finoisyo offering was now going to be taken up,
as the earlier contempt toward the terrible fijingle of changeo voiced during the fisilent
offeringd had somehow been miraculously cured. Now the people were urged to empty
their pockets of whatever loose change they had. Our own nods of negation or raised
shoulders of helplessness (not only were we unable, but quite unwilling) to add to these
offerings brought hostile, level stares from the ushers who passed near us and now
strongly suspected we were not quite part of the proceedings, since we had never once
applauded, moaned, shrieked, wailed, given testimony, or stood on our chairs.

The procession of people, at the highlight of this very educational meeting, was
pronounced to be healed of everything from fidropsyo to epilepsy. | never had an
opportunity, and did not attempt to seize it, to talk to any of the alleged afflicted, either
before or after they claimed to have been fihealed.0

But my wife and I and my friends left the meeting, | must admit, with a deepening
impression we should omit the word fiéalmosto from the statement fipeople will believe
almost anything.o0

There is not one subtle innuendo anywhere in the Bible that Jesus, the real Jesus, ever
involved Himself during His earthly ministry in such charades, and there is ample proof
and testimony that He was surely not involved in the one which we witnessed.



Though I cannot document it, | have heard tales that any numbers of simple folk have
willingly paid a certain amount of money for a square inch of cloth, cut with pinking
shears, from the shirt of one of these would-be healing evangelists following a
particularly exhausting evening of performing iMiracles and wonders.o0 (What a blessing
that The Robe is pure fiction. What a blessing that no one really knows what happened to
the garments of Jesus after they were ripped off, gambled over, and later worn out by
Roman soldiers. Can you imagine what a square inch of Jesusé own robe would be selling
for today?)

Never did Jesus set up a large public meeting, announce that He had come to a city for
the express purpose of healing the sick and proceed to hold a revival or a fihealing
meeting.o

There were tens of thousands of bodies lying in graveyards which Jesus did not touch:
thousands of lepers whom Jesus never cleansed; many thousands of deaf, blind, twisted,
injured, or sick individuals whom Jesus never healed!

There were occasions when, to illustrate that He had been sent fito the lost sheep of the
House of Israel,0 He would refuse to heal those of other races either in the midst of Israel
or on their borders.

Some of the most outstanding cases of faith are in those events when Jesus was in the
process of refusing to grant healing at the request of a Gentile person.

Look at the remarkable contrast between these biblical facts and the practice of fifaith
healingo as it has sometimes been sensationalized in our modern era.

The sick sought Jesus®He did not seek them.

Even in the beginning of His public ministry, Christ repeatedly warned those who were
miraculously healed to 6tell no mano but told them to comply with the religious order of
the day, by going to the priest and making an offering as required by the rituals of
cleansing.

Insight can be gained into the principle of healing, too, by understanding another point
concerning Joseph.

It is universally accepted and everywhere obvious that by the time of the beginning of
Jesuso public ministry Joseph had already died.

Though there is no sure method of determining Josephds age, assuming that he was at
least 40 by Jesusb birth, he would have been at least 70 by the beginning of Jesusd
ministry, and though the cause of his death is not revealed, it is evident that Mary was
alone through Jesusd ministry.

The point is that even though Jesus no doubt performed a select number of private
miracles within the confines of His own family relating to injury, sickness or disease, He



did not prevent Josephds death from whatever finatural causeso when the manés lifespan
and purpose in life had been fulfilled.

Godos Word has never promised anyone eternal life in the flesh, and states, rather, filt is
given to all men to die once.o0

The healings Jesus performed were merciful, loving, miraculous acts done out of the
deepest feelings of compassion and concern toward the poor folk with whom He so
closely empathized.

On the other hand, there are many examples in which Jesus did not necessarily grant the
first request for healing. Some would keep asking Him along the way, and follow Him
for some time until He finally arrived at His own home. Often, it was their mere
perseverance and tenacity that impressed Him.

Sometimes He would ask, iDo you really believe that | am able to do this?0 If they
would affirm that He was, He would then say, fiAccording to your faith it will be done to
youo meaning, that He was making a statement somewhat less authoritative than firise
and walk,0 but affirming that in exact proportion to their own faith and belief the miracle
would or would not occur.

Once, some family members brought a deaf mute to Jesus. There is nothing said about
the muteds own wishes in the matter. There is no indication at all that he was mentally
alert enough because of the terrible affliction he suffered to do much more than to look
wonderingly about him, and most certainly, even though his parents would have
attempted sign language to indicate to him what they hoped to accomplish, it would have
been quite difficult to have conveyed to him what was to happen.

(This example is a particularly touching one to me since I have two deaf sons.)

Jesus wanted the boy to be alone, just with Him; Jesus wanted to have no one else
around, so the boy could over-come all embarrassment, and really concentrate without
distraction on what Jesus would indicate to him.

So Jesus took him aside privately, and then, looking intently into his eyes, began to
communicate with the lad through touch. He reached out and put both of His index
fingers deeply into the ladés ears, nodding purposefully, and indicating a positive and
encouraging attitude of faith toward the boy. This was Jesusé method, through touch and
sign language, that He was about to remove the blockage from the boyos ears.

Then Jesus indicated that the growth that had fastened the boyds tongue so that he could
not speak would be removed through the divine power of God. In an attempt to explain
how this growth should be ejected from his mouth, Jesus turned, and with a meaningful
look at the boy, spat on the ground. Then, Jesus pointedly looked up to heaven, to
indicate to the boy that He was calling upon the divine power of God, and moving His
lips so the boy could see, pronounced, fiBe healed!0



The boy felt something in his mouth, turned, spat it out, and suddenly began to talk! And
as he looked at Jesus, realized that he was hearing the sound of a bird in a nearby fig tree!
He laughed, thanked Jesus profusely, grabbed Him in an embrace, with tears filling his
eyes, and went to tell his parents what had happened!

Jesus told the excited family and the boy to fikeep it quieto but they were too elated and
ecstatic to obey, and this miraculous healing contributed further to His notoriety.

One of the strangest healings of all was in Bethsaida when a group of people brought a
blind man to Jesus and begged Him to touch the man, firmly expecting that he would be
healed and regain his sight.

Jesus looked at the man, and saw that the poor mands eyes were so hideously deformed
that they shone like dull whitish orbs, covered with dirt and dust.

Jesus was filled with pity for the man, but because He knew very few would understand
what He was about to do, He decided to lead the blind man by the hand, walk out of the
village of Bethsaida, and try to find a private place, alone. He either related this to His
disciples or perhaps one or two of them went along, because only Mark, of all the gospel
writers, tells the story.

Finally, after several occasions of quietly warning the man of steps, obstacles, or steep
paths, Jesus brought him to a place away from the crowds conversing in their doorways
and the public squares, or selling their wares along the roadsides, and stopping the man,
turned to him and deliberately told him what He was about to do.

Then, lacking water, Jesus actually used saliva, gently applying it to the mands dust-
filled, sightless eyes. He asked the man, iDo you see anything yet?0

The man looked, and seeing passersby walking through a nearby intersection, said, fiYes,
I believe | see men, but they almost look like they were trees walking!o The second time,
Jesus reached up and touched the mands eyes gently and this time, the mands eyesight was
restored fully.

Perhaps because of the unusual elements of the manner in which Jesus performed this
two-part healing, He told the man, iGo ahead to your own home, and be careful not even
to go back through the village we have just left, I dondt want you to tell anyone about this
just yet.o

The man, no doubt overcome with emotion, grasped His hand and arm, and looking
straight into His eyes, thanked Him profusely and assured Him he would do as He said.
Jesus was extremely careful on this occasion, because He intended trying to ease the
pressure during this phase of His ministry by going into what Bible scholars refer to as
His fifourth retiremento in the area of the villages of Caesarea Philippi on the slopes of
Mount Hermon, where no significant hostility against Jesus had yet developed, and where
He could spend some months with His disciples teaching them quietly and privately
without arousing public protest.



It was during this trip into the villages of Caesarea Philippi that Jesus began to wonder
about His fipress,0 and asked His disciples, iWhen you talk to people in the villages, who
is it they tell you I am?0

Several of them began to answer, and Jesus, bemused, listened to different ones of His
disciples, even including Thaddaeus, Bartholomew and Judas, agree together they had
heard Him called everything from John the Baptist to Elijah or one of the other prophets.

After all of the strange tales had been related, with one story triggering the memory of
another, bringing about amused smiles and perhaps even some roaring laughter from
Jesus, He finally said, fiAll right, so much for all the stories. So they claim | am
everybody from John the Baptist to Elijah. Who do you say | am? fiPeter spoke up and
said with the strongest assurance, iYou are the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the living
God!o

Jesus said, iMay the blessing of God rest upon you, Simon, the son of Jonah, because
flesh and blood humans would not reveal this to you, but my Father who dwells in
heaven, and 16m telling you that your name is Peter [Petros, a little stone or pebble] and
upon this rock [Petra, a great craggy cliff referring to Christ Himself] I will build my
church and the gates of the grave will never prevail against it.0

All the disciples had gathered around and were hanging on every word by this time, as
Jesus went on to say, AANnd | will give unto you the keys to the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you will decide as a binding decision upon this earth, will be backed up and
bound in heaven. Whatever you decide, so long as it does not conflict with the laws of
God, to loose on this earth, will be loosed in heaven.o

Then He turned to all His disciples and told them again, fil am deeply pleased that you
understand that | am the Christ, but I want to warn you again, do not be gossiping about
this or telling people about it. It is important that my identity be kept quiet for the time
being, and | dondt want you to tell anyone that | am the Christo (Matt 16:13-20,
paraphrased).

Jews knew and understood that in the earlier months His disciples had gone through
periods of doubt. He understood deeply that they had become frustrated when in the first
year or so of their continual devotion to Him, after being in a state of constant amazement
about the miracles He had performed and about the teachings they heard, that He had
failed to gather an army, and did not seem to be making any concerted effort to mobilize
or to take direct command of all of the potential forces that were steadily gathering
around Him.

Somehow, through the flurry of miracles that had occurred just prior to this brief vacation
along the foothills of the slopes of Mount Hermon, and because of Jesusbé opportunity to
teach His disciples quietly, their faith had once again been shored up.

It was during this time that Jesus began to really unload upon His disciples what would
eventually happen in Jerusalem. He began to show, from that time, that He was going to



have to go to Jerusalem to face the chief priests (Sadducees), the scribes and Pharisees,
government and military leaders, and finally that He would be arrested, tried illegally,
horribly beaten, crucified and left to die.

Peter, after his statement of deep devotion and assurance to Jesus that he really felt Jesus
was the Messiah the Christ, the very Son of the living God, grabbed Jesus by the
shoulders and shook Him, and looking straight into His face, said, iNonsense, Jesus!
Dondt talk this way! Nothing like that is ever going to happen to you! We wont let it
happen, | wondt let it happen!o

Jesus turned out of his grasp, and said, fiGet behind me, Satan! You are not thinking in a
spiritual dimension, about the things of God or heavenly things, but your only thinking
carnally, humanly, physically®the way men think. Peter, you are a trial and sometimes a
stumbling block, to me! Listen all of you, come here! | want to tell you something! If any
man is going to truly come after me and follow me all the way, he is going to have to
completely deny himself, and take up his heavy cross daily, and follow me. Anybody
who attempts to save his life and place his false material values on this human experience
is going to lose his life. Whoever will lose his life for my sake and for my cause and
especially for the sake of the message | bring, will save it. What good does it do anyone
even if he should gain the wealth of the whole world, and yet forfeit his very being? What
could a man ever trade for his human potential of living forever?o

The disciples were all quite struck by these words, and Peter was especially chagrined.

Foreseeing what might occur later on when all the disciples would forsake Him and flee,
and especially sensitive to Peterds own weakness in this direction, and foreseeing clearly
that Peter himself would deny Him In the future, Jesus gave them all a lesson about being
ashamed of Jesus, His message, and His personality.

He continued its sharp rebuke by saying, fildll tell you this, whoever is ashamed of me in
this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of man will be ashamed of him when He
returns to this earth in the glory of His Father and with holy angels accompanying Him!

AANd 16l tell you something else and this is the truth, that there are some of you right
here standing in front of me who will not die before you have had a dramatic insight into
the kingdom of God, and you will see what it is like for the Son of man to come in His
kingdomo (vv. 21-28).

Jesus continued to teach, as they went about the small villages of this area of the tetrarchy
of Herod Philip, and it was six days later that Jesus asked Peter, James and John to
accompany Him into an especially high part of the mountain, leaving all of the others
behind.

The journey of hard climbing and walking was two full days in duration until they
reached a spectacular part of Mount Hermon, with a beautiful vista spreading in all
directions. It was here that a fantastic miracle took place, and Peter, James and John all



saw one of the most striking visions recorded in the ministry of Jesus. They were allowed
to see Jesusd garments take on a glistening white shine that was dazzling.

As they shielded their eyes and squinted at Him, it appeared that He was speaking to two
people.

It almost seemed they overheard voices, and Jesus identified them as being Mows and
Elijah! They too were wearing garments which appeared to be shimmering and dazzling
white, and even the very skin of Jesus was altered so that it appeared translucent, and
beautifully shiny.

This probably had happened while Peter, James and John were asleep. They were
awakened by the voices, and looked around them to see this bright light shining and
discovered the men talking. As they listened, they heard a discussion of Jesusd impending
death and many of the events which would yet transpire in Jerusalem, and, as a bright
cloud suddenly overshadowed them, a voice came out of the cloud which said, fiThis is
my beloved son in whom | am well pleased, my chosen, listen to Him!o After this
booming voice came out of the cloud, the disciples immediately got down on their knees
and put their hands and faces to the ground, being terribly afraid. Jesus came and touched
each one of them saying, iCome on, get up and don6t be afraid any more.0 They
reluctantly looked up and around and saw only Jesus standing there, alone.

On their way back to join the other disciples, they paused for a rest after a number of
hours of winding their way along narrow mountain trails. Jesus stopped them and told
them, fiYou be sure you do not tell anyone at all about this vision that you saw, until after
the Son of man has risen from the dead!0 They nodded assent, but as they were talking,
during the remaining few days, they continually wondered about what this firising from
the deado really meant (see Matt. 17:1.9).

But Why did Jesus take only these three disciples; why not all of the main twelve?

On several occasions it is obvious Jesus singled out certain disciples for certain crucial
lessons, important healings, or as in this case, this remarkable vision.

Chapter 13

Demons

Shop around any bookstore and you can easily be convinced that the general public
accepts the fact that there is a devil; and demons too. Sometimes, it seems that whole
sections of bookstores are given over to materials on witchcraft, demonism, satanism,
demon possession, astrology, extraterrestrial phenomena, psychic phenomena, and every
other assorted study of the supernatural.






