Barr spars with Dems on Trump
ties, riots at fiery House hearing

Barr has defended his independence from President Trump, amid accusations
from Democrats.

Attorney General Bill Barr clashed with Democrats on the House Judiciary
Committee Tuesday over accusations that he is carrying out President Trump’s
political wishes, as he appeared for a long-awaited hearing where tensions also
flared over protests and riots following George Floyd’s death in police custody.

The hearing, originally scheduled for 10 a.m. local time, was delayed after
committee chairman Rep. Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y., was in a car accident. Nadler
did not suffer any injuries.

Once the hearing began, which lasted until mid-afternoon, Nadler did not hesitate
to express his scorn for Barr and his Justice Department.

NADLER INVOLVED IN CAR ACCIDENT BUT UNHURT; BARR HEARING
DELAYED

“Thank you for being here, Mr. Barr,” Nadler said with a note of sarcasm,
pointing out that this was the attorney general’s first time appearing before the
committee.

The chairman went on to claim that Barr and his department have “downplayed
the effects of systemic racism” in the wake of Floyd’s death and ongoing protests.

Addressing the department’s approach to cases related to the Russia probe,
Nadler summed up the DOJ’s attitude by claiming that “the president’s enemies
will be punished, his friends will be protected,” no matter the cost, and saying
that the DO]J’s actions have caused “real damage to our democratic norms.”

“In your time at the department, you have aided and abetted the worst failings of
the president,” Nadler said.

Ranking member Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, fired back in his opening that
Democrats’ hostility toward Barr is based on one thing: “Spying.”
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Jordan said that Democrats took exception to Barr accusing the Obama
administration of spying on the Trump campaign, despite evidence that has come
out revealing flaws in the FBI’s process in acquiring a warrant to monitor former
Trump campaign adviser Carter Page.

Jordan also pointed to evidence that the FBI engaged in questionable tactics in
investigating Michael Flynn, whose criminal case the DO]J requested be dismissed.
At another point in the hearing, Barr affirmed earlier reporting that he has
appointed U.S. Attorney John Bash of the Western District of Texas to investigate
the practice of “unmasking” Americans who have had conversations with foreign
officials.

Jordan then addressed the ongoing unrest in the U.S., showing a lengthy montage
of media clips that began with reporters calling the incidents “peaceful protests”
and then going into a string of clips of violence and fires in various parts of the
country.

Barr, speaking next with his opening remarks, did not shy away from Democrats’
accusations against him. He insisted that he acts independently of the president
and that his goal is to make sure that everyone is treated equally under the law.

He emphatically stated that Trump “has not attempted to interfere” in decisions
regarding the handling of criminal matters.

DEM IMPEACHMENT LAWYER DINGS NADLER’S ‘INEFFECTIVE’
QUESTIONING OF BARR

“On the contrary, he has told me from the start that he expects me to exercise my
independent judgment to make whatever call I think is right,” he continued. “That
is precisely what I have done.”

Barr also addressed the racial tension following Floyd’s death. While
acknowledging the tragedy, he defended the criminal justice system by arguing
that in the past 50 years progress has been made and that any racism on the part
of individual officers is not due to “some deep-seated racism generally infecting
our police departments.” He noted that “[p]olice forces today are far more diverse
than ever before.”

BARR SAYS LEADING CAUSE OF DEATH FOR YOUNG BLACK MALES IS
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HOMICIDE: ‘THOSE LIVES MATTER’

The attorney general responded by recent calls to defund police as “grossly
irresponsible.”

Barr also spoke out against “violent rioters and anarchists” that he said have
“hijacked legitimate protests,” specifically mentioning the ongoing unrest in
Portland as an example.

The Trump administration has been blasted in the media for sending federal
officers in to quell the unrest, but Barr defended the effort, arguing that these are
not peaceful protests, but “an assault on the Government of the United States.”
He described the weapons that some demonstrators have used and noted that a
federal courthouse has been under siege.

The tension only escalated once the questioning began, with Nadler implying that
Barr was using federal forces responding to unrest to provide material to aid
Trump’s campaign.

When asked if he has discussed the campaign with Trump, Barr answered
sharply, stating, “I'm a member of the Cabinet and there’s an election going on,
obviously the topic comes up,” adding that “it shouldn’t be a surprise.”

Nadler later accused Barr of using federal forces to provide Trump with footage
for campaign ads. When Barr tried to respond and say that he was not using
federal law enforcement to help Trump’s campaign, Nadler spoke over him.

Later in the hearing, Barr got an opportunity to explain federal activities in
Portland.

PROTESTS FLARE UP IN TEMPE, ARIZ. AND AUSTIN, TEXAS - AS
PORTLAND SEES 61ST CONSECUTIVE NIGHT OF UNREST

“Federal courts are under attack. Since when is it OK to burn down a federal
court?” Barr said.

He said: “If someone went down the street to the Prettyman Court here, that
beautiful courthouse we have right at the bottom of the hill and started breaking
windows and firing industrial-grade fireworks in to start a fire, throw kerosene
balloons in and start fires in the court, is that OK? Is that OK now? No, the U.S.
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Marshals have a duty to stop that and defend the courthouse, and that’s what we
are doing in Portland. We are at the courthouse, defending the courthouse.”

“We are not out looking for trouble.”

At another point in the hearing, Barr lamented that only one political party
seemed to be sticking up for federal property and condemning mobs.

“What makes me concerned for the country is this is the first time in my memory
that the leaders of one of our two great political parties, the democratic party
are not coming out and condemning mob violence and the attack on federal
courts,” Barr said. “Why can’t we just say, you know, violence against federal
courts has to stop? Could we hear something like that?”

Barr also had an opportunity to explain his positions in the Michael Flynn and
Roger Stone cases, and launched an impassioned defense against the accusations
that he has treated the president’s friends with particular and improper favor and
gone after his enemies.

“What enemies have I indicted?” Barr asked.
He then turned to the cases involving Trump’s associates.

“The cases that are cited, the Stone case and the Flynn case, are both cases
where [ determined that some intervention was necessary to rectify the rule of
law, to make sure people are treated the same,” Barr said.

“Stone was prosecuted under me. And I said all along I thought that was a
righteous prosecution, I thought he should go to jail, and I thought the judge’s
sentence was correct,” he continued. “But the line prosecutors were trying to
advocate for a sentence that was more than twice anyone in a similar position had
ever served, and this was a 67-year-old man, first-time offender, no violence. And
they were trying to put him in jail for seven to nine years. And I wasn’t going to
advocate that, because that is not the rule of law.”

Barr said: “I agree the president’s friends don’t deserve special breaks but they
also don’t deserve to be treated more harshly than other people and sometimes
that’s a difficult decision to make, especially when you know you’re going to be
castigated for it.”



AG BARR DECRIES ‘LAWLESS, EVIL ACTION’ AFTER SHOOTING ATTACK
OF FEDERAL JUDGE'’S SON, HUSBAND

Later in the hearing, Barr touched on the Flynn case, noting that the case against
him warranted dismissal in light of exculpatory evidence surrounding his initial
FBI interview, which had recently become public. This included notes that
indicated that federal agents may have been trying to get Flynn to lie so that he
could be prosecuted.

“The interview was untethered to any legitimate investigation,” Barr said.

Rep. Cedric Richmond, D-La., called into question Barr’s claim that there is no
inherent racism in the American justice system, pointing to Barr’s own
department as evidence to support his claim.

“The one thing that you have in common with your two predecessors, both
Attorney General [Jeff] Sessions and [acting] Attorney General [Matt] Whitaker, is
that when you all came here and brought your top staff, you brought no black
people,” Richmond said. “That, sir, is systematic racism. That is exactly what John
Lewis spent his life-fighting.”

Early in his opening statement, Barr paid his respects to Lewis, who was a
champion of civil rights. Richmond did not appreciate the kind words.

“You really should keep the name of the Honorable John Lewis out of the
Department of Justice’s mouth,” Richmond said.

Richmond also brought up an issue that Democrats have raised, regarding
whether or not the president would leave office if he loses November’s election.
Trump himself has refused to state whether he would accept the election results,
claiming that the election would be rigged by a Democratic push for mail-in
voting.

When asked if an election result could be contested, Barr pointed to 2000’s Gore
v. Bush, in which the Supreme Court had to intervene before an outcome was
finalized. When asked if the president could contest the election if the result is not
close, Barr said, “Not that I'm aware of.”

Barr said that he has no reason to believe that the election will be rigged,
although he did state that mail-in voting exposes the system to a high risk of
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fraud.

The hearing was also full of tension between Barr and Democratic lawmakers as
they fought to speak over one another. The questioning from Reps. Lou Correa, D-
Calif., and Mary Gay Scanlon, D-Pa., became particularly heated as kept trying to
respond to their comments.

“This is a hearing,” Barr said. “I thought I was the one who was supposed to be
heard?”

Jordan came to Barr’s defense when he questioned Nadler on why he was
permitting Democratic lawmakers to interrupt the attorney general and not let
him respond to questions.

CLICK HERE TO GET THE FOX NEWS APP

“For months you've tried to get the attorney to come,” Jordan told Nadler. “He’s
here. Why don’t you let him speak? Why don’t you let him answer the questions?”

Jordan continued: “If you want the attorney general to come at least let him
answer the accusations made against him...Time after time you refuse to let the
attorney general answer the questions posed to him.”

Fox News’ Andrew O’Reilly contributed to this report.
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