Exclusive: US keeps missile system
in Philippines as China tensions
rise

MANILA, Sept 19 (Reuters) - The United States has no immediate plans to
withdraw a mid-range missile system deployed in the Philippines, despite Chinese
demands, and is testing the feasibility of its use in a regional conflict, sources
with knowledge of the matter said.

The Typhon system, which can be equipped with cruise missiles capable of
striking Chinese targets, was brought in for joint exercises earlier this year, both
countries said at the time, but has remained there.

The Southeast Asian archipelago, Taiwan’s neighbour to the South, is an
important part of U.S. strategy in Asia and would be an indispensable staging
point for the military to aid Taipei in the event of a Chinese attack.

China and Russia have condemned the first deployment of the system to the Indo-
Pacific, accusing Washington of fuelling an arms race.

China’s foreign ministry said on Thursday it was very concerned about the plan to
keep the system in place.

Continue reading HERE
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