Israel shifts to deadlier strikes on
Iran-linked targets in Syria

BEIRUT/AMMAN, Jan 8 (Reuters) - Israel is carrying out an unprecedented wave
of deadly strikes in Syria targeting cargo trucks, infrastructure and people
involved in Iran’s weapons lifeline to its proxies in the region, six sources with
direct knowledge of the matter told Reuters.

The sources, including a Syrian military intelligence officer and a commander in
the regional alliance backing Damascus, said Israel had shifted strategies
following the Oct. 7 rampage by Hamas fighters into Israeli territory and the
ensuing Israeli bombing campaigns in Gaza and Lebanon.

Although Israel has struck Iran-linked targets in Syria for years, including areas
where Lebanese armed group Hezbollah has been active, it is now unleashing
deadlier, more frequent air raids against Iranian arms transfers and air defence
systems in Syria, the sources said.

The commander in the regional alliance and two additional sources familiar with
Hezbollah's thinking said Israel had abandoned the unspoken “rules of the game”
that previously characterised its strikes in Syria, and seemed “no longer cautious”
about inflicting heavy casualties on Hezbollah there.
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