Israeli warplanes pound Syria as
troops reportedly advance deeper
into the country

DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) — Israel carried out a wave of heavy airstrikes across
Syria as its troops advanced deeper into the country, a Syrian opposition war
monitor said Tuesday, and the Israeli defense minister announced that his forces
had destroyed Syria’s navy.

Israel acknowledged pushing into a buffer zone inside Syria following the
overthrow of President Bashar Assad. But it remained unclear if its soldiers had
gone beyond that area, which was established more than 50 years ago. Israel
denied that it was advancing on the Syrian capital of Damascus.

The Israeli military said Tuesday that it carried out more than 350 strikes in Syria
over the last 48 hours, hitting “most of the strategic weapons stockpiles” in the
country to stop them from falling into the hands of extremists.
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