
Niger ordered US troops to leave
after Biden officials warned about
ties to Russia, Iran: Pentagon
Niger is pulling its military cooperation deal with the United States and ordering
some  1,000  American  military  personnel  to  leave  the  country,  a  startling
development that comes after U.S. officials last week traveled to the capital of
Niamey to “raise a number of concerns” about Niger growing closer to Russia and
Iran, the Pentagon said Monday.

The ruling military junta on Saturday revoked a major accord known as the status
of forces agreement,  which allows U.S.  forces in Niger.  Biden administration
officials are aware of this and are “working through diplomatic channels to seek
clarification,” Pentagon deputy press secretary Sabrina Singh told reporters.

But  just  last  week,  a  delegation  from  Washington  that  included  Assistant
Secretary of State for African Affairs Molly Phee, Assistant Secretary of Defense
for International Security Affairs Celeste Wallander and U.S. Africa Command
head Gen. Michael Langley, met with officials with Niger’s National Council for
the Safeguard of the Homeland (CNSP).

“The U.S. delegation was there to raise a number of concerns .  .  .  We were
troubled  on  the  path  that  Niger  is  on.  And so  these  were  direct  and frank
conversations to have those in person, to talk about our concerns and to also hear
theirs,” Singh said.

Continue reading HERE

Source: https://thehill.com/policy/defense/4539830-niger-ends-us-military-deal/
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