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Refugees  seeking reunification  in  Germany announce hunger  strike  during a
protest  opposite  the  parliament  building  in  Athens  ©  Alkis  Konstantinidis  /
Reuters
Europe may face a second wave of migration as the situation in refugee camps in
Africa and the Middle East is only getting worse, the head of the UN World Food
Programme said. He added there is a clear link between hunger and migration.
Living conditions, mostly food distribution, in refugee camps in crisis-affected
regions had deteriorated dramatically before the European migrant crisis struck
in 2015, David Beasley, the executive director of the World Food Programme
(WFP) told German newspaper Die Zeit.
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Only 3% of 2.2mn migrants who entered Europe since 2015 sent home – Pew
Research

“We paid a heavy price for this mistake and I’m afraid we’re about to make it once
again,”  Beasley believes. According to the UN food chief,  while many asylum
seekers wanted to stay in their home region, the lack of food has driven them
away. “If they don’t have enough food, they will leave. And many of them would
go to Europe,”Beasley said.

While the UN has been seemingly making progress in fighting world hunger over
the last 10 years, the number of people suffering hunger worldwide has now
dramatically increased again, Beasley said, adding that the food crisis is caused
mainly by wars and climate change. Yemen is threatened by famine because
Saudi Arabia is blocking the country’s ports, preventing aid deliveries, Beasley
said,  urging Gulf  countries  not  to  stand aside  but  instead join  the  food aid
program for crisis-stricken regions.

A WFP report from March says that some 108 million people across the globe
faced “crisis food insecurity or worse,” a dramatic increase from 2015 when the
figure was 80 million. The document says that major food crises were fueled
by “conflict, record-high food prices and abnormal weather patterns.”

The number of asylum seekers in the EU during the second quarter of 2017
reached 149,000, according to statistical data from Eurostat. The applications
mainly came from Syria, Nigeria and Afghanistan. Germany, Italy, France, Greece
and the UK account for almost 80 percent of all first-time applicants in the union,
the data shows.
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