Syrian rebels capture second
major city after military withdraws

Syrian rebels say they have taken full control of a second major city, after the
military withdrew its troops from Hama in another setback for President Bashar
al-Assad.

The leader of the Islamist militant group Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), Abu
Mohammed al-Jawlani, declared “victory” in Hama and vowed there would be “no
revenge”.

Earlier, HTS fighters and their allies took over Hama central prison and released
inmates amid fierce battles, while the military said it had redeployed troops
outside the city.

Hama is home to one million people and is 110km (70 miles) south of Aleppo,
which the rebels captured last week after launching a surprise offensive from
their stronghold in the north-west.

Continue reading HERE

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cql5r2px4yyo
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