
The Latest: Spain sets up migrant
command center amid surge

THESSALONIKI, Greece – The Latest on immigration into Europe (all times local):

2:30 p.m.

Spain is setting up a central operational command for migrant management amid
a summer surge in arrivals from North Africa, which is placing a strain on public
services.
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Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez announced Friday that the unit will coordinate
Spain’s response to the thousands of migrants arriving each month.

Sanchez says his government is in talks with Morocco, from where traffickers
take  the  migrants  across  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  migrants’  countries  of
origin.

The United Nations Migration Agency says in the first five months of this year
8,150 migrants were rescued in Spanish waters. But since the end of May, almost
15,000 have been saved from boats — more than 240 people a day as Spain
surpassed Italy as the main EU destination for migrants coming by sea.

___

11:00 a.m.

Greek police say they have arrested eight migrants on suspicion of the murder of
a Pakistani man trying to leave the country illegally.

Police said Friday the eight were suspected of involvement in the July 23 stabbing
death  of  a  29-year-old  Pakistani  man  who  had  been  with  three  compatriots
heading toward Greece’s northern border with Macedonia.

The eight — six Afghans and two Pakistanis — allegedly robbed the four near the
border, stabbing the 29-year-old in the process. His body was discovered the
following day near a railway track.

Hundreds of migrants arrive in Greece each week from nearby Turkey. With
routes out of the country officially closed to them, many try to head further into
Europe from unguarded parts of Greece’s northern border.

Source:  http://www.foxnews.com/world/2018/08/03/latest-spain-sets-up-migrant-c
ommand-center-amid-surge.html
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