
Thousands  flee  as  Syrian
insurgents  advance  to  the
doorstep  of  the  country’s  third-
largest city
BEIRUT (AP) — Thousands of people fled the central Syrian city of Homs, the
country’s third largest, as insurgents seized two towns on the outskirts Friday,
positioning themselves for an assault on a potentially major prize in their march
against President Bashar Assad.

The move, reported by pro-government media and an opposition war monitor, was
the latest in the stunning advances by opposition fighters over the past week that
have so  far  met  little  resistance from Assad’s  forces.  A  day earlier,  fighters
captured the central city of Hama, Syria’s fourth largest, after the army said it
withdrew to avoid fighting inside the city and spare the lives of civilians.

The insurgents, led by the jihadi Hayat Tahrir al-Sham group, or HTS, have vowed
to march to Homs and the capital,  Damascus,  Assad’s seat of  power.  Videos
circulating online showed a highway jammed with cars full  of  people fleeing
Homs, a city with a large population belonging to Assad’s Alawite sect, seen as his
core supporters.

Continue reading HERE

Source: https://apnews.com/article/syria-08d18aa519dd9883eb291f5a534a02f3
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