Turkey calls for reconciliation
between Syria government and
opposition to end conflict

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — The recent rapid advance by opposition fighters in Syria
shows that Syrian President Bashar Assad must reconcile with his own people and
hold dialogue with the opposition, the Turkish foreign minister said Monday.

At a joint news conference in Ankara with his Iranian counterpart, Hakan Fidan
said Turkey and Iran, which support opposing sides in Syria’s civil war, have
agreed to resume diplomatic efforts along with Russia to restore calm days after
insurgents launched a lightning offensive and captured almost all of the country’s
largest city, Aleppo.

The swift advance by fighters that Turkey supports was a huge embarrassment
for Assad and it comes at a time when his allies — Iran and groups it backs and
Russia — are preoccupied with their own conflicts.

The push is among the rebels’ strongest in years and raises the prospect of
another violent front reopening in the Middle East when U.S.-backed Israel is
fighting Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah in Lebanon, both Iranian-allied groups.

Continue reading HERE
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