Ukrainian attacks bring war home
to Russia, fraying civilian nerves

RIGA, Latvia — The Kremlin has sought to minimize discussion of Russian war
losses inside Ukraine. But apparent Ukrainian attacks on Russian soil in the past
week highlight how the conflict has spilled across the border, unsettling residents
of regions near the border and threatening to upend President Vladimir Putin’s
effort to insulate his citizens from the fighting he started.

In the wake of the shellings and strikes, local authorities are sounding alarms —
as well as calling for revenge and in some cases evacuations — as they contend
with the growing peril.

The attacks, which Ukrainian leaders have neither confirmed nor denied but
which one senior adviser winkingly described as “karma” on Wednesday, suggest
that Kyiv is increasingly able to reach into Russian territory as the war continues.
Empowered by NATO’s military aid, Ukrainian troops are hitting infrastructure,
military targets and, Russian authorities say, at least some villages. Russian
citizens are now waking to the same explosions that Ukrainians have faced for
more than two months, making the conflict far more immediate and dangerous.

At least 11 hits appear to have occurred since the fighting began Feb. 24, most of
them since late last week. Most seem to have involved shelling or triggered
Russian anti-aircraft weaponry. A handful were suspicious explosions at Russian
military facilities near the border.

They have drawn Russian fury.

“The Anglo-Saxons publicly recommend that Ukraine move hostilities onto
Russian territory. And supply it with the means to implement this plan,”
Margarita Simonyan, editor of the state-run Russia Today news outlet, tweeted
Thursday. “What choice are you giving us, idiots? Complete destruction of the
remaining Ukraine? Nuclear strike?”
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